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High Holidays 5777 / 2016 
 

Annual Cemetery Visit 
Shaar Shalom Cemetery will be open for visiting: 

Sunday, September 25    11:00 am to 12:30 pm 
 

Rosh HaShanah 
Sunday, October 2nd  
6:30 pm – 7:00pm  (Evening services) 
 

Monday, October 3rd 
9:00 am   (Morning services) 
Junior Congregation 10:30 am (held in chapel) 
4:00 pm  Tashlich @ Bishop’s Landing 
7:35 pm (Evening Service) 
 

Tuesday, October 4th 
9:00 am   (Morning services) 
 

Yom Kippur 
Erev Yom Kippur – Kol Nidre 
Tuesday, October 11 
6:00 pm  Musical Introduction 
6:18 pm  Candle Lighting  
6:20 pm  Kol Nidre 
 
Wednesday, October 12 
9:00 am  (Morning Service) 
Junior Congregation 10:30 am (held in chapel) 
5:30 pm ( Mincha/Neilah/Maariv  (Holiday ends at 7:18 pm) 
 

Sukkot 
Day 1 -  October 17,  9:15 am 
Day 2 – October 18,  9:15 am 
 

Shemini Atzerat  -  Simchat Torah 
October 24,   9:15 am   and    October 24,   7:00 pm 
October 25,   9:00 am 
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Holiday Season Candle Lighting Times for Halifax  
 

Sun., Oct. 2: Eve of the first night of Rosh haShanah          6:34pm  
 
Mon., Oct 3: Eve of the 2nd night of Rosh haShanah after 7:33pm 
 
Tues., Oct. 4: holidays ends at                           7:32pm 
 
Fri.,     Oct. 7: Shabbat Shuva                                        6:25pm 
 
Sat.,    Oct. 8: Shabbat ends at                                                   7:25pm 
 
Tues., Oct. 11: Eve of Yom Kippur                                       6:18pm 
 
Wed., Oct. 12: holiday ends at                                       7:18pm 
 
Fri.,     Oct. 14: Shabbat                            6:13pm 
 
Sat.,    Oct. 14: Shabbat ends at                                       7:13pm 
 
Sun.,   Oct. 16: Eve of first day Sukkot                                  6:09pm 
 
Mon., Oct. 17: Eve of second day Sukkot    after 7:09pm 
 
Tue.,   Oct. 18: holiday ends at                7:08pm 
 
Fri.,    Oct. 21: Shabbat Chol haMoed                6:01pm 
 
Sat.,   Oct. 22: Shabbat ends at                 7:01pm 
 
Sun., Oct.  23: Eve of Shemini Atzeret               5:58pm 
 
Mon., Oct. 24: Eve of Simchat Torah     after 6:58pm 
 
Tue., Oct.  25: holiday ends at               6:57pm 
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Reminders: 
-All honourees called up to the Bimah should have their heads 
covered. 

 
-Shaar Shalom is proud to be a scent-free building. Please help 
us maintain it. 

 

-Please bring your High Holiday ticket to services. 

Decorum 
When you enter our sanctuary for prayer, remember to have 
your phones turned completely off. This is as much for your 
personal benefit as it is for the general atmosphere. 
Disconnect from the mobile world and plug-in to your soul, be 
attuned to your voice, hear your prayer, and feel the embrace 
of community. 

Children 
No sound is more cherished than that of the next generation. 
Children are always encouraged to participate in the main 
sanctuary’s services. There are, however, brief moments in each 
service when a quieter atmosphere is important, including: the 
sermon and Yizkor.  Parents, feel free to make use of our 
childcare options on the 2nd floor as you see fit. 

Toys 
Just as adults are turning off their smartphones, we ask that 
electronic children’s toys and colouring materials stay out of the 
main sanctuary. The childcare rooms on the 2nd floor are 
stocked with games and activities for your children’s use. 
Of course, children are welcome to bring puzzles, books, 
stuffed animals and the like into the main sanctuary. 
 

We request that all Jewish adults wear talliot (prayer 
shawls) while davening and that on Yom Kippur we wear 
white and refrain from wearing leather shoes, belts, or any 
other leather products. 
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Childcare During High Holiday Services 
 
There will be babysitting services provided during the High 
Holidays. 
 

In the upstairs Gold Room, there will be snacks, juice and 
supervision for younger children. The upstairs library will remain 
open for older children to rest and talk quietly during services. 
Childcare will be provided during the following times: 
   
Rosh Hashanah Day 1:    Monday October 3,   10:00-1pm 
Rosh Hashanah Day 2:    Tuesday October 4,   10:00-noon 
 
Kol Nidre:                           Tuesday   October 11,   6pm-8pm 
Yom Kippur morning:       Wednesday October 12,   9am-noon 
Yom Kippur evening:        Wednesday October 12,    5:30-7:30pm 
 

The High Holidays is an especially auspicious time to connect with 
others and build community. Greet newcomers or introduce 
yourself if you are new to the Shaar 

UPCOMING PROGRAM EVENTS 
 
4pm – 5:00 pm  Sunday, September 18: Canadian-Israeli 
Relations, Past, Present, and Future: a Discussion with Shlomit 
Sufa, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Israel, Ottawa. 
 
12:15pm-1:15pm, beginning September 24: 
 NaKh and Nosh: Bible Beyond the Torah 
Although Jews are the people of the book, there are many parts 
of the Jewish bible, the TaNaKh, we never read in services. The 
word TaNaKh is an acronym for the Jewish bible's 3 categories of 
books: the Torah (the five books of Moses), Nevi'im (the 
Prophets), and Ketuvim (the Scriptures). Over the course of the 
Jewish year, we read the full Torah, but we never read the full 
books of NaKh (Nevi'im and Ketuvim). 
 
But that will soon change at Shaar Shalom! 
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On the final Saturday morning of each month, starting at 12:00 
PM, we will study one chapter of NaKh: discovering why these 
words were so sacred to our ancestors, and why so few Jews 
read them. Find Rabbi Rank's table the final Saturday morning of 
each month at kiddush for a little "NaKh and Nosh." Our first 
three sessions: September 24, October 29, November 26. 
 
8pm-9:30pm, Saturday, September 24: Musical Havdalah and 
Service of Communal Forgiveness Come learn about and recite 
traditional prayers for forgiveness in anticipation of the 
upcoming High Holiday season, co-facilitated by Rabbi Rank and 
Rabbi Weiss.  

12pm-1pm Sunday, September 25 at the Shaar: Shofar, so good! 
A Shofar Workshop Make the Jewish New Year a blast by learning 
about the laws, meaning, and origins of shofar-blowing at this 
brief workshop over a light lunch. RSVP required. Please contact 
the office to register. 
 
2pm-3pm, Sunday, October 9, Point Pleasant Park: Days of Awe 
Nature Walk facilitated by Rabbi Weiss. Weather permitting, we 
will convene at the Tower Rd entrance of Point Pleasant Park and 
begin our walking meditation from there (please arrive on time!) 
 
Future Program Events 
 
We are very excited for a year full of new opportunities to 
connect and grow together as a community. Below is a brief 
sampling of upcoming programming for the year. Stay tuned for 
dates and schedule. 

• Following the High Holiday season, Rabbi Weiss and Rabbi 
Rank will pick up with the Introduction to Judaism course 
for conversion candidates and anyone interested in 
deepening their Jewish knowledge and connection.  
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• Communal screening and discussion of Mick Jackson’s 
Denial (2016) with special surprise. 
 

• Forum on the Jewish Ethics of Medically-Assisted Death. 
 

• Communal Friday Night Dinners: come stay after services 
for dinner and catch up with friends new and old from the 
community over food. To ensure we prepare enough food, 
RSVPs will be required, and we will cap each dinner off at a 
fixed number. 
 

• Loss Support Group: A regular, safe, judgment-free space 
for community members to speak openly together about 
personal grief and healing through a Jewish lens with 
facilitation by mental health professionals  
 

• Young Family Date Night: Enjoy dinner and a show with 
friends from the community while childcare and fun 
activities are provided for your children at the Shaar.  
 

