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5783 (2022) HIGH HOLIDAY SEASON SERVICES

HOLIDAY/
SERVICE/EVENT DATE SERVICE 

TIMES
Seliḥot Saturday, September 17 9:30 p.m.

Kabbalat Shabbat Friday, September 23 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Nitzavim Saturday, September 24 9:15 a.m.

Erev Rosh haShanah Sunday, September 25 6:00 p.m.

Rosh haShanah Day 1 Monday, September 26 9:00 a.m.

Tashlikh (+ Shofar & Minḥah, Bishop’s 

Landing)
Monday, September 26 4:30 p.m.

Rosh haShanah Day 2 Tuesday, September 27 9:00 a.m.

Kabbalat Shabbat Friday, September 30 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat VaYelekh (Shuvah) Saturday, October 1 9:15 a.m.

Kol Nidrei Tuesday, October 4 (6:00 p.m. music) 
6:20 p.m.

Yom Kippur morning Wednesday, October 5 9:00 a.m.

Yom Kippur Minḥah & Neilah Wednesday, October 5 5:15 p.m.
(Shofar 7:31 p.m.)

Kabbalat Shabbat Friday, October 7 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat HaAzinu Saturday, October 8 9:15 a.m.

Erev Sukkot Sunday, October 9 6:00 p.m.

Sukkot Day 1 Monday, October 10 9:15 a.m.

Sukkot Day 2 Tuesday, October 11 9:15 a.m.

Erev Shabbat Ḥol haMo’ed Sukkot Friday, October 14 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Ḥol haMo’ed Sukkot Saturday, October 15 9:15 a.m.

Erev Shemini Atzeret Sunday, October 16 6:00 p.m.

Shemini Atzeret Monday, October 17 9:15 a.m.

Erev Simḥat Torah (Children’s Procession) Monday, October 17 6:00 p.m.

Simḥat Torah morning (Torah Honours) Tuesday, October 18 9:15am

Kabbalat Shabbat Friday, October 21 6:00 p.m.

Shabbat Bereshit Saturday, October 22 9:15 a.m.
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5783 (2022) HIGH HOLIDAY SEASON 
CANDLE LIGHTING

HOLIDAY DATE CANDLE 
LIGHTING

Shabbat Nitzavim Friday, September 23 6:51 p.m.

Shabbat ends at: Saturday, September 24 7:51 p.m.

Rosh haShanah, evening 1 Sunday, September 25 6:48 p.m.

Rosh haShanah, evening 2 Monday, September 26 7:48 p.m.

Rosh haShanah ends at: Tuesday, September 27 7:46 p.m.

Shabbat VaYelekh (Shuvah) Friday, September 30 6:38 p.m.

Shabbat ends at: Saturday, October 1 7:38 p.m.

Erev Yom Kippur Tuesday, October 4 6:31 p.m.

Yom Kippur ends at: Wednesday, October 5 7:31 p.m.

Shabbat HaAzinu Friday, October 7 6:25 p.m.

Shabbat ends at: Saturday, October 8 7:25 p.m.

First evening of Sukkot Sunday, October 9 6:22 p.m.

Second evening of Sukkot Monday, October 10 7:22PM

Festival ends at: Tuesday, October 11 7:20 p.m.

Shabbat Ḥol haMo’ed Sukkot Friday, October 14 6:13 p.m.

Shabbat ends at: Saturday, October 15 7:13 p.m.

Erev Sh’mini Atzeret Sunday, October 16 6:10 p.m.

Erev Simḥat Torah Monday, October 17 7:10 p.m.

Festival ends at: Tuesday, October 18 7:08 p.m.

Shabbat Bereshit Friday, October 21 6:01 p.m.

Shabbat ends at: Saturday, October 22 7:01 p.m.
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AT A GLANCE

Rosh Hashanah Day 1
Monday, September 26, 9:00 a.m.

Rosh Hashanah Day 2
Tuesday, September 27, 9:00 a.m.

Kol Nidre
Tuesday, October 4, (6:00 p.m. music) 6:20 p.m. service

Yom Kippur Morning
Wednesday, October 5, 9:00 a.m.

Yom Kippur Evening
Wednesday, October 5, 5:15 p.m. (Shofar 7:31 p.m.)

Reminders
Kindly remember that the synagogue building is scent-free. 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

The Shaar welcomes our new members over the past year!

Jason Airst
Shaindl Diamond
Jonas Goldman
Leah Pink
Debbie and Morley Rinzler
Yael and Bradley Wexler-Virgin
Tanya and Zachary Kittrie
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SERVICE PROTOCOLS

Decorum
When you enter our sanctuary for prayer, please turn your phones 
completely off. Disconnect from the mobile world and plug in to your 
soul, be attuned to your voice, hear your prayer, and feel the embrace of 
the community.

Children
Children are always encouraged to participate in the main sanctuary’s 
service. A break room will be available for children and parents to use. 

Toys
Just as we ask adults to turn off their smartphones, we also ask that 
electronic children’s toys and colouring materials stay out of the main 
sanctuary. Children are welcome to bring puzzles, books, stuffed 
animals, and the like into the main sanctuary. 

Sanctifying Space
You are encouraged to pace yourself throughout services and attend as 
you see fi t. Please make every effort to keep the main sanctuary doors 
closed after you enter and exit so those in services will not be distracted 
by outside noise. 

Security for the High Holidays
On High Holidays additional security is provided by contract with the 
Halifax Regional Police in the form of uniformed offi cers on the street.

Additionally, volunteer ushers and ticket takers will be positioned inside 
both doors.

The exterior doors are not locked during High Holiday services, and the 
role of greeter is shared by the caretaker and volunteers.

Masks
Masks are required for everyone while they are inside the building. 
Exception is given only to those leading services on the Bimah. 
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Seating 
High Holiday tickets are eTickets this year. Please check in with the 
greeters upon your arrival. 

Child Care During High Holiday Services 
There will be childcare services provided during the High Holidays.

In the Gold Room upstairs, there will be snacks, juice, and supervision 
for younger children. 

Childcare will be provided during the times below:

Rosh haShanah Day 1: 
Monday, September 26, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Rosh haShanah Day 2: 
Wednesday, Tuesday, September 27, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Yom Kippur Morning: 
Wednesday, October 5, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
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FROM OUR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Dear Members, 

After years of shifting sands beneath our feet, this high holiday season 
feels hopeful—a tentative re-emergence into community life. At the 
Shaar we have been working to support future gatherings for holidays 
and ways to build broader partnerships. We know how important our 
shul is in celebrating holidays and simchas, providing support for Jewish 
life cycle rituals, and offering the comfort of prayer.

With the well-being of members in mind, the Board of Directors 
maintained additional protections for public health, such as continued 
masking during services and StreamSpot access online. By providing ways 
to gather safely for holidays such as Purim, Sukkot, and Channukah, we 
trust you were able to connect with new members and longtime friends.

We are grateful for the steady hand of Rabbi Karlin in leading our 
congregation over the past year. Whether in person or online we 
enjoyed consistent services on Friday nights and Saturday mornings, 
adult education classes on Tuesday evenings, as well as pastoral care 
and b’nei mitzvah training.

Our longtime offi ce and Hebrew school administrator Tamara Daiman 
mostly returned to the offi ce this year and kept our operations running 
well despite the continued challenges of COVID. Our caretaker Luba 
Kuzmicheva continued to handle routine repairs and maintenance 
as well as contribute her signifi cant muscle to many other building 
projects. We are very grateful for their dedication to the synagogue and 
its members.

While many programs, like cooking for Tikkun Olam or monthly book 
club meetings, were accessible from home, we did manage to gather 
for a few events in 5782. We welcomed VIP visitors Joshua Wolfe from 
CJPAC, Yaron Deckel from the Jewish Agency, and the Executive 
team from the Canadian Race Relations Foundation to tour and visit 
our synagogue. We gathered for a very successful fundraising walk 
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benefi ting the homeless on the Coldest Night of the Year, led by Greg 
Hirsch. Thank you to volunteers who baked and decorated Channukah 
cookies and fried latkes for our Shaar/AJC partnered Channukah dinner 
and program. More than 100 people joined us for this special dinner, 
singalong and candle lighting. 

Purim was also a festive celebration with lots of volunteer help, baking 
hamantaschen and dressing up. Special thanks to Gaby Macklin and 
Lysa April for making this so special!

The AJC rented our space for several initiatives in 5782, including youth 
programming for PJ library, a bi-weekly parent and tot group, and 
Canadian Young Judaea. This is a great way to build a sustainable future 
for the Shaar while allowing the wider Jewish community to see what we 
can offer through membership. We are expanding these partnerships in 
5783 and look forward to a vibrant Jewish space at the Shaar!

Speaking of vibrant spaces, in 5782, with a grant from the federal 
government, we hired Madelyn Herb as a summer Library Aide to help 
us renovate and organize our library to expand its use. A huge thank 
you to Linda Law, Rebecca Winn, and the Library Committee for their 
assistance in this project. Our library will be accessible to view online 
and will include an expanded Hebrew language selection. Stay tuned 
for the grand opening!