• Annual Dinner Gala: an evening of entertainment, food, 
and honoring those who have gone above and beyond in 
their service to the community. 

 
Stay tuned for more information about these and other 
programming in the works. The above list represents but a very 
small sampling of ideas we are developing for the coming months. 
Your active input and involvement is very much welcome. To 
discuss the above programming and any other programming-
related ideas, please contact Rabbi 
Weiss: Rabbirayshweiss@gmail.com 
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High Holidays 5777: What Are We? 

The High Holidays present an eternal gift 
hidden within a powerful paradox: we 
mark this intensely introspective season 
of the Jewish year specifically by coming 
together as a community in prayer and 
reflection. We spiritually improve 
ourselves not alone, but as a unified 

people. While other faith groups and contemplative traditions 
tend to conduct confessions and personal reflection either 
privately—with the aid of a sole clergy—or through solitary 
introspection, as Jews we come together to reveal our innermost 
selves. 

While some might find the experience of baring one’s soul before 
G-d in public amidst a congregated community to be rather 
daunting and, perhaps, a bit strange, the opportunity to find and 
redefine ourselves each year, specifically within the company of 
our fellow congregants a uniquely  liberating and fortifying 
element.  We stand before the Almighty, not as isolated 
individuals, but as part of a group, bonded together in the desire 
to become better, reach higher, achieve more.  Our shared 
regrets, aspirations, and desires bolster our ability to recognize 
and enunciate our more private, individual hopes and prayers. By 
coming together, we can be made stronger and more focused and 
resolute. 

Of course, this coming together should not be confined to the 
High Holidays alone.   We can maximize the spiritual and personal 
impact of High Holiday services when we affirm our connection to 
our fellow community members and deepen that connection 
through acts both big and small throughout the year. The 
relationships we build – beginning with simple, yet meaningful 
conversations after services with those who pray next to us – can 
form the foundations of our High Holiday prayers.   By listening 
with empathy and responding with care throughout the year, our 
neighbors’ stories become our stories – their joys, our joys, their 
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sorrows, our sorrows -- and, in this way, the holiness of the High 
Holidays is unlocked and actualized. This gift of community is 
available to all of us, but in order for us to enjoy it, we must 
create and sustain it.  

The ideal of the community, bound by a mutual spirit of devotion 
and love, coming together to pray in one voice transforms what 
would otherwise be a regular Monday or Tuesday or Wednesday 
in the autumn into a season which is high, holy, and truly full of 
awe.  Notably, on the High Holidays, we express our liturgy’s 
traditional confessions all in the plural voice. You or I might not 
have committed the entire litany of sins included, but in the High 
Holiday confessions, we account for ourselves as an entire people, 
and we are heard and forgiven as an entire people.                

Especially on the High Holidays, we ask tough, existentially 
challenging questions as part of an important chain of an eternally 
unfolding Jewish conversation. The spirit of the High Holidays is 
perhaps best articulated in a subtly sublime and profoundly 
humbling passage recited as part of the confession during the 
Yom Kippur concluding Neilah service:  
 
What are we? What is our life? What is our piety? What is our 
virtue? What is our help? What is our power? What is our might? 
What then shall we say in thy presence, O Lord, our G-d! and the 
G-d of our ancestors?  
 
We ask these profound questions not as isolated individuals, but 
as a community, as a people united with a divine purpose, and we 
are challenged to answer these questions both through our own 
personal words and deeds and through our communal actions.  

I wish each of you the renewed opportunity to connect 
meaningfully with each other, love deeper than you ever have, 
and build meaning each day. 

Shanah tovah and may you be inscribed in the Book of Life, 
Rabbi Raysh Weiss 
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Shaar Shalom NYB Report 5777 
 
Dear Congregants: 

 
Last year in our greetings we spoke of the tumultuous 

times we were experiencing arising from the resignation of 
Rabbi Isenberg and the arduous work being undertaken to find 
Rabbi "Right" for the Shaar Shalom. We spoke of the 
volunteerism of the many devoted members to ensure that the 
Shaar maintained weekly and holiday services and other efforts 
to keep our "engine" running, whether it be for our Hebrew 
School, holiday programming or other synagogue events. 

Well, the Shaar community is to be congratulated.  We 
did what we set out to do and, while there were many 
obstacles to overcome and certainly many anxious moments, 
we persevered.  Through the hard work of the search 
committee, ably co-chaired by Jennifer O'Connor and Mark 
David and consisting of Jennifer Wolfson,  Sherri Kasten, Nancy 
Cieplinski, Jason Brown, Phil Belitsky, Mitchell Zusman, Jennifer 
Pink and myself, we fulfilled our mandate of hiring a full time 
spiritual leader for the Shaar.  We thank all our congregants 
who attended throughout the many weekends to view the 
candidates and express their opinions.  Without your 
assistance and support during this process we would not have 
been successful. 

 This past Natal Day we welcomed into our fold our new 
Rabbi, Rachel Raysh Weiss, her husband, Rabbi Jonah Rank, 
who will be our new Maskil (Teacher of Tradition) as well as 
one of our Hebrew school teachers and their daughter Ariana.  
We are delighted to have them join us at the Shaar and look 
forward to their spiritual leadership for the next few years. 
There is no doubt that our ritual committee, as well as those 
members who assisted in leading our services this past year,  
are also extremely happy and certainly relieved!  So,  as we 
welcome Rabbi Raysh Weiss,  we must also thank those  
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members who stepped up,  as they frequently have in the past 
and no doubt will in the future. Kol Hakavod to Jason Brown, 
Howard Heyman, Sherri Kasten, David Zer-Aviv, David Korn, 
Yoli Wassersug,  Marty Zelenietz, Phil Warman, Mitchell 
Zusman and the many others who assisted in leading services 
this past year - sincere apologies to anyone whose name I have 
missed.  A special todah rabah to Rabbi lrit Printz who joined 
us for our High Holiday services last year and who travelled 
monthly to the Shaar to lead services, assisted with our Bar 
and Bat Mitzvahs and generally made herself available as 
required.  We also thank Rabbi Ellis who assisted on more 
solemn occasions, conducting funeral services for congregants 
who passed away during the year and who also spent time 
visiting the sick and those who could not otherwise attend 
synagogue.  There is no doubt that the Shaar benefited from 
the generosity of their time to ensure that the religious aspect 
of our synagogue, effectively our raison d'etre, continued 
during the search process.  Their devotion to the Shaar is 
greatly appreciated. 

Aside from the obvious concentration on our search for 
a new Rabbi, other aspects of synagogue life continued as 
usual.  Many thanks to our office administrator Tamara, who 
not only ensures that our office is running smoothly, but also 
acts as administrator of the Hebrew school.  We are blessed 
with a caring and hard-working caretaker,  Alan Doyle,  and 
Alan has been the ever-ready bunny in maintaining the Shaar in 
top shape.  It is always nice to enter our building and see Alan's 
smile - he seems to always be around to make things happen, 
from preparing the Shaar for Bar and Bat Mitzvah's, setting up 
for our weekly kiddush, cleaning the building and I could go on 
and on.  We are very fortunate to have both Tamara and Alan 
working for us.  In a trying year, they stepped up. 

We mourn the loss of a number of our members this 
past year; Jonathan Chigier,  Joe Strug, Alta Mushkat, Connie 
Glube and Gordie Dankner.  Connie was a founding member of  
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 the Shaar and active in synagogue matters throughout her life 
and Gordie, well, what can one say - how many of us have had 
our children trained by Gordie for their Bar or Bat Mitzvah and 
where would we be without his care in preparing them for their 
big day. They were both stalwarts at the Shaar and in our larger 
community and their presence will be missed.  We thank Jon 
Goldberg and Rita Pink who head up the men's and women's 
chevra kadisha - your work and that of the members who assist 
the chevra kadisha is very much appreciated by congregants 
and certainly the families who are suffering a loss. 

While fund-raising efforts took a back seat to the Rabbi 
search process, many thanks go to Lysa April for co-ordinating 
our New year's Bulletin with Florence Slaunwhite (Florence 
never seems to be far away! ) and Tim Margolian, the bulletin's 
advertsing guru.  Aside from running our kitchen, be it for the 
Shabbat kiddush or organizing the latke baking crew, making 
hamantashin or organizing our yard sale (the most successful 
one in years !), Lysa 's work on our behalf is endless.  Lysa will 
tell us that she has many helping hands, however without her 
guidance and hands on approach, it simply would not get done. 
Four more years ! Four more years! 

Many thanks to our Board members who worked 
incredibly hard this year on our behalf.  Jonathan Shapiro and 
Jen Pink (ably assisted by Alan Stern) revised the Shaar's by-
laws, bringing us current with how we operate. Lysa April, Seth 
Bloom, Jason Brown, Penny Dankner, Bev Hymes, Jenn 
O'Connor, Molly Rechnitzer, Louis Wolfson and Penny Harding 
attended our regular Board meetings as well being active on a 
number of our committees, whether it be search, education, 
house or ritual.  Other Shaar members provided needed 
leadership in a variety of roles - Jennifer Wolfson works 
tirelessly as Chair of the cooperative Hebrew School board, 
Steven Wolff became the chair of our Endowment Fund and 
Doug Raphael is to be thanked for his work coordinating the 
cosmetic upgrade to our hallway, exterior doors and  
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sanctuary lighting. In a year when we were faced with the task 
of seeking new spiritual leadership, many of members stepped 
up to assist. While we all have many other commitments that 
can draw us away,  we thank all those who volunteered their 
time to the Shaar. 

 A very special thank-you to my co-chair of our Board's 
Executive Committee, Mitchell Zusman.  Mitchell has been a 
mainstay for our synagogue for many, many years. His work for 
the Shaar is without parallel - whether on house, chevra kadisha, 
cemetery and finance or simply being in shul on Shabbat and 
serving as one of our gabbi's.  Mitchell's devotion to the Shaar is 
truly remarkable and his work on our behalf is admirable. 

So, what can we expect for 5777.  It is a fresh start. We 
look forward to the spiritual leadership that Rabbi Raysh Weiss 
will bring to the Shaar, the programs Rabbi Rank will initiate 
for our congregants and, with their leadership, we anticipate a 
renewed spirit at the Shaar.  Most importantly, at least for 
yours truly, I look forward to transitioning to a new Board as 
both Mitchell and I take leave as co-chairs of our Executive 
Committee. It is time for a new generation of leadership at the 
Shaar and we are fortunate that a number of our "younger" 
members have agreed to step up to the plate and take their 
swings - our house is indeed a very nice house and, more 
importantly, is in order.  Both Mitchell and I have enjoyed 
serving as your Executive for the past number of years (though 
perhaps not all of the time!). We thank you, the congregation, 
for this opportunity and we look forward to working with the 
new Board when it is elected at our AGM in December – until  
then, you still have us to complain to and about! 

On behalf of the Board we wish all congregants a 
healthy and happy New Year.  Shana Tova U'Metukah 

Mark Rosen 
Co-Chair Executive Committee 
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Shaar Shalom Board of Trustees   
2015 – 2016 
 
EXECUTIVE  
 

Co-Leader & Treasurer 
Mark Rosen 
425-3902 
Mrosen@bdo.ca 
 

Co-Leader  
& Administrator  
Mitchell Zusman 
443-7854 
mitchellz@eastlink.ca 
 

Kitchen & Beautification 
Lysa April   
425-4180   
lysa@ns.sympatico.ca 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Membership Co-ordinator 
Molly Rechnitzer 
443-4770 
mollyr@eastlink.ca 
 

Ritual  
Jason Brown 
457-4617 
jsaonibrown@me.com 
 

House 
Doug Raphael 
429-2700 
road@ns.sympatico.ca   
 

 
 
 
MEMBERS AT LARGE 
 
Recording Secretary 
Penny Harding 
463-1785 
pennyhardingipad@gmail.com 
 
Meeting Chair 
Johnathan Shapiro 
404-7302 
fiveagainstme@hotmail.com 
 
Co-Chair Search Committee 
Jennifer O’Connor 
420-0565 
jennifer.oconnor@ns.sympatico.ca     
 
Seth Bloom 
406-2894 
sabloom@dal.ca 
 
Jennifer Pink 
499-7591 
pinkjenn11@gmail.com 

Bev Hymes 
445-82388 
hymesbev@gmail.com 
 
Louis Wolfson 
902-404-0274 
louis@peppermintproperties.ca 
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Report from the trustees of the Shaar Shalom Capital 
Endowment Fund and the Shaar Shalom Cemetery Perpetual 
Care Fund  

On July 31st, 2016, the Capital Endowment Fund had investment 
assets of just over $1.6 million and the Cemetery Perpetual Care 
Fund had investment assets of $294 thousand.  The calendar year 
to date return for the 7 months ended July 31st for each fund was 
5.98%, net of investment fees. 

For the fiscal year that will be ending on August 31st, 2016, the 
trustees have approved disbursements from the Capital Fund for 
various capital improvements to the Synagogue that include an 
upgrade to the security system, refurbishment of the external 
doors, replacement of floor tiles, new sanctuary lighting and 
electrical upgrades.    

During the fiscal year, the Cemetery Fund continued to make 
disbursements for cemetery maintenance. 

The trustees sadly miss the energetic contribution of Paul 
Goldberg, who served as a diligent trustee for many years.  We 
are very grateful that Harry Glube has been serving as a trustee 
since early 2016. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Steven Wolff 
Chair 
August, 2016 
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Chevra Kadisha 
This past year, our congregation has lost the following members    

Jonathan Chigier, Dec. 30, 2015       Joseph Strug, Jan. 5, 2016 

Constance Glube, Feb 15, 2016        Alta Mushkat, Mar. 5, 2016          

Gordon Dankner, May 31, 2016 

 
I am pleased to report that members of both Chevra Kadishas 
have fulfilled their duties with the utmost respect and dignity. 

 
Chevra Kadisha – Women’s Division 

 
The Women’s Division, facilitated by Rita Pink,  includes 
committee members: 

 
Dr. Nancy Bloom Sherri Kasten Dr. Jana Weider 
Sondra Rutman Sherri Lecker          

 
Chevra Kadisha – Men’s Division 
Led by Jon Goldberg, the members of the Men’s Chevra Kadisha 
are: 
 

Marty Zelenietz   Mitchell Zusman 
Mark David Seth Bloom 

 

Molly Rechnitzer is the chairperson for shiva at home, assisted 
by Nancy Cieplinski, Yona Korn and Lea McKnight . 

 

  My thanks to all members of the Chevra Kadisha, and to our  
honourary Women’s Chair, Marianne Ferguson. We welcome   
anyone who would like to join the Chevra Kadisha. Both men and  
women are needed. 

 

  Respectfully submitted  
 

Jon M. Goldberg 
Chair, Chevra Kadisha
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Hebrew School Report:   
From the 2015-2016  

School Year 
 
It was a year of ups and downs for the Hebrew School. We had a 
record-setting Hanukkah Party, we launched our first Grade 7 
Project and we continued with our successful Kabbalat Shabbat 
programs both at the Shaar Shalom and at the homes of many 
families. But our Hebrew School lost Mr. Gordon Dankner this 
spring. He was the longest serving teacher in the Hebrew School 
and taught most Jewish Haligonians their bar and bat-mitzvah 
lessons. His death is a great loss to the Halifax Jewish community. 
We also said goodbye this summer to the Maccabi family who 
moved to Sweden in August. 
 
We are looking forward to the three new rabbis who will join the 
Hebrew School this September, 2016. Rabbi Weiss and Rabbi Rank 
from the Shaar Shalom and Rabbi Kerzner from the Beth Israel will 
all have full teaching timetables. Other teachers that taught 
included Mrs. Bassie Feldman, Dr. Jason Berman, Mrs. Bracha 
Koren, Ms. Dina Gang, Dr. Marty Zelenietz, and Ms. Tamar Ellis. 
Long term substitutes and volunteers in our program were Shael 
Brown and Rachael Goldberg.  
 
There will be 70 students in our program this coming year. The 
majority of these children are members of the Shaar 
(approximately 70%), while the rest are made up of children who 
are members at the Beth Israel (approximately 20%) and the 
remaining are newcomer families and independent families.  
 