The caretaker apartment has been fully renovated thanks to Linda Law, 
who undertook the project to honour her husband and long-time Shaar 
member, Lloyd Newman. This renovated space has been rented by Hillel 
(the Jewish student Program of the AJC) for shared use with the Shaar. It 
can also be reserved for small events for members. Check the calendar 
available in the offi ce. 

Thanks to the efforts of Tim Margolian, Dawn (“Fig”) Frail, and Lysa 
April, the Shaar cemetery now has a lovely garden on the hill. We hope 
the beautifi cation of this space is a comfort to those in mourning or 
visiting loved ones. We thank the anonymous donor of the garden for 
this signifi cant mitzvah.
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Last year’s Kol Nidre campaign to raise funds for a new Yahrzeit board 
was very successful, resulting in two new boards for our sanctuary, one 
donated by Tim Margolian and Fig Frail and another by Karen Miller 
(previously hung at a shul in Toronto). Your generous donations enabled 
us also to arrange for delivery and installation. 

Thank you to those who have signed letters of intent to make legacy 
gifts to the Shaar Shalom. This is a powerful way to ensure the survival 
of Conservative Judaism in Atlantic Canada. Please reach out to our 
legacy team to discuss the areas of need most meaningful to you. 

Legacy gifts are hugely important. In 5783 we will erect the Heinish-
Glube Sukkah, co-sponsored by the Noa and Sarah Heinish Fund and 
the Joe and Mildred Glube Fund. The Irving Perlin Education Fund and 
the Max Pascal Endowment Fund once again helped to defray certain 
Hebrew School costs. With gifts from family and friends, the Marty 
Wexler Community Living Fund was established, with interest earned 
going to support social and cultural programs at the Shaar. 

Thank you to our ba’alei keriyah, gabbaim, and all those who led 
services and helped make the minyan week after week. The ability to 
gather for group prayer, either from the Shaar sanctuary or from our 
own homes, has been incredibly meaningful to many of us.

Our heartfelt gratitude goes to those who serve on the following 
committees: Ritual, House, Gift Shop, Kitchen, Membership, Cemetery, 
Chevra Kadisha, Simon Gaum Bereavement, Education, Library, Book 
Club, Fundraising, Garden Club, The High Holiday Bulletin, Tikkun 
Olam, Finance, and the Board of Directors, as well as the Trustees 
of the Shaar Shalom Capital and Endowment Fund. Your collective 
contributions make a difference every day to our members’ lives. As 
always, we need more of you to help in many areas of shul life, so please 
reach out if you are able.

Wishing you a happy, healthy new year this 5783. Shana Tova U’Metukah.

Joanna Mirsky Wexler, Dan Drory, Devorah Gillard and Linda Law
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FROM OUR RABBI

B’Rosh haShanah yikatevun, 
U’veYom tzom Kippur yechatemun… 
On New Year’s Day it is written,
And on the fast Day of Atonement it is sealed…

These words, familiar to so many of us from the 
u’Netaneh Tokef prayer of the Machzor, aptly sum up 
the intense mood of the Yamim haNora’im, “Days of Awe.”

What I fi nd striking here is amplifi ed by another phrase just preceding 
the words above, where we say “All creatures pass before You…. As 
a Shepherd pasturing a fl ock causes the sheep to pass beneath the 
staff, so You lead and count and discern and judge the content of every 
human life.” 

“Every human life.” What is the connection between the celebration of a 
New Year and God judging each of our individual lives? 

Things further complicate when we realize that the fi rst two days of 
Tishrei that we celebrate as Rosh haShanah, “New Year,” is really only 
one of four that the Rabbis enumerated in the fi rst mishnah of Tractate 
Rosh haShanah some two millennia or more ago. (This has been on my 
mind of late since our Tuesday evening Zoom class studied the text 
recently.) 

Yes, there are no fewer than four “New Years,” and they serve different 
functions, just as we all live in multiple calendars (academic, fi scal, and 
civil, to name just a few). Please allow me to focus on just two of the 
four here: the fi rst of Nisan, the month of our Passover Exodus and the 
beginning of our collective life as a liberated people begins the cycle 
of the major holidays; and Rosh haShanah, the fi rst of Tishrei, is the way 
we mark the Jewish yearly calendar (for example, we will begin the year 
5783 on the evening of Sunday, September 25, 2022). 

Different New Years for different reasons. One, in the Spring in Nisan, 
represents the genesis of the Jewish People, our collective beginning. 
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The other, the Fall festival of Rosh haShanah in Tishrei, represents the 
cycle of our lives as individuals, regularly accountable to God and the 
ethical standards of Torah, as we stand naked, alone, in judgement. 

Of course, this dichotomy is not perfect, absolute. We join together with 
so many others in shul these High Holidays (when, in fact, our numbers 
are seldom higher). We join with family, friends and community at festive 
Rosh haShanah meals, rejoicing in the human bonds that make Judaism 
alive. 

But the central message of Rosh haShanah and Yom Kippur is that, in 
the end, we stand before God alone in judgement. Our futures are 
the product of our moral efforts, of our resolve to improve, and of our 
meeting those high expectations. Sitting in our synagogue, davening 
the words of the Machzor and of our hearts, we are face-to-face with the 
Holy One. And at the most intense and introspective moment of every 
service, the silent Amidah prayer, we stand still, shut out everything 
around us, and silently mouth words to God—directly, without 
intermediary of cantor or priest or prophet. We confess our sins. And we 
pray that God will help us to be better. 

Let us enjoy the wonderful celebration with community that these 
holidays enable, joining together with family and friends, with 
neighbours and fellow congregants. But just as when we close our eyes 
in bed and allow sleep to take us away to a place where we are alone, so 
too, during these intense spiritual moments of the High Holidays, we do 
so by ourselves, standing before God. 

* * * 

Although many others will say this here and elsewhere, I want to add 
my voice to express joy that this year we can and will, God willing, 
join together physically with less fear, as COVID-19 becomes more 
manageable. Of course, since there remain individuals who, due to 
health concerns, prefer to avoid the large crowds that gather at the 
Shaar on these days and other times, the StreamSpot webcast will 
continue to make it possible to follow services from our homes. 
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Also, especially at this point in the life of the community, I want to thank 
a few special people (there are many, many more who deserve mention, 
but permit me to limit my words here), specifi cally, the gabbayim who 
week after week ensure that our Shabbat and holidays services run 
smoothly and beautifully. Todah rabbah to Michael April, Mark David, 
Devorah Gillard, Gaby Macklin, Fivel Warman, Marty Zelenietz and 
Mitchell Zusman. 

Finally, I again thank all who make up our caring and holy congregation, 
Adat Shaar Shalom, for continuing to entrust me with the honour of 
being your rabbi and spiritual leader. I look forward to praying, learning, 
celebrating and sharing comfort with you over the Tishrei holidays and 
throughout the year of 5783. 

Shanah tovah metukah u’veri’ah—a good, sweet and healthy year of 
5783.
Rabbi Gary Karlin
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HELLO TO OUR 5783 CANTOR

Jonathon Adler is thrilled to be joining the Shaar 
Shalom community for the 5783 High Holidays. He 
is a fourth-year rabbinical student at The Jewish 
Theological Seminary in New York City, where he is 
also pursuing a master’s degree in Sacred Music. He 
has served as the Rabbinic Fellow at Penn Hillel and is 
now serving in his second year as the rabbinical intern at Temple Beth 
Hillel-Beth El. Jonathon is passionate about leading services, which he 
has done at synagogues in New York and Ohio.

Jonathon is an alumnus of Rice University, in Houston, Texas. Prior 
to attending rabbinical school, he worked for over twenty years as a 
concierge at The St. Regis Hotel in Manhattan. His interests include 
knitting and needlework, and he loves baking challah on Friday 
afternoons. He and his two cats live in New York City. 
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THE FIRST SHAAR SHALOM GENIZAH
AND GARDEN PROJECT

A genizah is a place, 
typically a grave, where 
we respectfully deposit 
“Shemot,” that is, items of 
intrinsic kedushah (sanctity) 
that contain God’s name. 
These include old ḥumashim
and siddurim that are no 
longer useful. The Shaar 
Shalom has been accumulating 
Shemot for many, many years, and on Wednesday, June 22, 2022, 
we were able to give many of these items a respectful burial in our 
Connaught Avenue cemetery as shown on the right.

The site chosen for the genizah burial was the area behind the rock 
wall of an existing garden, just beyond the pedestrian walkway. After 
the Shemot were buried, a new garden was planted over the site of the 
genizah burial. The following pictures show how this has transformed 
the area beyond the pedestrian walkway.

Shemot buried on June 22, 2022

Before: The site chosen for the genizah burial 
was the area behind the rock wall of an existing garden.
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The genizah burial and garden project would not have been possible 
without the extraordinary commitment of:

OUR BOOK PACKERS AND CARRIERS: 
Lysa April, Lila Brock, Hannah Givner, Dawn (Fig) Frail, 
and Rabbi Gary Karlin.

OUR GENEROUS DONORS: 
Barrie Green and Linda Rand; David Green and Julie Weste, Victor and 
Judith Goldberg, Tim Margolian and Dawn (Fig) Frail, and Hector Rivas.