Our program continues to run twice a week, for 2 hours on 
Tuesday afternoons (at the Beth Israel) and for approximately 3 
hours on Sunday mornings (at both synagogue locations).  
 
We continue to hold a curriculum afternoon early in the school 
year so parents can get to know the teachers and the course 
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material. We will also have a “Meet the New Rabbis” session this 
September for parents to meet the three new rabbis who are on 
our full-time teaching staff. 
 
As mentioned, our Kabbalat Shabbat program is very popular. A 
special thank you goes out to the following families for hosting 
these special dinners and services in their homes: The Maccabi’s 
(Preschool/Primary), The Wolfson’s (Grade 1), The Wexler’s 
(Grade 2), The Bloom’s (Grade 3), The Schneider’s (Grade 4) and 
the Goldberg’s (Grade 5/6).  
 
The Hebrew School also coordinated a 200+ person community 
wide Hanukkah party at the Beth Israel, a Purim party at the Shaar 
Shalom and a Model Seder at the Beth Israel. We always host a 
closing ceremony, and this year the graduating class included Ben 
Berman, Louis Bondarenko and Aidan Rittenberg. 
 
We continue to monitor the synagogue entrances and hallways 
with parent supervisors. We also have parent volunteers who 
purchase the snacks and distribute them during Hebrew School 
hours.  
 
The members of our Hebrew School Committee are Penny 
Harding, Sheri Lecker, Joanna Wexler and Jennifer Wolfson. Judith 
Goldberg acts as our liaison for the board of the Beth Israel. Feel 
free to contact any of us about questions you may have about our 
program. 
 

 -- Wishing everyone a wonderful new year -- 
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WELCOME TO SHAAR SHALOM 
 

 
 

B'ruchim Habayim to our New Members 
 

Please join me in wishing a warm and hearty welcome to the new 
members who have joined the Shaar since those listed in the last 
New Year's Bulletin. 

 
Ray and Margaret Lannard 

Lynn Rotin 
 

I want to thank all our Congregants for being so warm and 
welcoming as this helps with both the retention of our current 
members and with the accrual of new membership. 

 
 
 
We are delighted to extend a special 
welcome to Rabbi Raysh Weiss, Rabbi Jonah 
Rank and their sweet daughter, Ariana. 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to the Shaar Community! 
 
Molly Rechnitzer 
Membership Co-ordinator 
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Lifecycle & Milestones 
 

Bar/Bat Mitzvhah: 
 
Mazal Tov to Yarden Gedalia and his parents Ulrike and Michael   
Gedalia  on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah. 
 

Mazal Tov to Benjamin Berman, his parents, Jason and Robyn 
Berman, and extended family on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah.  
 

Mazal Tov to Joey Lecker-Evans, his parents Sheri Lecker and 
Mark Evans and siblings Bessie and Sam on the occasion of his Bar 
Mitzvah. 
 

Mazal Tov to Alexander Oxner, his parents Sharon and Michael 
Oxner and brother Julian on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah. 
 

Mazal Tov to Fleur O’Connor  and her family -  parents,  Jennifer 
and Wayne O’Connor  and siblings Blythe and Yale, on the 
occasion of Fleur’s  Bat Mitzvah. 
 

Babies: 
 

Mazal Tov to  Peggy and Shimon Walt who 
welcomed baby Ava Elizabeth Walt, born on 
August 26, 2015 in Ottawa to son Joshua and 
daughter-in-law Maria Walt. 
 
 
 

 

Mazal Tov to Denise and Natan Nevo on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Phoenix Adina Nevo, born in Halifax on January 10, 
2016.  Daughter of Shirley and Amir Nevo, new Baby Sister for Zev 
Aleph Nevo. 
 

Mazal Tov to Josh and Sara Bates on the birth of their son Ira 
David, born on January 18th.  Everyone is happy and healthy. 
Proud grandparents are Judith and Stephen Bates. 
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Mazel tov to Linda and David Schroeder  on 
the birth of their third grandson, Miles 
Douglas Alexander, on July 15, 2016. Proud 
parents are Emily and Paul Alexander, and 
his brother is Jayden William Alexander. 
 
 
 

 
Mazal Tov to Nancy and Menashe Cieplinski, who  joyfully 
welcomed a new grandson this year. Leo Asher Cieplinski was 
born on February 18, 2016 in San Francisco. He is a brother for 
Max Gabriel, age 3. Proud parents are Jenny Yelin and Avi 
Cieplinski. 
 
Graduations: 
 

Hannah Jessie Walt 
received her Bachelor of 
Social Work With High 
Distinction from Carleton 
University in June of 2016, 
and was awarded the 
University Medal for Social 
Work.  In September she’ll 
begin her Masters of Social 
Work degree at Carleton 

on scholarship.  Proud parents are Peggy and Shimon Walt. 
 
Roy Argand, son of Jo-Anne Nozick and Michael Argand  
graduated this spring from Dalhousie Law School with  a special 
designation in business law and is now enjoying articling  with the 
law firm, Cox and Palmer. We are so fortunate to have Roy here in 
Halifax.  Jo-Anne and Michael  are very proud of Roy. 
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Ulrike Bahr-Gedalia, a member of 
our congregation and the 
President & CEO of Digital Nova 
Scotia (ICT/Digital Technologies 
Industry Association for the 
province of Nova 
Scotia), recently met with the 
Consul General of Israel for 
Quebec and the Atlantic 
Provinces, Mr. Ziv Nevo Kulman, 

to speak about Jewish life in Halifax and Nova Scotia's growing 
ICT/Digital sector. The very enriching and informative discussion also 
included a conversation on potential business partnerships and 
collaborative projects/initiatives, in particular between Israeli and Nova 
Scotia ICT/Digital businesses. Ulrike   is wholeheartedly looking forward 
to her next meeting with Mr. Kulman!  
 
 
 

 
 

Latke makers: Michael April, Barry Rose, Herb Vandermeulen, 
Mitchell Zusman, Jonathan Chigier, Marty Whitzman, Sandy 

MacDonald, Tim Margolian and Lysa April. 
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1 package fine or medium egg noodles 

6 beaten eggs    1 tsp. vanilla  
1 tub sour cream or yogurt  1/2 cup sugar 
1 tub ricotta cheese   1 tin cherry pie filling  
 
Boil noodles according to package (al dente) and drain. 
Combine the beaten eggs, sour cream, ricotta cheese, vanilla and 
sugar.  Combine mixture with the noodles. 
 

Pour into a buttered 13 X 9 casserole dish and bake at 3500 for 30 
minutes. 
 

Open the can of cherry pie filling and pour the filling over the top 
of the noodle dish. Bake for another 30 minutes at 3250. 
 
Serve as a side dish or as a dessert. 
 
Marianne Ferguson, a founding member of Shaar Shalom and 
tireless contributor to our Shaar community, graciously dictated 
one of her recipes to Sharon Waxman and we are thrilled to 
continue to include Marianne's Holiday Recipe in this year’s 
bulletin.  We wish Marianne all the Best for a Happy New Year 
with her family. 

Marianne Ferguson’s Holiday Kugel 
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TREE OF LIFE                       EYTZ CHAIM

The Trees of Life mounted in the main hall on the outer walls of 
the Sanctuary and of the Chapel help us to maintain a connection 
to our past as we honour present and former congregants. 
 
A Foundation Stone remains at $1800, and a Leaf is still $180. 
Both are a lovely way to commemorate any occasion. 
I will be pleased to process your orders. 
 