After: The garden planted over the genizah 
burial and the enhanced garden in front of the rock wall.
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SHAAR COMMITTEES

Executive Committee
Joanna Mirsky Wexler (Chair) joannamirskywexler@gmail.com
Linda Law    linda.law@ns.sympatico.ca
Devorah Gillard   devorahg@eastlink.ca
Dan Drory    dmdrory@sbcglobal.net

Board Members
Jon Goldberg    jongoldberg46@gmail.com
Lysa April    lysa@ns.sympatico.ca
Andrea Hilchie-Pye   andrea@hilchie-pye.com
Rebecca Winn   winn.rebecca@gmail.com
Phil Warman   prwarman7@gmail.com
Nancy Bloom   southwooddrive@hotmail.com
Irma Juuti   ijuuti@eastlink.ca
Hilary Doda   hilary.doda@gmail.com
Rachael Goldberg  r_goldberggirl@hotmail.com
Hector Rivas   gpdrrivas@gmail.com
Dawn Frail   dmfrail@eastlink.ca
David Rittenberg  david.rittenberg@iwk.nshealth.ca

Budget and Finance Committee
Mark Rosen (Chair)  Mitchell Zusman 
Joanna Mirsky Wexler   Philip Belitsky (Ombudsperson)
Barrie Green   Michael April
Tim Margolian 

Education Committee
Darah Greenwood (Co-Chair) Kim Offman (Co-Chair)
Robyn Brown   Judith Goldberg   

Ritual Committee

Phil Warman (Chair)  Jon Goldberg  
Marty Zelenietz   Mark David 
Devorah Gillard   Rabbi Gary Karlin
Edwin Rosenberg    
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Cemetery Committee
Mitchell Zusman

Tikkun Olam
Andrea Hilchie-Pye (Chair) Greg Hirsch   
Phil Warman   Fay Cohen
Jane Schlosberg  Dan Drory   

Library Committee
Peggy Walt (Co-chair)  Rebecca Winn (Co-chair)
Sharon Waxman  Linda Schroeder
Jane Schlosberg

Garden Club
Joanna Wexler (Chair)  Peggy Walt
David Schlosberg   Devorah Gillard 
Robyn Brown   Solomon Nagler 
Schuyler Smith

Gift Shop
Sharon Waxman

House Committee
Lysa April (Kitchen)

Chevra Kadisha

Women’s Division
Sheri Lecker (Leader)   Paula Rittenberg
Nancy Cieplinski  Judith Bates
Joanna Mirsky Wexler  Sherri Kasten
Bev Hymes   Nancy Bloom
Becky Pink   Rita Pink  

Men’s Division
Jon Goldberg (Leader)  Mitchell Zusman
Mark David   Seth Bloom
Hector Rivas   Marty Zelenietz
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Simon Gaum Bereavement 
Sue David (Chair)  Karen Gaum
Lesley Gaum-Bercovici  Nancy Cieplinski

Trustees of the Shaar Shalom Congregation 
Capital and Endowment Fund 
Michael April (Chair)  Cara Tax (Vice-Chair)
Tim Margolian   Barrie Green
Victor Goldberg  Deborah Garson
Elliott Givner   Matthew Robinson
Dan MacDonald 

LIBRARY COMMITTEE REPORT

The Shaar Reads, the library 
committee-run book club, has 
continued to meet again this year 
virtually, getting together each month 
on Zoom. The books we’ve read 
and discussed this year include: The 
Weight of Ink; Letters to Camondo; 
The Passenger; The Vixen; No One Is 
Here Except All of Us; All My Mother’s 
Lover’s; Love Like Water, Love Like Fire; 
People Love Dead Jews; Crossroads; 
The Pages; Address Unknown; and The 
Lost Family. Please join us regularly 
each month, or on a more ad hoc basis. 
New readers are always welcome!

In person, it has been a very exciting time at the library. This summer, 
with the help of the Canada Summer Jobs program, Madelyn Herb 
was brought on board as our Library Aide. We are grateful to her for 
all her hard work and contributions to the library revitalization project. 
These last few months, under the guidance of Linda Law, Madelyn 

Library Before

Library Stage 1
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has catalogued nearly two thousand 
books, many of those (eight, to be 
exact), copies of Chutzpah by Alan M. 
Dershowitz! Both Madelyn and Linda 
have been invaluable in handling and 
moving the library collection and 
preparing the space for the contractors. 
With a fresh coat of paint, new furniture, 
custom built bookshelves, and a warm and welcoming atmosphere, we 
hope that many memories will be made in our new library space.

A very special thank you to Madelyn Herb and Linda Law for all their 
hard work!

The Shaar is underwriting much of the cost of this renovation, but we 
really need donations from members to make the library spectacular: a 
large screen TV to screen fi lms and for Hebrew School classes; storage 
units to keep the space tidy; books to update the collection. So many 
things. Our thanks go to early donors Dan Drory, Joanna Mirsky Wexler, 
and Linda Law.

Thank you to our committee members: Nancy Cieplinski; Jane 
Schlosberg; Linda Schroeder; Peggy Walt; and Sharon Waxman. 

Stay tuned for upcoming titles for book club, and special events in the 
newly renovated library! 

Shana Tova, Rebecca Winn

Library Work in Progress 
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RITUAL COMMITTEE REPORT

The Ritual Committee met about six times during the past year. 

We were pleased to be able to secure a Sofer (Rachel Jackson) for the 
evaluation and restoration of the Shaar Torahs. Ms. Jackson will be at 
the Shaar the week of November 7 to carry out those duties. 

The Committee attempted to establish standing requirements for 
bar and bat mitzvah celebrants; however, we were not successful in 
establishing these requirements. 

The Co-chairs of the Committee has met to assign the Honours for the 
High Holidays. The task is ongoing as this report goes to press.

Submitted by Fivel Warman

TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE REPORT

Last year the Tikkun Olam Committee once again organized the Shaar 
Shalom and Friends Team for Coldest Night of The Year, a national 
fundraising walk to address the needs of fellow Canadians who 
experience food and housing insecurity. 

The walk, which was well attended and supported by our community, 
raised over $5,000 that was used to help a local NGO (ARK) provide 
accessible housing, medical care, legal services, and food for 
marginalized individuals and families in Halifax. 

Since COVID was still a threat last year, the committee worked mostly 
from home. We made sandwiches, casseroles, and cookies for the Out 
of the Cold organization and the Sunday dinners at St. Andrews United 
Church. Even though we were working alone at home, we were able 
to feel part of a group effort, and we knew that we were contributing 
something of value, along with hundreds of other volunteers across 
metro.
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT

The 2022/2023 Hebrew School year is upon us!

Kim Offman and Darah Greenwood continue to co-chair, along 
with their education committee members, Judith Goldberg, Rachel 
Goldberg, and Robyn Brown. This year we had three Grade 6/7 students 
who received their Siddurim. Mazel Tov! 

Teacher placements and classroom allocations have been completed, 
and this year we are excited to announce a new pilot program on 
Hebrew reading that will take place during fi rst period on Tuesdays and 
Sundays for Grades 2 through 7. Our goal is to see progress in students’ 
letter and vowel recognition and reading comprehension. 

This year we have seven classes and 41 students all together. 
We are growing!

• Pre primary and primary (7 students)
• Grade one (3 students)
• Grade two (7 students)
• Grade three (5 students)
• Grade four (5 students)
• Grade 5 (8 students)
• Grade 6/7 (6 students)

Our mandate continues to be the teaching of Hebrew literacy, prayer, 
and Torah studies, as well as customs and holidays. 

Rabbi Karlin will focus on two specifi c curriculums, “What’s in the 
Siddur” and “How does Judaism Work?” 

Rabbi Kerzner will focus on Torah studies/holidays.

We are also happy to welcome back Joanna Mirsky Wexler, whose 
teaching next year will concentrate on Jewish history.

Kim and Darah, along with the Hebrew School Committee, look forward 
to a fulfi lling and successful Hebrew School year.
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HIGH HOLIDAY KADIMAH POEM

By Judith Goldberg

When Rita Mintz landed at Port Mouton in ’43, 
she met a gal from Halifax who is Shirlee (double ee). 
These ladies say it was an idealistic dream, 
an Atlantic ingathering of exiles the only theme, 
they formed a small group at a Jewish oasis, 
drawing Hebrew youth from the tiniest of places.
This camp relocated in 1944, 
and will remain at Lake William forevermore.
Since the 1940s, Barss Corner memories remain oh so near, 
and echoes of Shabbat services are ever dear. 
The greatest hallmark came in the summer of ’48, 
when on May 14, the U.N. declared Israel a state.

Remembering Hitamlut, Mifkad and canteen,
secret trips to Mader’s for the daring and the keen,
as the 1950s encouraged Atlantic participation, 
Camp Kadimah became a household sensation. 
Newfoundland campers travelled by ferry overnight, 
to board a train with Cape Bretoners at fi rst light, 
because Haligonians were the fi rst there, 
the New Brunswickers deemed it totally unfair, 
after ferry and bus, they arrived so late 
the beds which remained were judged second rate.

The world was spinning and the 60s were so cool, 
campers began to question every rule, 
while patriotism to Israel was an easy sell, 
because in 1967, we reclaimed the Kotel, 
in 1969, a seat in the Ulam was diffi cult to fi nd 
as Neil Armstrong took that giant step for mankind. 
An experiment called Camp Machar also evolved, 
and teenage angst was easily solved.
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The 70s and 80s saw Shalom little town, 
Atlantic Jewish numbers began to go down, 
the end of an era of the ferry and the train, 
the Jewish census seemed to wane 
with former campers all coming from away 
how would Kadimah have the might to stay? 
With a heart full of memories, nostalgia won, 
second generations basked in South Shore sun.

The 1990s boasted an infl ux of those with few ties, 
to a camp whose reputation remained on the rise,  
from Montreal and Toronto campers boarded and fl ew, 
to a destination in Nova Scotia recognized by so few, 
former Maritimers had created an informal delegation, 
promoting Jewish values amidst frolic and vacation.

Almost four score years later, it is still sometimes unbelievable, 
years when camp’s survival seemed inconceivable, 
but today and tomorrow in fl annel sheets against the damp, 
campers rejoice to hear ”Hakshevu, Hakshevu!! Attention in the camp!”

Camp Kadimah remains the jewel of Jewish youth in the Atlantic 
Provinces. Today, former campers, and even those with no previous 
experiences with a camp on the South Shore, send campers as well. 
Both of the recipients of this east coast hospitality and vitality benefi t 
immensely. The friendships and camaraderie are often lifelong. We 
encourage children to partake of the magic that Camp Kadimah can 
provide.

As the song says, “As long as we all pull together, Kadimah will grow 
more and more.”
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LOCAL ISRAELI ARTIST DONATES 
LARGE METAL MENORAH TO 
THE SHAAR SHALOM

A huge thank you to Ari Harel of Halifax, a local 
Jewish metal artist who designed and donated 
this beautiful menorah to the Shaar Shalom 
Synagogue. Ari has designed other large Judaica 
metal works and donated them to various 
institutions across Atlantic Canada, including a 
beautiful Holocaust memorial candelabra to the 
Atlantic Jewish Council.

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS

BIRTHS

Mazel tov to Naomi Rosenfeld and Jeffrey Greenberg on the birth of 
their daughter, Abigail Della Greenberg, on November 13, 2021.

Mazel tov to Johanne Solomon on the birth of a granddaughter, Anise 
Solomon. Proud parents are Gabriel Solomon and Mary Teresa Thomas.

Mazel tov to Lysa and Michael April on the birth of their grandson, Eli 
Morris Kamil, on March 26, 2022 in Toronto to Samantha April and Yoni 
Kamil. Samantha’s brother, Allan, is excited to be an uncle!

Mazel tov to Craig Garson and Cathy Smith on the birth of their 
grandson, Irving Mihalovich, on December 2, 2021, in Brooklyn, NY, to 
Ellen and Nate Mihalovich. Sadly, Irving’s “Grand Bubbie”, Ruth Garson, 
z”l, was only ever able to meet Irving virtually.

Mazel tov to Victor and Judith Goldberg on the arrival of their newest 
granddaughter, Isabelle (Izzy) Brodie Goldberg, on June 29, 2022, in 
Toronto. Proud parents are Genna Schnurbach and Eric Goldberg and 
adoring big sister is Addison Moe. Mazel tov as well to Izzy’s proud Aunt 
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Rachael Goldberg and Great Uncle Jon Goldberg!

Mazel tov to Bev Hymes and Herb Vandermeulen on the birth of their 
fi rst grandchild, Ivy Devorah Tipman, on August 20, 2022, to their 
daughter, Aviva, and her partner, Greg Tipman, in Ottawa.

MILESTONES

Jonathan Falk chanted the haftarah on the fi rst day of Sukkot 
(September 21, 2022) and the family (Dan and Jonathan Falk, George 
Garcia, and Jimmy Falk-Garcia) sponsored a kiddush in honour of the 
62nd wedding anniversary of their parents, Michael, z”l, and Lili Falk, 
and the 90th birthday of Michael Falk, z”l, on September 22, 2022.

Mazel tov to Martin Herschorn who retired on February 4, 2022, from 
his position as Nova Scotia’s Director of Public Prosecutions. For more 
information on Martin’s 50 year career, go to: https://bit.ly/3KYRJsq 

Mazel tov to Ray and Margaret Lennark on celebrating 60 years of 
marriage on April 8, 2021

B’NAI MITZVAH

The fi rst two b’nei mitzvah took place in August last year after the High 
Holiday Bulletin had already gone to press!

Mazel tov to Lena Epstein and her family on her bar mitzvah on August 7, 
2021. Mazel tov to her proud parents, Ian Epstein and Erin Awalt, and to 
Lena’s sister, Violet, and her brother, Harris.

Mazel tov to Oliver de Champlain and his family on his bar mitzvah 
on August 28, 2021. Mazel tov to his parents, Becky Pink and Andy de 
Champlain, and his brother, Philip.

Mazel tov to Jordan Rittenberg and his family on his bar mitzvah on 
October 1, 2021. Mazel tov to his proud parents, Paula and David 
Rittenberg, his brothers, Ben and Aiden.

Mazel tov to Samantha Shapiro and her family on her bat mitzvah on 
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October 9, 2021. Mazel tov to her proud parents, Valerie and Jonathan 
Shapiro, and her brother, Eric.

Mazel tov to Shayna Wolfson and her family on her bat mitzvah on 
October 16, 2021. Mazel tov to her proud parents, Jennifer Miller and 
Louis Woldson, and her brother, Charlie.

Mazel tov to Ben Nathanson and his family on his bar mitzvah on 
October 30, 2021. Mazel tov to his proud parents, Peter and Catherine, 
and his brother, Quinn, and grandmother, Fannie Nathanson.

Mazel tov to Boaz and Dov Wexler and their family on their b’nei mitzvot 
on November 6, 2021. Mazel tov to their proud parents, Joanna Mirsky 
Wexler and Ezra Wexler, and grandparents, Marty, z’l, and Cheryl Wexler.

Mazel tov to Yael Bloom and her family on her bat mitzvah on November 
13, 2021. Mazel tov to her proud parents, Nancy and Seth Bloom, and 
her sister, Aliyah.

Mazel tov to Gabe Anderson and his family on his bar mitzvah on 
December 11, 2021. Mazel tov to his proud parents, Heather and David, 
and his sister, Sylvie.

Mazel tov to Rosalind and Philip Belitsky, who celebrated the bar 
mitzvah of their grandson, Eli Sobol, on December 11, 2021, in 
Singapore. Some congregants may remember that Eli’s older sister 
Maya had her Bat Mitzvah at Shaar Shalom in Halifax in June 2017, and 
their mother, Lorraine, had hers at the Shaar years earlier. Sadly, COVID 
travel restrictions prevented Eli from doing the same in 2021.

Mazel tov to Alex Harding and his family on his bar mitzvah on April 
9, 2022. Mazel tov to his proud parents, Penny and Jeff Harding, his 
grandmother, Renee Danker, and brother, Evan.

Mazel tov to Freya and Joshua Neilson and their family on their b’nei 
mitzvot on May 7, 2022. Mazel tov to their proud parents, Jennifer Pink 
and Scott Neilson, and grandparents, Rita and Joel Pink.

Mazel tov to Lloyd Newman and Linda Law on the bat mitzvah of their 
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granddaughter, Hannah Newman, in Toronto on June 10, 2022. Hannah 
is the daughter of Mark and Barbara Newman.

Mazel tov to Millie and Harvey Meretsky on the bat mitzvah of their 
granddaughter, Sara Rebecca Zinkin, in Rochester, New York, on May 
21, 2021. The proud parents are Tami Meretsky and Adam Zinkin, and 
brother Max.

Mazel tov to Jacob and Bracha Koren on the b’nei mitzvoth of their 
granddaughters, Noa and Eden (the daughters of Sharon and Bryan, and 
Hila and David), on July 2, 2022, at Adath Israel Congregation in Toronto.

Mazel tov to Ari Wolfe and his family on his bar mitzvah on July 2, 2022. 
Mazel tov to his proud parents, Georgette and Yariv, and his siblings 
Ma’ayan, Tzipi, and Ronen.

Mazel tov to Annette and Willard Strug and their entire family on 
celebrating the b’nei mitzvot of three of their grandchildren this year! 
Their granddaughter Lilly Strug’s bat mitzvah took place on May 21, 
2022, in Los Angeles. Her parents are Robin (nee Offman) and Jeff 
Strug. Their granddaughter, Blair Murray, and grandson, Alex Strug, 
celebrated their b’nei mitzvot in Jerusalem on June 20, 2022. Blair’s 
parents are Lisa Strug and Andrew Murray, and Alex’s parents are Elyssa 
and Lowell Strug.

GRADUATES

Mazel tov to Gaby Macklin on receiving her Masters of Science in 
Biology, with her study of whale acoustics, from Dalhousie University.

Mazel tov to Peggy Walt on receiving her MFA in Creative Writing from 
the University of King’s College.

Mazel tov to Brooklyn Warman who graduated from St Mary’s University 
magna cum laude, just missing summa by a fraction, in May 2022. She is 
presently working for a biotech company with plans to take the medical 
school entrance exams. Proud father is Phil Warman.
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HONOURS, AWARDS, ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Mazel tov to Jim Spatz, an award-winning CEO and philanthropic 
trailblazer, on receiving an honorary doctorate from Dalhousie University 
on May 25, 2022.