Molly Rechnitzer  443-4770  mollyr@eastlink.ca 
 

IN CELEBRATION OF
THE BIRTH OF

OUR GRANDDAUGHTER
WREN ANNIKA PINK
NOVEMBER 11, 2015

RITA AND  JOEL PINK
~~~

IN HONOUR OF
OUR TEACHER 'MR. D.'

GORDON DANKNER
WARMLY

LEAH, JORDAN,
BESSIE, JOEY AND SAM

~~~
IN MEMORY OF

MY BELOVED FATHER
WIKTOR JASSEM

1922 – 2016
“KOCHANEMU TATUSIOWI”

DOROTA
~~~

IN CELEBRATION OF
OUR SWEET

FLEUR
BECOMING A BAT MITZVAH

SEPTEMBER 3, 2016
LOVE, MOM, DAD,
BLYTHE AND YALE  

In celebration of Molly 
Rechnitzer's 80th birthday - 

with thanks for her  
tireless dedication

to our Board and Synagogue 
Congregation Shaar Shalom 

July 2016 
~~~

TO MOLLY RECHNITZER
ON THE OCCASION OF
YOUR 80th BIRTHDAY

WISHING YOU GOOD HEALTH
AND HAPPINESS

FROM A GROUP OF
DEVOTED FRIENDS

 
MOLLY RECHNITZER

HAPPY 80TH BIRTHDAY!
DEAR MOM, MOLLY, BUBBY,

CONTINUE YOUR LOVE, 
KINDNESS, CARING,

GENEROSITY, COOKING, 
ENERGY, OPTIMISM, 

UNTIL 12O.
JOYEUX ANNIVERSAIRE!
LOVE, STUART, CORINNE,
ALEXANDRE & MELANIE
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CONDOLENCES 
 

As we gather this year for the High Holidays, we can answer the 
question from this past year.  Sadly, our community 
experienced loss this year. Members of Shaar Shalom passed 
on, and we grieve alongside their families and mourn our loss. 
There are also members who have lost loved ones, and we offer 
them comfort as they grieve. 

Members who have passed since our last publication: 
Paul Goldberg                Jonathan Chigier  Joseph Strug  
Constance Glube           Alta Mushkat               Gordon Dankner 

Members who lost loved ones: 
 

Condolences to Dr. Richard Goldbloom on the passing of his 
brother Dr.Victor Goldbloom. 
 

Condolences to Irma and Jerry Barkow, on the loss of Irma’s 
father, Toivo Juuti , who passed away on January 20, 2016. 
 

Condolences to Natan Nevo and family, on the loss of his brother, 
Adek , in Toronto. 
 

Condolences to Sandra Heft and family, on the loss of her mother, 
Nettye Heft age 100,  April 9, 2016. 
 

Condolences to Naomi Judah and to Joshua Judah on the loss of 
their grandson and nephew, Dr. David Jonathan Judah, (14 
January, 1985 – 9 May, 2016) 
 

Condolences to Sheri Myer and family on the recent loss of her 
father, Morton Gordon on August 9, 2016. 
 

May their souls endure as a blessing for life.  
May they rest in peace. 

 
If you experience a loss or are coping with struggle,  please reach out to 

the Simon L. Gaum Bereavement Centre for guidance. 
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Gordon Dankner, Our Beloved “Mr. D” 

 

 

We recently lost one of our much cherished members, Gordon Dankner. 
For quite a few years, I was planning to interview Gordy for the Shaar 
Shalom Times. We made a few appointments together, but for various 
reasons, we were never able to meet.  I am sorry I missed the 
opportunity to interview him, and I have since realized he shied away 
from focusing attention on himself, and he did not care to be the center 
of attention. 

To get to know Gordy, I reached out to people who knew him well, who 
were part of his life on many different fronts: as a husband, father, 
grandfather, friend, co-worker, student, fellow teacher.  Everyone’s 
comments have the same thread in common – Gordy was a quiet, 
unassuming individual who was a model of goodness in deeds and 
thought. 

Gordy worked at Sackville Insurance for 25 years, and his clients were 
appreciative of him and loyal to him. His co-workers felt like family to 
him.  Adele Wamboldt, Karen Findlay and Denise Hopkins had this to say 
when asked how it was working with Gordon: 

Gordon always came in to the office with a smile on his face, even 
when he wasn’t feeling all that well.  He always made time to explain 
things to us if we didn’t understand something.  He was a wealth of 

Renee and Gordon Dankner 
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knowledge.  When his office was downstairs with the girls, we talked 
about anything and everything which sometimes led to embarrassing 
female topics, but Gordon always had something to say or he would 
shake his head and not say anything, just grin, turn around and go 
back in his office.  
  
There was always an abundance of red licorice on hand when he 
needed it or just had a craving for something sweet.  Gordon was 
respected and loved not only by the staff members, but his clients as 
well.  So many people who called in the office after he passed said 
that he was like a member of the family.  They were with Gordon for 
years and wouldn’t think of going anywhere else.  There were many 
tears shed by us and his many clients.   
  
Gordon was not only a co-worker, but our very close friend and father 
figure as well.  We talk a lot about our friend, and then there are 
always the “Remember When” stories that come up and we have a 
lot of them.  They are fond memories, and we will always cherish 
them. 
 

Gordy had many lifelong friendships. One of them was with Joel 
Jacobson, who, at Gordy’s funeral, reminisced about being boys 
together and playing sports together. 
 

Gord and the gang played basketball constantly at the Hostel. Gord 
was good. He was tall, much taller than the rest of us although we all 
hoped to someday be as tall as Gord. 

We were never sure where Gord got his height for his folks were both 
somewhat short. But he took that height and his talent to QEH where 
he played varsity basketball and helped win a national championship. 
He didn’t have a lot of speed but he used his muscle effectively to 
rebound and score inside. 

A lefty, he was always the first baseman when we played baseball or 
softball, too, and he hit with power that most of the rest of us didn’t 
have. 



27

As teens, we’d gather at someone’s home virtually every Saturday 
night for dancing, carousing and eating… more eating than anything 
more risqué. 

We’d pair off and that’s where Renee came in. She and Gordy had a 
torrid relationship, and their love blossomed during those times when 
the girls would all rush to the bathroom to cry or laugh and the guys 
never understood what was going on. 

Six years after they started going out together, they married with the 
blessings of all of us and started a 54-year life together that 
produced three kids and a ton of love. 

There was always a rivalry at junior congregation on Saturday 
mornings at the old shul on Robie Street as our group would 
prepare for our bar mitzvahs.  

“I want to daven musaf”, we’d all say, because that was the glory 
portion of the service, or so we thought. Gord was among the best  of 
us at doing that, and he certainly carried that into his adult life as he 
became a congregational leader, and much loved Hebrew School 
teacher at  Shaar Shalom. 

Gordy Dankner was a loving father, husband and grandfather. His 
biggest pleasure was spending time with his family. His children lovingly 
remember how close their parents were and the wonderful values that 
they were taught (as expressed in the eulogy written by Gord’s children 
Dena, Mitch and Penny). 

Our mother and father together were a team; a team that 
laughed and cried together and that faced every hurdle that life 
threw their way with complete determination.  Slowing down was 
not an option for either of them. He adored her, and she him, and 
they complemented each other perfectly – our dad, the quiet 
leader and calm voice of reason; our mom, the tireless partner 
and advocate who always ensured that dad’s every need was met. 
Together, they have taught us all much about love, respect, 
teamwork and the importance of family. 
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No matter what our father was dealing with, when one or all of 
his grandchildren were in the room nothing else mattered and the 
kids felt exactly the same way.  He delighted in teaching Hilary her 
Bat Mitzvah – burning up the long distance lines and sending 
tapes through the mail. 
 
Something that was very precious to our father was the annual 
summer week spent together on PEI. We started when most of the 
kids were very young and it became our favourite time of year.  Our 
kids talk about this trip all year long, but better yet so did our father. 
The two top activities - Zaida watching the kids doing flips and dives 
in the pool and playing catch with them in the field.   
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Gord Dankner, Hebrew School teacher for 34 years, was loved by his 
students. A true educator, he passed on the love of learning to his 
students. One of them, Jennie David, expressed her sorrow with these 
moving words: 
 

 

L to R front row: Grandchildren Alex, Evan, Julia, Sophie, Sarah and 
Sam.  Back row: Brian and Dena Kingstone, Penny and Jeff Harding,  
Sarita and Mitch Dankner, Gordon and Renee (Missing from this  
picture is granddaughter Hilary Hendin) 
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I was so extremely saddened to learn of Gordy's passing - the 
shock has not worn off as I try to find a succinct way to express 
my condolences. For me, Gordy will always represent a wise 
beyond-his-years brand of intelligence, irreverent charm, 
warmth and kindness, a caring paternal figure, a peaceful 
calmness. I have countless memories of "Mr. D" teaching 
Hebrew School (he was always my favorite teacher), his even-
handed patience fostered my learning, respect and admiration 
of Judaism, community and academia. His joy for learning lit my 
own, which is something I will work to pass on and encourage in 
another to try to repay his sage understanding of the world and 
the importance of an exhaustive education. 
 

 
Teaching Hebrew to students is not an easy task. But Gordy taught 
with love and respect.  A fellow teacher, Bracha Koren, had this to 
say about teaching with ‘Mr. D’: 
 

Gordy was blessed with a loving heart and a very pleasant 
personality.  He possessed a good nature; he was kind to every 
person he knew, and he treated all his friends with respect, love 
and dignity. Gordy was very kind to his students. He never raised 
his voice or lost his temper. He truly loved his work and his 
students. 
 
Gordy taught and prepared almost all the Shaar's students for 
their Bar Mitzvah and this was not an easy task. I can recall my 
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fear when my students (whom I taught years ago), were called to 
the Bima to read their assigned Haftorah.  Gordy, like a magician, 
prepared each one of his students so well that they performed 
their parts of the services with great success. 
 

Gordon Dankner will be greatly missed.  He was the type of person 
who made a positive impression on those he met. Mitchell Dankner 
expressed it beautifully when he spoke of his father and ‘how he was 
there for others’: 
 

 Each of us has had our own experience with him and it always 
comes back to the same theme—he was there for others; in some 
cases even for people whom he may not have known so well.  Most 
of you may know that our father was in the grocery store business 
for many years.  It did not matter if his customers had any money or 
not, his approach was simple---they can pay some other time.   Our 
father's approach was to write it down in the big book and they 
could pay when they were able.  My father saw the good in people 
always.   
 
Every day we meet people who impress us.  They have a quality or 
two that we wish we could emulate.  You also meet or know others 
who, when you walk away, you know are truly impressive.  Our 
father showed this to us every day.  The love and understanding he 
showed each of us throughout our lives, and the commitment to 
everything any of us ever undertook is something that we will never 
forget.  These are the memories that will take us into the future and 
will make us better than we are today. 
 
 

Article by Sharon Waxman 
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The Honourable Constance Glube 
 

 
 
This year the Shaar Shalom lost one of its founding members, Constance 
Glube.  Connie was an amazing woman, and she was very devoted to 
the Shaar Shalom.  In her memory, we are reprinting an interview with 
Connie that was featured in the Shaar Shalom Times in 2008.   
 
In today’s business world, there is much discussion about ‘The Glass 
Ceiling’.  The term ‘glass ceiling’ was coined by two women at Hewlett-
Packard in 1979, to describe how while on the surface, there seemed to 
be a clear path of promotion, in actuality women seemed to hit a point 
beyond which they seemed unable to progress. “This situation is 
referred to as a ‘ceiling’ as there is a limitation blocking upward 
advancement, and ‘glass’ (transparent) because the limitation is not 
immediately apparent and is normally an unwritten and unofficial 
policy.” 
  
The Honourable Constance Glube broke through the glass ceiling at a 
time when women often felt discriminated against in the business 
world. She is a trailblazer who accomplished many ‘firsts’; she was the 
first woman City Manager in Canada, the first woman on the Supreme 
Court of Nova Scotia and the first woman Chief Justice in Canada. 
Connie Glube continues to be a role model for women of all ages and 
professions. 
  
Connie Glube was born and raised in Ottawa and moved to Halifax after 
marrying Richard Glube.  Connie enrolled in Dalhousie’s Law School and 
was one of three women in the entire class.  One woman dropped out 
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due to having contracted TB and Connie was the only one to practise 
law after graduation.  Pregnant, and in her second year, she came first 
in her class.  She was insulted because traditionally the person who led 
the second year class was offered a scholarship to Harvard.  Years later 
Connie came to the realization that in the 50s, Harvard was an all male 
bastion.  
  
After law school, Connie stayed home with her children and went back 
to work when her third child was of school age (she later had a fourth 
child and today she has 5 grandchildren). Connie worked in two law 
firms until 1969.  According to Connie, “Women did not attract clients in 
those days. Women did not network and they did not know how to 
network.” She did not ‘pay attention’ to the discrimination. She just 
plowed through and worked very diligently. 
  
In 1969, Connie began a new job as a Solicitor in the Legal Department 
for the City of Halifax. She was finally earning a salary and she enjoyed 
the position and calls it a ‘common sense’ department.  In 1974, the City 
Manager was leaving his position and so she applied for his job.  She 
became the new City Manager and incredible as it seems today, the 
newspaper headline of that day was “She got the job her husband didn’t 
want!”  She remembers that most of the staff was used to being around 
men and that people kept looking at her as if she were an oddity. 
  
As City Manager, Connie realized that she had little knowledge of 
disciplines such as finance and engineering and so she told her staff: “I 
will pick your brains, and then I will give you all the credit.”  Her novel 
approach was considered radical, but in today’s business world  
‘effective teamwork’ has become an important concept in 
organizations.  
  
In early 1977, Connie had no political affiliations, but she was asked if 
she would be interested in becoming a Judge. She was interested, but 
someone else was appointed.  Ten months later two new positions were 
opened in the Court and Connie was appointed a Judge of the Supreme 
Court of Nova Scotia. Connie remembers the swearing-in ceremony as 
being ‘ice cold’; “The Chief Justice of the Court of Appeal told us if asked 
to speak, we were just to say thank you and sit down.” Connie likened it 
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to being ‘taken to the top of the Empire State Building and dropped off.’  
Connie made herself a promise that if she could change the swearing-in 
ceremony, she would.  And so she did, years later when she became the 
Chief Justice.  
  
Between 1977-82 as a trial judge, Connie traveled to 18 different 
locations in Nova Scotia. She took to the work quite naturally and found 
it really interesting, and her aim was to make her decisions quickly and 
to keep them simple.   
 In 1982 Connie was still the only woman on the Bench.  Prime Minister 
Pierre Trudeau called her and was trying to convince her to accept the 
position of Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Nova Scotia when she 
interrupted him to say, “Yes!”  That was the year that Trudeau 
appointed three women to elevated Court positions.  Connie tells an 
amusing anecdote of the time when she was invited to appear on Front 
Page Challenge (if you are of a certain age, you will remember that 
venerated Canadian program).  The panel could not guess her identity 
but afterwards, one panelist asked her how much she was getting paid 
as Chief Justice.  Connie answered that she did not know and had not 
yet seen the Judge’s Act (which contains the salary information)! 
  
As Chief Justice Connie had many more responsibilities, but she did not 
have to travel as much. After the province merged the County and 
Supreme Court, an Associate Chief was named relieving her of some of 
her duties.  She introduced annual dinners with spouses and overall 
made the atmosphere more collegial. She was especially active in issues 
related to court-administrative efficiency, access to justice and judicial 
independence and a large focus of her work was in the area of judicial 
education.  When she was appointed Chief Justice of Nova Scotia and 
the Court of Appeal in 1998, she was also appointed Administrator of 
the Government of the Province of Nova Scotia. 
  
At the end of 2004, Connie retired as Chief Justice and Administrator of 
the Province of Nova Scotia.   Her fellow judges heaped praise upon her 
and here is a small sample of their comments: 
  
“…Chief Justice Glube is universally recognized for her fairness, diligence 
and sound judgment.  A strong supporter of judicial education, she has 



34

played a central role in the growth and development of the National 
Judicial Institute.  She is accessible and unpretentious, mixing as easily 
with law students and young lawyers as with her fellow chief justices.  
After 27 years of faithful service, she has more than earned her 
retirement, but her dedicated leadership will be very much missed.” 
(Justice Thomas Cromwell). 
  
Connie and her late husband Richard Glube were founding members of 
the Shaar Shalom Synagogue.  Connie was President of the Women’s 
League and she fondly remembered all the hard work and fun that the 
women had putting together clothing sales, dinners, etc. She has 
noticed changes over the years at the Shaar Shalom and feels that the 
atmosphere is very relaxed and welcoming.  She is quick to give credit to 
Cantor Isenberg saying that the atmosphere in a synagogue is a 
reflection of its spiritual Leader.   
 