Mazel tov to Aliyah Bloom who was selected Maccabi Canada national 
junior swim team for the Maccabiah games in Israel in July 2022. Proud 
parents are Seth and Nancy Bloom. Proud sister is Yael Bloom.

Mazel tov to Gabriel Raphael who was selected to the Maccabi Canada 
u16 national soccer team for the Maccabiah games in Israel in July 2022. 
Proud parents are Doug Raphael and Amy Ornstein. Proud sisters are 
Abigail Raphael and Rebeccah Raphael.

Mazel tov to Annette and Willard Strug whose granddaughter, Ellie 
Murray, won a bronze medal as part of the Canadian Junior Girls (under 
16) team that competed at the Maccabiah Games in Israel in July 2022. 
Ellie lives in Toronto with her parents, Lisa Strug and Andrew Murray, 
and sister, Blair.

Mazel tov to Tzipi Wolfe on being elected Kadima (Gesher) USY (United 
Synagogue Youth) Vice President. Proud parents are Georgette and 
Yariv, and proud siblings are Ma’ayan, Ari, and Ronen!

Mazel tov to Mike Winter on being selected to represent Canada at the 
World Equestrian Championships in Italy in September 2022. Mike has 
previously represented Canada at two Olympic Games and at two Pan 
American Games. Proud parents are Nadine and Mark Winter.

CONDOLENCES

Condolences to the Conter family on the death of Esther Deborah 
Conter, z”l, on September 8, 2021. Deborah is the wife of the Dr. Ralph 
Conter, z”l; mother of Dr. Howard (Karen) Conter, Arlene Comeau, and 
Tema Conter, z”l; grandmother of Adam (Ariela) Conter and Jenna 
Conter; and, great-grandmother of Reuben, Isaac, Dalia, Micah, and 
Asher.
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Condolences to the Gutnick family on the death of David Gold Gutnick, 
z”l, on October 19, 2021.

Condolences to Bev Hymes and her entire family on the death of Bev’s 
mother, Dorothy Hymes, z”l, on October 23, 2021, in Ottawa.

Condolences to the Goldbloom family on the death of Dr. Richard 
Goldbloom, z”l, on November 19, 2021.

Condolences to Arik Drucker and his family on the death of Arik’s Aunt 
Esther Itkin (nee Wortzman), z”l, on December 2, 2021, at the age of 76 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Condolences to Cheryl Klein Wexler and family on the death of Cheryl’s 
husband, Martin (Marty) Wexler, z”l, on December 14, 2021. Marty was 
a devoted father to Ezra Wexler (Joanna) and Kayla Wexler Robinson 
(Matthew), and a beloved grandfather of Boaz, Dov, Briella, and Zaven.

Condolences to Henry and Michael Stern and their families on the death 
of their mother, Mary Helen Kanner, z”l, on February 19, 2022. A talented 
violinist with Symphony Nova Scotia, Mary later shared her love of music 
and strings as a teacher in the Halifax Regional School Board.

Condolences to Phil Star and the entire Star and Laufer families on the 
death of Phil’s mother, Gertrude Faye Star, z”l, on February 19, 2022. 
Gertrude was a pillar of the Jewish community in Yarmouth and was 
buried next to her husband Danny, z”l, in the Agudath Achim Cemetery 
in Yarmouth.

Condolences to the family on the death of Manya Fikson, z”l, on 
April 24, 2022.

Condolences to the family on the death of Leonid Zomer, z”l, on 
April 26, 2022.

Condolences to the Garson family on the death of Harriett “Ruth” 
Garson, z”l, on June 20, 2022, her late husband’s (Ralph) birthday. Ruth 
was an active member of the Halifax Jewish community and a devoted 
mother to Craig (Cathy), Marc (Karen), and Andrea. She was beloved by 
her grandchildren and great-grandson.

Condolences to Lili (Lillian) Falk and her family on the death of her 
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beloved husband, Michael Falk, z”l, on August 2, 2022. Michael and Lili 
were both child survivors of the Holocaust. When they moved to Halifax in 
late 1962, they became devoted members of the Shaar Shalom and raised 
their two sons, Jonathan and Dan, in the Shaar community. Condolences 
to Dan and Jonathan (George Garcia), and grandson, Jimmy. 

IN MEMORIAM

RICHARD GOLDBLOOM, z’’l
November 19, 2021

Richard Goldbloom, z”l, was born in 
Montreal to Alton and Annie (Ballon) 
Goldbloom. Raised in Montreal, he 
attended Selwyn House School and 
Lower Canada College, obtained an 
undergraduate and medical degree from 
McGill University. While he was a medical 
student, he and the love of his life, Ruth Schwartz, married and began a 
journey of 66 years of abiding happiness together. 

He trained as a pediatrician at the Montreal Children’s Hospital and at 
Boston Children’s Hospital. Returning to Montreal, he joined his father 
and brother Victor in a private pediatric practice before committing 
to a full-time academic career at McGill University and the Montreal 
Children’s Hospital. In 1967, he was recruited to be Professor and Chair 
of the Department of Pediatrics at Dalhousie University in Halifax and 
inaugural Physician-in-Chief and Director of Research at the newly 
constructed Izaak Walton Killam Hospital for Children. He held these 
positions for the next 18 years. He served as Chancellor of Dalhousie 
University from 2001-2007.

He and Ruth quickly integrated themselves into the academic, political, 
cultural and social life of Halifax. He became President of the Atlantic 
Symphony Orchestra, indicative of his lifelong passion for music and his 
considerable talent as a pianist; music and musicians were always close 

Dr. Richard Goldbloom, z”l, 
at the unveiling of the sculpture of 

Ruth Goldbloom, z”l, at Pier 21 
Museum on October 3, 2021
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to his heart. One of his favourite places to sit was at the keyboard of his 
Steinway, revisiting Chopin and Brahms and learning new repertoire. 
For many years, Shaar Shalom congregants were treated to his musical 
talent each Yom Kippur as he played the piano portion of the ancient 
and mournful melody of Kol Nidre.

He became an avid sailor and golfer, and his irrepressible humour could 
be heard across fairways and on the high seas.

He chaired and participated in numerous Boards. He published over 
140 scientifi c research papers, wrote a Pediatric Clinical Skills textbook, 
co-edited the book Preventing Disease: Beyond the Rhetoric, served as 
editor of Pediatric Notes and in 2013, he published his autobiography, 
A Lucky Life. He held visiting professorships and distinguished 
lectureships throughout the world and received many honours over his 
career, including the Order of Nova Scotia and the Order of Canada. 
He was particularly moved when the hospital he led for much of his 
career named its newest building the Richard B. Goldbloom Pavilion for 
Research and Clinical Care. In 2016, he was inducted into the Canadian 
Medical Hall of Fame.

He placed high priority on not taking himself too seriously and on 
drawing energy, enthusiasm and insight from the young people he 
cared for and the many generations of students he taught. He was 
happiest surrounded by the four generations of his family—each 
one a new audience for his oldest jokes. His love of laughter was 
infectious, and his core temperament of equanimity endured even as his 
deteriorating memory robbed him of new opportunities. Ruth was his 
energy source, and he was forever weakened by her death. She said the 
only disease he would ever die of was optimism. His optimism was not 
fatal but rather a sustaining life force for nine decades.

Condolences to his children Alan (Lynn), Barbara (Tony Hughes), and 
David (Nancy Epstein); grandchildren Michael (Kelly Ludgate), Kate 
(Michael Bozek), Ellen (Joshua Kardish), Amy (David Frenkel), Stephen 
(Jenny Maryasis), Daniel (Jessica Duffi n Wolfe) and Will (Zachary Russell); 
great-grandchildren Sam, Ben, Parker, Jack, Cole, Wolf, Lucas, Rachel, 
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Lia, Kensington, and Maya; many nieces and nephews; and sisters-in-law 
Diane, Diana and Inez Schwartz and Sheila Goldbloom.
(Excerpted from Dr. Goldbloom’s obituary).

MARTIN “MARTY” WEXLER, z’’l
December 14, 2021

Marty Wexler, z”l, born December 28th, 1951, in 
Montreal, Quebec, died peacefully with his family 
by his side at the Victoria General Hospital in Halifax 
on Tuesday December 14th, 2021, following a brief 
illness. Loving husband of 47 years to Cheryl Klein Wexler. Devoted 
father of Ezra Wexler (Joanna) and Kayla Wexler Robinson (Matthew), 
and grandfather to Boaz, Dov, Briella, and Zaven. 

Marty studied sociology and philosophy at Sir George Williams 
University in Montreal and later went on to earn a Master of Social 
Work at the Maritime School of Social Work at Dalhousie University. A 
registered social worker for forty-three years, Marty worked tirelessly for 
the rights of persons with disabilities to live in the community. 

He began his career working to develop group homes with the 
government of New Brunswick, followed by several years at the Nova 
Scotia Hospital as a psychiatric social worker. There he became involved 
in the Nova Scotia Government Employees Union, becoming their Vice 
President. He soon recognized the need for housing and community 
support for persons with disabilities, and in 1986 founded Community 
Living Centres Inc. where he oversaw and operated small option homes 
and supported apartments every day until his recent admission to 
hospital. Believing strongly in the rights of all disabled people, Marty 
was a founding member and Chairman of the Disability Rights Coalition, 
a cross-disability coalition of individuals and organizations. Marty also 
served in various positions with the Continuing Care Association of 
Nova Scotia, including President, for many years. 