  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(From a newspaper clipping) Discussing arrangements for their 7th 
annual tea and sale in the Shaar Shalom Synagogue, November 9, 
sponsored by the Women’s League, are some of the convenors and 
executive members.  Shown left to right are Mrs. Leonard Goldberg, 
publicity chairman and treasurer; Mrs. Leo Green, co-convenor of 
tea and sale; Mrs. Richard Glube, ways and means chairman; Mrs. 
Morris Goldberg, president of the Women’s League; Mrs. Saul 
Green, co-convenor of the tea and sale. 



35

Connie has been granted an abundance of awards and honours, but the 
one she cherishes the most is Officer of the Order of Canada, which she 
was awarded in December 2006.  She said that it was a very meaningful 
and emotional ceremony and it “made me so proud to be a Canadian.”  
Connie celebrated this wonderful event with an ‘all girls’ party – her 
sister, her daughter and her two daughters-in-law.    
  
Since retiring in 2004, Connie is as busy as ever. Besides playing bridge, 
she is Chair of multiple Boards, two among which are the QEII 
Foundation, and The Lieutenant Governor’s Arts Awards.  Among 
numerous advisory boards on which she sits are the Advisory Board for 
the Human Rights Museum (which is to be built in Winnipeg), and the 
Advisory Board for the Salvation Army. She also served on the Gomery 
Advisory Committee (which met to assist Justice Gomery in his drafting 
of recommendations) and on the Board for Corrections Canada 
examining women’s federal correction facilities.  
  
In her unassuming and understated manner, Connie Glube always 
considered herself a ‘people person’, underestimating the enormous 
impact she has made on other people.  Justice Jamie Saunders best 
expressed this when he said “…(Chief Justice Glube) always respectful of 
others, open to new ideas, thoroughly prepared, articulate and so 
genuinely interested in the lives of people around her…Her compassion, 
grace, dignity, cool-headedness under pressure, and ability to get to the 
heart of the matter quickly are special qualities I will remember.  She is 
a leader who led by example, in her own quiet way…”   
  
Article by Sharon Waxman 
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THEGILSIGSERIESINJEWISHARTSANDCULTURE2016
PRESENTS MAGILLAH’S PRODUCTION OF

TUR MALKA: THE OTHER SIDE OF THE POEM 
A Multimedia Performance Celebrating Canada’s Immigrant Yiddish-Language Poets
Music by Henri Oppenheim | Staging by Pierre Labbé

Tuesday, September 13, 2016 at 7:30 PM 
Sir James Dunn Theatre | Dalhousie Arts Centre | 6101 University Avenue.
Free Admission, please arrive early to ensure a seat | Reception to Follow
For more information, please visit dal.ca/fspaseason 

 
 

  
 

 
Artwork By Yosi Bergner 
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The Gilsig Series in Jewish Arts and Culture Celebrates its 5th 
Anniversary with the Premiere of Henri Oppenheim’s  Tur 
Malka: The Other Side of the Poem 

The music has been described as “spectacular, celebratory, joyous 
and packed with emotion”.  After 15 years of dedicating himself to 
Jewish music, Henri Oppenheim has created a musical journey called 
Tur Malka; a song cycle based on 20th Century Yiddish poetry, by 
poets who, leaving Europe, chose Montreal as their home. 
Oppenheim found these poems locked in the Jewish Library in 
Montreal and was immediately taken by them.  He has set them to 
music, through song, and in so doing shares with us a moving 
universal story :“a story of voyage, (re)birth, growth, death, 
acceptance, transformation and celebration of all that is the 
immigrant story”.  The poetry, inspired and inspiring, marked as it is 
by exile, is full of hope, humanism, sensuality, and resilience.  The 
music, which reflects this, will appeal to those with an ear for 
popular musical forms, from Klezmer to Tango, Folk and even Rock. 
The artistic team has created new art work, digitized and animated 
these works to become an active and integral part of the Tur Malka 
musical journey.  This new, visually sumptuous, multi media 
presentation of Tur Malka is being premiered at Dalhousie 
University, September 13th, 2016, 7:30 pm.  

Reception to follow 
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The Dr. Saul Green Memorial Lecture addresses the intersection of 
Judaism, medicine and humanitarianism, all three of which Dr. Green 
was passionate about in his lifetime.  The lecture focuses on complex 
humanistic and ethical challenges. 
 
The lectureship has been endowed by a gift from the Green family to 
honour the memory of Dr. Saul Green and to inspire and knit 
together the congregation of Shaar Shalom Synagogue and the 
community of Halifax. The lectureship partners are Shaar Shalom 
Synagogue and the University of King's College. 
 
This year the lecture will be presented by Dr. George Elliott Clarke, 
the 4th Poet Laureate of Toronto (2012-15) and 7th Parliamentary 
Poet Laureate (2016-17). 

Born in Windsor, Nova Scotia, Clarke is a seventh generation 
Canadian of African-American and Mi’kmaq Amerindian heritage. 
Now teaching African-Canadian Literature at the University of 
Toronto, Clarke has taught at Duke, McGill, the University of British 
Columbia, and Harvard.  He holds eight honorary doctorates, plus 
appointments to the Order of Nova Scotia and the Order of Canada.  
His recognitions include the Pierre Elliott Trudeau Fellows Prize, the 
Governor-General’s Award for Poetry, the Premiul Poesis (Romania), 
the Dartmouth Book Award for Fiction, the Eric Hoffer Book Award 
for Poetry (US), and the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Achievement 
Award. 

As one of our greatest Canadian poets and story tellers, you will not 
want to miss Clarke’s creative presentation at this year’s Dr. Saul 
Green Memorial Lecture. The lecture takes place on Thursday, 17 
November 2016, 7PM, in Alumni Hall, University of King’s College. 
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MERCAZ-Canada and the 

Canadian Foundation 
for Masorti Judaism 

wish you, along with your family and 
friends, a happy, healthy, and peaceful new 

year filled with renewed determination in 
our continuing support for Israel.  May 
the year 5777 bring peace and security 

to Israel and the Jewish community 
around the world. 

 

When you support MERCAZ and the CFMJ, you 
♦ Support Pluralism in Israel   

 ♦ Maintain Programs for Youth
♦ Maintain our Strength in Global Jewish Organizations   ♦ 

Continue Education Programs in Canada 
To join: phone, mail or go to our website:   

 

http://www.mercaz.ca/signup.html 
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Warmest Wishes to 
All for a  

Happy New Year 
 
 

Judith & Stephen Bates 
 

 

 
Warmest Wishes for 

the New Year 
 
 
 
David & Jane Alexander 

and Family 
 
 

 
A Happy and 

Healthy New Year 
to All 

 
 

Victoria & Martin 
Herschorn 

 

 
L'Shana Tova 

 
 

Irma, Jerry, Philip 
Barkow, Sarah Barkow, 

Joshua , Evelyn & 
Simon Kalb 

 

 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year 
 
 

Sharon Waxman & 
Charlie Campbell 

 

 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy New Year 

 
 

Victor, Judith,  
Eric, Genna, & Rachael 

Goldberg 

 



41

L’ Shana Tova 
Mary Kanner 

Henry, Jennifer, Violet & Evelyn Stern  
Dr. Michael, Rebecca, & Hannah Eve Stern 

 

Best Wishes for the Year 5777 
Maxine Cordon, David, Ki nam &   Sammy Cordon 
Danielle Cordon, Steve, Oliver & Fletcher Lohrentz 

 
Best Wishes for a Peaceful,  

Happy and Healthy New Year 
Denise & Natan Nevo, Tamy & Igal, Shirley & Amir, 

 Itai,  Sarah,  Daniel, Zev and Phoenix 
 

Wishing You and Your Family the Very Best for a 
Healthy and Happy New Year 

Millie & Harvey Meretsky  
Jonathan, Natalie,  Ida &  Reeve Meretsky 

Tami, Adam, Max & Sara Zinkin 
 

 
Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy 

New Year 
 
 