Marty was a strong supporter of the Shaar: he served as treasurer for a 
period of time and sat on the human resources committee. Recently he 
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accepted a position on the board of the Atlantic Jewish Council. 

Marty was an avid sports enthusiast, with a particular passion for 
football and golf, and enjoyed participating in many tournaments and 
pick-up games with friends and strangers alike. 

He touched many people throughout his life and will be missed by all. 
(Excerpted from Marty’s obituary)

MARY KANNER, z’’l
February 19, 2022

TRIBUTE BY FRAN ORNSTEIN AT MARY’S FUNERAL

Hello everyone. I’m Fran Ornstein, Mary’s friend of 
43 years. Thank you for being here in person or on 
Zoom to give Mary a beautiful good-bye, and to give family and friends 
the opportunity to share memories and feelings and to give each other 
support.

I was about one year into my life in Nova Scotia when I met Mary. A 
designer friend, Greg Silver, invited me to Henry’s bris, maybe to make 
a minyan but defi nitely to meet Mary. This was the beginning of my 
Jewish family in Nova Scotia. Mary invited us to Passover Seder and, 
since 1979 after Henry was born, we have done this almost every year, 
her house or mine. Emma, my daughter, was born, then Mike, her son, 
then Daniel, my son. Other individuals and families were involved too. 
Mary made sure every Seder was a delicious and beautiful feast. She 
was queen of the Cuisinart, making us homemade gefi lte fi sh, matzoh 
balls and chopped liver. She was so proud of her mother’s beautiful 
silver, polished for the occasion, the bone china, and accessories which 
were lovingly stored and laid out on her famous purple tablecloth and 
lavender napkins. She made sure the kids had fun. Always dipping 
the matzah in chocolate, making scavenger hunts and picking up neat 
holiday learning tools in Boston whenever she travelled there.
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And we observed other holidays and occasions together; since I lived 
out of town, she reserved her couch for me the afternoons of Yom 
Kippur when we’d hang out maybe nap. Mary reminded me of my own 
sister in some ways and we were very comfortable with each other. 
Heather Zitner, Mary’s friend who now lives in Vancouver, offered me 
this phrase…. ’This was the family we chose!’ And, living far from any 
relatives, we were grateful to be able to give

this to our kids. Bringing friends, our chosen family, together for these 
special occasions made our lives so much richer.

Mary was not only an excellent musician, but also an educator. She was 
keenly interested in fi nding new ways to engage her students. Mary 
once gave her very young music students fl ashlights, had them sit in a 
circle, dimmed the lights and introduced drumming in the atmosphere 
of a campfi re. Who thinks of these things? Always creative, always going 
beyond expectations as she did with her own little grandkids. 

Although Mary was one of the early adopters of technology and used a 
Mac way before most of us, she also would pull out the big refrigerator 
cardboard box, decorated to the hilt so her grandkids could look 
forward to their own little dream spaces when they visited. Under her 
grand piano you would fi nd a nest of pillows and blankets for them. And 
she was famous for her arts and crafts sessions for her granddaughters. 
You might know that she recently sewed amazing doll clothes for her 
extensive American doll collection. On Kijiji she found a supposedly 
red-headed version in the back woods behind Bridgewater which I 
hunted down for her. Just this Thursday, before she died, she called me 
to thank me again and report that she washed its hair and scrubbed its 
face, and the brown hair was indeed red. She was happy that her Anne 
of Green Gable idea would work.

Mary was a dedicated and generous friend to many of us here. Health 
problems slowed her down for sure, but she managed to keep her 
friendships active in one manner or another. Thank you, Mary, for 
choosing us as family. You will be missed.
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GERTRUDE FAYE STAR, z’’l
February 19, 2022

Born in Montreal, Gertrude Star, z”l, was the daughter 
of the late Max and Sarah Laufer. She was a devoted 
and caring mother who adored her children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and took 
great pride in raising her family. Yet she made time to 
advocate and fundraise for the mentally challenged. And, in her spare 
time, she enjoyed golfi ng, playing bridge, and entertaining her friends 
and family. She was a pillar of the Yarmouth Jewish Community and was 
buried next to her husband, Danny, z”l, in the Agudath Achim Cemetery 
in Yarmouth.

Condolences to her children, Rosalie (Victor) Indig, Phil (Francine) Star 
and Wayne Star, all of Yarmouth; her brother, Saul (Barbara) Laufer, 
Montreal; grandchildren, Brian (Sandy) Indig, and Steven (Mattea Wintre) 
Indig, both of Toronto; great-grandchildren, Dani, Roxie and Phoenix; 
lifelong friend, Esther Davis; and many nieces and nephews.
(Excerpted from Mrs. Star’s obituary)

HARRIETT “RUTH” GARSON, z’’l
June 20, 2022

Ruth Garson, z”l, passed away peacefully at age 90 on 
June 20, 2022 (on her late husband’s birthday) after a 
brief illness and with her family by her side. She was 
the youngest daughter of the late Charles and Rose 
Migdol of Detroit, MI.

Born and raised in Detroit, MI, she met her husband, Ralph Garson, 
z”l, while he was working in Detroit. They married soon afterwards and 
moved back to Halifax in the early 1960’s. She instantly became part 
of the large “Garson Family” and was actively involved in the Halifax 
Jewish Community throughout her life. She held several positions with 
Hadassah Wizo, including President of the Avivah Chapter. She and 
Ralph regularly attended Shabbat services at the Shaar Shalom and 
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were tireless volunteers.

In 1973, once her children were in school, she began a successful career 
in real estate that spanned over 20 years. Throughout the years she 
loved to play bridge (and catch her husband cheating), have family and 
friends over for meals, and spend any time she could with her children 
and grandchildren. She will be fondly remembered by many for her 
words of wisdom, quick wit, and a woman of many sayings, her most 
favorite being “you can’t go wrong on right street”.

Condolences to her children Andrea and Craig (Cathy), Halifax, and 
Marc (Karen), London, ON; granddaughters Ellen (Nate), Brooklyn, NY, 
Rose (Greg), Boston, Mass, Marybeth, Halifax, Sara and Erin, London, 
ON, and Madison, Kingston, ON; sister-in-law Goldie Rubin, Toronto; 
dozens of cherished nieces and nephews, and her great grandson, 
Irving Mihalovich, whom she regrettably was only able to meet virtually.
(Excerpted from Mrs. Garson’s obituary)

MICHAEL FALK, z’’l
August 2, 2022

The trajectory of the remarkable life of Michael Falk, 
z”l, took him from Warsaw to Montreal to Halifax, 
where he and Lili, his wife, settled in 1962 and raised 
their family. Michael was a Holocaust survivor, who 
was hidden by Polish acquaintances under sometimes harrowing 
circumstances in and around Warsaw, the place of his birth. He and 
his parents and extended family had been in the Warsaw ghetto for 
several years before the deportations began. In April 1943, Mike and 
his mother escaped from the Ghetto while his father stayed to fi ght the 
Nazis. His father, who was sent to Auschwitz and other camps, survived 
because he could still work, ultimately within the confi nes of Oskar 
Schindler’s forced labour camp, Brunnlitz. Fortunately, both Mike’s 
mother and father survived the war. At the end of the war, Mike went 
to an orphanage, where other child survivors gathered to recover with 
the help of psychologists and teachers. He was later reunited with his 
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parents, and the family was fi nally able to travel to Canada, where they 
settled in Montreal in 1949, when Mike was 17. Although Mike’s parents 
divorced, he remained close to them both. After retiring from a long 
teaching career in Montreal Jewish People’s School, Mike’s mother 
moved to Halifax, where she lived for the rest of her life. 

In Montreal, Mike learned English in addition to his Yiddish, German and 
Polish, and he enrolled at McGill, graduating with an honours degree 
in chemistry. Afterwards he did a PhD in physical chemistry at Laval 
University, where he added French to his knowledge of languages. In 
1958, Mike met Lili at a University of London residence. She was another 
hidden child, coincidentally born in Warsaw, not many streets from 
Mike’s family. Mike and Lili were married one year later in Israel, where 
Lili’s parents, also divorced by this time, had settled. Mike and Lili were 
in Boston, Mike doing a post-doc at MIT and Lili studying at Radcliffe 
College for her PhD in Linguistics, when their son Jonathan was born. 
They moved to Halifax in 1962, and their son Dan was born there in 1966. 

For many years, Mike and Lili lived on Conrose Avenue, in a house 
suitably named Moorings, across the street from Conrose Park, where 
the young Falk boys could play, and close enough to the Waegwoltic 
Club for Mike to walk to the tennis courts. In addition to tennis, Mike 
enjoyed a variety of other social activities. He and Lili were enthusiastic 
dancers, and they regularly danced during the weekly musical concerts 
held at the gazebo in the Public Gardens. Mike also enjoyed playing 
the piano, entertaining the seniors for years at Northwood, where his 
mother spent the latter part of her life, and playing there even after his 
mother had passed away. Mike also delighted in his weekly Go games. 

He shared his interest in chemistry with Jonathan and his interest 
in astronomy with Dan. After he retired from the National Research 
Council, where his work was in physical chemistry, he developed an 
interest in the origin and history of names, and delivered several papers 
on the subject. Mike’s love of nature showed itself in his gardening 
and general appreciation of the outdoors. The Falk family made an 
annual August pilgrimage to Milford House, appreciating its natural 
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surroundings. For several winters, Mike and Lili spent time in Florida, 
where they lived near the beach and oceanfront. There Mike continued 
to play tennis and was part of a Yiddish club. For many years, he 
followed the Philologos articles on language and Jewish culture in The 
Forward, another extension of his interest in languages. And he was a 
stalwart supporter of the Pride movement. Mike made friends easily and 
was always generous with them. After Lili retired from teaching at Saint 
Mary’s, the Falks opened their home to the SMU Retirees Association 
for its Fall picnics at least twice. On other occasions, Mike and Lili 
entertained their guests with tea, cake, cookies and good company at a 
long table in their living room. 

For at least twenty years, Mike, Lili, and several friends attended Friday 
night services at Shaar Shalom, after which they shared Shabbat dinners 
at local restaurants, most often Greek Village or, latterly, the Athens. 
The Falks’ dinner choice was often stuffed cabbage with a side of 
potatoes and Greek salad, to which their dear friend Molly Rechnitzer 
added her unwanted black olives. In addition to Molly, the Falks were 
accompanied by Alex and Shifra Richman, Wendy Katz and Alan Young, 
and from time to time, Beth Donald, Devorah Gillard, Dorota Glowacka, 
and any other guests or members at services, who were always 
welcomed with enthusiasm. Shabbat dinners were glorious occasions, 
full of interesting conversation and laughter. 

Several years ago, Mike and Lili moved to Parkland at the Gardens, a 
walkable distance to the Public Gardens, where they continued dancing 
for as long as possible. Mike continued playing the piano at Shannex 
and pursued his unfailing interest in learning by participating in the 
available Great Books events and Current Affairs sessions. 

Michael Falk was a devoted husband to Lili and a wonderful father to 
Jonathan and Dan, father-in-law to George and grandfather to Jimmy. He 
was a man of many parts: his intellect was prodigious, but it was evenly 
matched by his warmth, kindness, and generosity. To be with Michael was 
truly a gift, one that will be treasured by all who knew and loved him. 
—Submitted by Wendy Katz
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PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

Wishing You 
a Happy 
and Healthy 
New Year

LINDA RAND AND 
BARRIE GREEN AND FAMILY

Warmest Wishes 
for the New Year

DAVID AND JANE ALEXANDER 
AND FAMILY

Best Wishes for 
a Happy and Healthy 

New Year to All

BEVERLY PARSONS

Wishing You 
a Happy 
and Healthy 
New Year

NANCY AND MENASHE 
CIEPLINSKI AND FAMILY

Best Wishes for 
a Happy 
and Healthy 
New Year

ETIENNE MALAN

Best Wishes for 
a Happy and Healthy 

New Year

HARRY GLUBE

Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy 
New Year

LYSA, MICHAEL AND ALLAN APRIL
SAMANTHA APRIL, YONI KAMIL AND BABY ELI KAMIL
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Warmest 
Wishes 
for the 
New Year

MORLEY AND DEBBIE RINZLER

Shana Tova

SHARI AND PAUL OSTROM

Wishing You and your Family a Happy and 
Healthy New Year! 

Shanah Tovah u’Metuka!

HECTOR RIVAS

Wishing Everyone 
a Healthy and Happy

New Year

CARA AND TED TAX 
AND FAMILY

L’Shana Tova 
Tikatevu! Best 
Wishes from

LILI FALK 
AND SONS

L’Shana 
Tova from

YOLANA WASSERSUG, 
SAM WORTHINGTON
AND MAX WORTHINGTON

Warmest Wishes for
the New Year

LINDA AND DAVID, DANIEL, 
SYLVIE

AND FELIX SCHROEDER, EMILY, 
PAUL, JAYDEN AND MILES 

ALEXANDER

PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

Tikatevu! Best 

YOLANA WASSERSUG, 



42

Warmest Wishes for a
Healthy and Happy New Year

CINDY GILLIES
KIMBERLEY, SAUL, ELI AND NAOMI OFFMAN

Shana Tova 
U’Metuka

GOMER MICHAIAH

With Our Very Best 
wishes For Good 
Things to Come 
in the New Year. 
Shanah Tovah!

MARK, SUE, JOSH, 
JENNIE AND REBECCA DAVID

Shanah Tovah to All From

IAN, ERIN, LENA, VIOLET 
AND HARRIS EPSTEIN

Leshana Tova!
Wishing you a 

Happy and Healthy 
New Year

NAOMI, YARIV, DARIA, ITAMAR, 
AND MIRIAM GADISH

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year

JULIE, MICHAEL, LILA
AND ERIC BROCK

PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

KIMBERLEY, SAUL, ELI AND NAOMI OFFMAN

Things to Come 
in the New Year. 
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PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

Wishing You 
and Your Loved 

Ones Shanah Tovah 
U’Mitukah

REBECCA, BOBBY, CATE, CLAIRE, 
AND JOHNATHAN PRETTY

Wishing you 
a Happy, 
Healthy 
New Year

FRAN ORNSTEIN AND
FRED WENDT

Best Wishes for a Happy New Year

THE VICTOR GOLDBERG FAMILY
VICTOR, JUDITH, RACHAEL, ERIC, GENNA, ADDISON MOE 

AND ISABELLE BRODIE

A Happy 
New Year 
to All

WENDY KATZ, 
ALAN YOUNG
AND FAMILY

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year

LEA AND JACK WAGNER

Wishing You All L’Shana Tova
in the Year to Come

NANCY, SETH, ALIYAH AND YAEL BLOOM

Wishing You All L’Shana Tova



44

Wishing Everyone 
a Sweet New Year

RAY AND 
MARGARET 

LENNARK

Wishing You a Happy 
and Healthy New 

Year

ALISSA, MIKE AND ARIA 
PENCER MATTIE

Wishing you all a 
Sweet, Healthy and 

Happy New Year

DAVID AND DARAH GREENWOOD

Good Health 
and Peace in 
the New Year

SHERI LECKER, MARK EVANS, 
BESSIE, JOEY AND SAM

L’Shana Tova To
Everyone

DAVID GILES, ANDREA 
HILCHIE-PYE AND FAMILY

Shana Tova 
U’metukah

DAVID AND 
LEAH ZER-AVIV

Best Wishes for a Happy 
and Healthy New Year

LAUREN, DAN, JACKSON AND LYLA MACDONALD

PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS
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PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

Peace, Joy and Health

VICTORIA AND ED ROSENBERG

A Happy 
and Healthy 
New Year 
to All

VICTORIA AND MARTIN
HERSCHORN

L’Shana Tova

IRMA AND JERRY BARKOW, 
PHILIP BARKOW, SARAH BARKOW,

JOSHUA, EVELYN AND 
SIMON KALB

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year

SHARON WAXMAN AND
CHARLIE CAMPBELL

Best Wishes 
for a 
Healthy 
and Happy 
New Year

JON GOLDBERG

L’Shana Tova to All

PHIL STAR AND FAMILY

VICTORIA AND ED ROSENBERG
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PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

Best Wishes 
for a Happy
New Year

THE COLLINS 
FAMILY: SHIRA, 
JEFF, LEAH
AND JORDAN

L’Shana Tova to All

LAURA, ANDREW, HENRY AND
JACOB OFFMAN

L’Shana Tova U’metukah to All

FROM THE ZELENIETZ FAMILY

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year

JACK BAIG

Best Wishes 
for a Sweet 
and Happy 
New Year

JENNIFER PINK, 
SCOTT, FREYA
AND JOSHUA NEILSON

Best Wishes for a
Happy and Healthy New Year

RITA AND JOEL PINK
LEAH, AARON AND HOLLY

DANIEL AND ELISSA AND GRANDCHILDREN

FROM THE ZELENIETZ FAMILY
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PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

L’Shana Tova to All

ETHEL COOPER-ROSEN AND MARK ROSEN

Wishing Everyone 
a Peaceful, Happy

and Healthy 
New Year

FIVEL WARMAN

Best Wishes 
for a Happy
and Healthy 
New Year

BEV HYMES AND
HERB VANDERMEULEN, 
AVIVA, ARI AND NOAH

Best Wishes for a
Healthy and Happy New Year

ANNETTE AND WILL STRUG AND FAMILY

L’Shana Tova

FAY COHEN

Wishing You All 
a Happy, Healthy and 

Peaceful New Year

BRACHA AND JACOB KOREN 
AND FAMILY

and Healthy 
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PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

Warmest Wishes 
for a Happy 
and Healthy 
New Year 
to All

ELEANOR AND MORRIS GIVNER

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year

PETER, CATHERINE, QUINN, 
BEN AND FANNIE NATHANSON

Shana Tova to All

Have a happy, 
healthier, better 

new year

TAMARA DAIMAN AND FAMILY

Wishing a Happy 
New Year to 

Everyone

JOEL AND ARDITH OFFMAN

L’Shana Tova u’Mtuka u’Vriah

To a Good, Sweet and Healthy New Year
for You and Yours

SHERRI KASTEN AND YAEL SELIGMAN

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year

RANDY FERGUSON

Wishing You 
Happy
Holidays

PEGGY, SHIMON, 
HANNAH, JOSH,
MARIA, AVA, 
AND EMMA WALT

for a Happy 
and Healthy 
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PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

Warmest Best 
Wishes for a
Healthy and

Happy New Year

SHIFRA RICHMAN AND
FAMILY

L’Shana 
Tova to All

ROSELLE GREEN 
AND FAMILY

Our Best Wishes for a Happy and
Healthy New Year to All

DAWN (“FIG”) FRAIL AND TIM MARGOLIAN

Shanah 
Tovah 
U’Metuka

DEBBIE PESTELL,
LUKAS,
AND EMELINE

Best Wishes for a 
Good and Sweet 

New Year

HOWARD HEYMAN 
AND HAL WALSH

Best Wishes for a Happy 
and Healthy New Year

ELLIOT, LEIGHA, BEN, JACOB, AND HANNAH GIVNER

DAWN (“FIG”) FRAIL AND TIM MARGOLIAN
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PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

Best Wishes for the 
Year 5783

MAXINE CORDON, DAVID, 
KI NAM & SAMMY CORDON
DANIELLE CORDON, STEVE, 

OLIVER AND FLETCHER 
LOHRENTZ

Wishing you 
a Healthy and 
Happy Year!

MILLIE AND HARVEY MERETSKY, 
JONATHAN, NATALIE, IDA AND 
REEVE MERETSKY, TAMI, ADAM, 

MAX AND SARA ZINKIN

Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy
New Year

ROSALIND & PHILIP BELITSKY
AND FAMILY

Warmest New 
Year’s Wishes

MARY DALE 
AND ED PENCER

Shanah Tovah
„Szczęśl iwego
Nowego Roku”̀

DOROTA GLOWACKA 
AND FAMILY

Warmest Wishes for 
the New Year

DEBBIE GARSON AND FAMILY

Shana Tova

RHONNA AND 
TOM GAUM
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PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

A Happy and Healthy New Year 
to all Our Family and Friends

THE CONTER FAMILY

Shana Tova
Wishing Everyone a Happy & Healthy 

New Year

JENNIFER MILLER, CHARLIE AND SHAYNA WOLFSON

L’Shana Tova!

Best Wishes for a Happy 
and Healthy New Year

THE WEXLERS: JOANNA, EZRA, BOAZ AND DOV

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 
New Year

DAN DRORY 
AND FAMILY

Shana Tova
With Peace and 

Blessings

FROM MITCH MCNEIL 
AND AIMEE COLOMBE

THE CONTER FAMILY
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PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

Best Wishes for a 
Peaceful, Happy, and 

Healthy New Year

DENISE NEVO, TAMY 
& IGAL, SHIRLEY & AMIR,

ITAI, SARAH, DANIEL, ZEV AND 
PHOENIX

Warmest Wishes 
to All for a Happy 

New Year

JUDITH AND STEPHEN BATES
JOSHUA, SARA, IRA, ALENYA & 

JACK BATES AARON, HANNAH & 
TESSA BATES & JULIE STINSON

Wishing Everyone 
a Peaceful, Happy 

and Healthy New Year

REBECCA WINN

L’Shana Tova U’ M’tuka U’ Vriah
A Good, Sweet and Healthy 
New Year To You and Yours

DEVORAH GILLARD

L’Shana Tova U’ M’tuka U’ Vriah
To A Good, Sweet and Healthy 
New Year To You and Yours

JOHANNE SOLOMON AND FAMILY

A Good, Sweet and Healthy 
New Year To You and Yours
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Warmest Wishes for a Happy, 
Healthy and Fulf illing New Year

KATRINA HURLEY, ERIK DRUCKER 
AND NOAH, AYLA AND MARIN

Warmest Wishes for a Healthy, Happy 
and Sweet New Year

LORRIE GOLDBERG AND FAMILY

PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

LORRIE GOLDBERG AND FAMILY
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PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

שנה טוב ומתוקה

Wishing Our Entire Shaar Family
and the Whole Community

a Good and Sweet Year

RABBI GARY KARLIN AND FAMILY

Wishing Everyone a Happy 
and Healthy New Year

JUAN ALAS AND CHAVELY HERNANDEZ PATIS
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PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

Best Wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy and Peaceful

New Year

LINDA LAW AND LLOYD NEWMAN

L’Shana Tova to All

THE HIRSCH FAMILY
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PERSONAL NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

Wishing You All a Sweet,
Happy and Healthy New Year

RONALD PINK AND FAMILY

Our Best Wishes for a Happy
and Healthy New Year To All

THE RAPHAEL AND ORNSTEIN FAMILY
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SPECIAL THANKS

Thanks to many people for their help in creating this year’s High Holiday 
Bulletin:

Dawn (“Fig”) Frail for her work on congregational news, article on the 
genizah, and in memoriam articles.  A lot of heavy lifting this year!

Wendy Katz and Fran Ornstein for special in memoriam profi les.

Linda Law for securing ads, chasing down reports, and pulling the 
bulletin together.

Sharon Waxman, Lea McKnight, Devorah Gillard, and Linda Law for 
securing greetings.

Joanna Wexler and the Executive Committee for their letter to the 
congregation.

Rabbi Karlin for the High Holiday schedule and thought-provoking 
article.

Committee chairs for their committee reports.

Victoria Rosenberg, Rabbi Karlin, and Linda Law for proofreading.



9th Annual AJFF 
November 17-20
AJFF Saturday night film  

and gala reception at Pier 21.  

Filmmaker Tamás Wormser  
will be in attendance for a Q&A.

Shalom Putti:  
A Long Way to 

Jerusalem
(2022, Documentary) 

When a small Jewish community  
in rural Uganda comes into contact  

with Orthodox rabbis from the Israeli  
settlements, everyone is transformed.

Screening in Halifax  
theatres and special  
virtual film package  

available in  
Atlantic Canada

Go to AJFF.CA  
for film line-up  

and tickets





“We understand the 
typical issues facing 

your business.”unique

Sometimes the difference between a good relationship 

and a great one is subtle. But with lawyers who know your 

business - not just your industry - Cox & Palmer makes the 

difference crystal clear. 

That’s why Atlantic Canadian businesses have 

relied on us for more than 165 years. 



 

 
CRUIKSHANK’S 

 
 

FUNERAL HOME 
 
 
 

“A Name you can trust since 1902” 
 
 
 

2666 Windsor Street 
 

Halifax 
 
 

(902) 423-7295 
 
 
 

Visit our website 
 

www.cruikshankhalifaxfuneralhome.com 

 



84 Chain Lake Drive, Suite 200, Office #9, Halifax, NS, B3S 1A2

Talk to us about how you can use  
life insurance and estate planning to  
make a legacy gift to Shaar Shalom.

stephen@maceachernfinancial.com

We’re here to help you live 
a happy and carefree life

Green Landers CPA Inc. 
Accountancy and Tax Services

Contact: Barrie Green or Ross Landers
Telephone: 902-481-8144
Fax: 902-481-8143

Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year

827 Bedford Highway, Suite 201  •  Bedford, NS  •  B4A 0J1





BtinU,daoRloopniuQ7526
902-429-6257

Our specia lty:
The freshest 
bagels 
made here 

Wishing everyone a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year

nscad.ca
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Warm wishes for 
a happy, healthy

NEW YEAR

Halifax | Fredericton





™/® Trademarks of Bank of Montreal.

Helping to
build stronger
communities.

At BMO®, we take pride in our local 
communities. Through various sponsorships 
and community involvement, we are 
committed to helping.

BMO Bank of Montreal Quinpool Road 
Branch is proud to support Shaar Shalom 
Synagogue Halifax.
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TIM MARGOLIAN
VP Investment Sales & Leasing
902.452.2459
tmargolian@royallepage.ca
7071 Bayers Rd, Suite 102, Halifax, NS B3L 2C2
Phone 902.453.1700 • Fax 902.455.6738

Check out our extensive kosher selection, 
not just for the holiday, but all year-round!

From everyone at Sobeys Queen Street,

Sobeys Queen Street 
(902) 422-9884

1120 Queen Street

Shanah Tovah!
Happy New Year!

Canada’s Family Grocery Store

2533 AGRICOLA STREET, HALIFAX

DISTILLERS | BAR | AIRBNB

WWW.COMPASSDISTILLERS.CA

WARM WISHES FOR A HEALTHY & HAPPY NEW YEAR



Plant seeds for your family
and for Israel’s future

by investing in
Israel Bonds

Shana
Tova! 

5783

Starting at

36
NEW!
Buy

Online!

Canada-Israel Securities, Limited is registered as an Exempt Market Dealer.

Scan
Visit israelbonds.ca/HH2022

Call 866.543.3351

Start Here:





ShanaTova!
The Atlantic Jewish Council wishes 
Shaar Shalom members good health, 
happiness, and peace in the new year.

9th Annual AJFF  |  November 17-20

AJFF Saturday night fi lm and gala reception at Pier 21. 
Filmmaker Tamás Wormser will be in attendance for a Q&A.

Screening in Halifax 
theatres and special 
virtual fi lm package 

available in 
Atlantic Canada
Go to AJFF.CA
for film line-up 

and tickets