Rosalind & Philip Belitsky 
and Family 

 

 
Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy 

New Year 
 

Lorri Goldberg 
Ben, Sarah, Adam, Eli & Henry  

 Lisa & Adam 
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Best Wishes for a  
Happy New Year 

 
 

Susan, Andrea & 
Stephanie Strug 

 

 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy & Healthy 
New Year to All 

 
 

Beverly Parsons 
 

 
W ishing You a 

Happy and 
Healthy New Year 

 
 

Nancy&  Menashe 
Cieplinski and 

Family 
 

 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year 
 
 

Etienne Malan 
 

 
A Happy and Healthy 

New Year to All 
 
 

Joel & Ardith 
Offman and Family 

 

 
Best Wishes for a 
Happy New Year 

 
Harry Glube 

 

 
A Happy and Healthy 

New Year 
 
 

LindaRand & Barrie 
Green and Family 

 

 
Best Wishes for a 
Happy New Year 

 
 

Mark Offman 
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Warmest Wishes for a  
Happy and Healthy 

New Year to All 
 
 

Eleanor & Morris 
Givner 

 

 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year 
 
 

Fannie Nathanson 
and Family 

 
 

Best Wishes for a 
Healthy New Year 

 
 

The Dankner 
Family 

 
 

 
Best Wishes for a 

Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 
Lysa, Michael, Allan & 

Samantha April 
 

 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and 

Healthy New Year 
 

Marianne Ferguson 
Randy Ferguson 

 

 
 

Best Wishes to All 
From the 

 
Shapiro Family 

 

 
Wishing You 

Happy Holidays 
 
 
Peggy, Shimon, Hannah  

Josh, Maria & Ava Walt 
 

 
Best Wishes for a 

Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 
 

Jack Baig 
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Best Wishes for a 
Happy & Healthy New 

Year 
 

Beth Donald 
 

 

Best Wishes for 
Health & Happiness 

Anetta and Janet 
Chernin 

 

 
Warmest Wishes for a 

Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 
Helen Offman 

 

 
Warmest New Year’s  

Wishes to Our Friends 
at the Shaar 

 

The Guzner/Macaulay 
Family 

 
 

Best Wishes for a 
Very Good Year 

 
 

Eric Offman & Ruth 
McCulloch 

 

With Best Wishes for a 
Healthy, Happy and 

Prosperous New Year. 
 

Mark, Sue, Joshua, 
Jennie & Rebecca David 
 

 
 

Every Good Wish for 
the New Year 

 
 

Debbie, Martin, Rachael 
& Rebecca Whitzman, 

Sarah, Andrew&Declan 
 

 
A Happy New Year  

to All 
 
 

Bracha & Jacob 
Koren and Family 
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Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy  

New Year 
 

 
Marcie-Ann Gilsig and Family 

 

 

L' Shana Tova U'metukah to All 
 
 

Jill & Marty 
Sari, Alec, Eliezer, Kayla & Yehonatan 

Kim, Caleb & Jacob 
 

 

 
 

Shana Tova to 
All Our Family and Friends 

 
 
 
 

The O’Connor Family  
Jennifer, Wayne, Blythe, Fleur & Yale 
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Warmest Wishes for the New Year 

 
Shirley Chernin 

Bill H. Chernin& Family 
Ken Chernin and Family  ~   Beth Derible and Family 

 

 

Wishing You Health 
and Happiness In the 

Coming Year 
 

Florie Fineberg  
and Family 

 

 
Good Health & Peace in 

the New Year 
 
 

Sheri Lecker,  
Mark Evans,  

Bessie, Joey & Sam 
 

 
Wishing Everyone a 

Healthy & Happy New 
Year 

 

Cara, Ted,  
David, Jaimie & Dana  

Tax 
 

 
L'Shana Tova 

Tikatevu! 
Best Wishes from 

 
 

Mike & Lili Falk 
With Dan, Jonathan, 

George & Jimmy 
 

 
L’Shana Tova 

to All 
 

Jana Wieder, 
Yolana Wassersug 
& Helena Jockel 

 

Warmest Wishes for 
the New Year 

 
Linda, David, Daniel, 

Sylvie & Felix Schroeder 
and Emily,Paul & 
Jayden Alexander 

 



47

Shana Tova! 
Wishing You a Healthy and Sweet 

New Year 
 
 

Michael & Roy Argand and Jo-Anne Nozick 
 

 
Best Wishes for a 

Happy and 
Healthy New Year 

 
 

Jeffrey, Rachael& Jordan 
Schelew 

 

 
Shana Tova and  

Best Wishes for Health 
and Happiness 

  
The Robert Family 

Joshua, Kristin & Noah  
 

 

L’ Shana Tova to All 
 
 
 
Leigha, Elliot, Benjamin, 

Jacob & Hannah  
Givner 

 

L’ Shana Tova, and 
Best Wishes for a 
Sweet New Year 

 
 

The  Berman  Family 
Robyn, Jason,  

Benjamin & Jacob 
 

 
Wishing You a 

Happy New Year 
 
 

Fran Ornstein & 
Fred Wendt 

 

 

Warmest New Year’s 
Wishes 

 
 

Mary Dale & Ed Pencer 
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Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy  

New Year 

Rita, Joel, Leah & Daniel Pink  
Aaron & Holly Pink and Grandchildren 

 
 

Our Best Wishes for a 
Happy & Healthy New 

Year 
 

Miriam & Leonard 
Goldberg 

 
 

 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year 
 
 
Donna Assh and Family 

 
 

 
L’Shana Tova to All 

 
 

Cheryl & Marty 
Wexler 

 

 
L’Shana Tova to All 

 
 

Roselle Green and 
Family 

 

 

Our Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year to All 
 
 

Fig, Tim & Jessica 
Margolian 

 

 

A Happy New Year 
to All 

 

 
 
 

Wendy Katz, Alan 
Young and Family 
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L’ Shana Tova to All 

 
 

Ethel, Mark & Brendan Rosen 
 

 
 

Warmest Wishes to 
All for the New Year 

 
 

Molly Rechnitzer and 
Family 

 

 
Best Wishes for a 

Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 
 

Lea McKnight & Jack 
Wagner and Family 

 
 

Best Wishes for the 
New Year 

 
 
Jon Goldberg 

 

 
Best Wishes for a 

Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 

 
Bev Hymes & Herb 

Vandermeulen, Aviva, 
Ari and Noah 

 
 

 

Wishing Everyone 
a Happy New Year 

 
 

The Lehman Family 
 

 
Best Wishes for a 

Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 
 

Debbie Garson, Sara, 
Hanna & Louis 
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Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy  

New Year 
 
 

Lauren, Dan, Jackson & Lyla MacDonald 
 

 
 

Happy New Year  
 
 
 

Annette & Will Strug 
 

 
Best Wishes for a 
Happy New Year 

 
 

Louise, Len, 
Adam & Jasper 

Sonmor 
 

Best Wishes for Peace, 
Good Health, 

Happiness & Prosperity 
in the Coming Year 

  
  
Sondra Rutman, Jason,      

Shael & Zane Brown 
 

Wishing Health and 
Happiness to the 

Shaar Community 
 
 

Ben, Laura, Rebecca, 
Jacob & Nathan 

Schelew 
 

 
 

Happy New Year 
 

Darrah & Derek  
Ross 

 

Wishing You a Happy 
and Healthy New Year 

 
 

Alissa, Mike & Aria 
Pencer/Mattie 
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Wishing You All L’ Shana Tova in the 

Year to Come 
 
 
 

Nancy, Seth, Aliyah & Yael Bloom 
 

 
May Yours be 

a Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

  
  
Diane & Erwin Wanderer 

 

 
Best Wishes for a Sweet 

and Happy New Year 
 
 

Jennifer Pink, Scott,  
Freya & Joshua Neilson 

 
 

A Happy and 
Healthy New Year 

to All 
 
 

Gertrude Shane 
 
 

 

Shana Tova 
U’metukah 

 
 

David & Leah  
Zer-Aviv 

 

 

 
L’Shana Tova to All 

 
 
 

Morris Strug 
 

To the Members of 
 "Sha-Sha" &  "Bet-Is", 
Friends and family, we 
Wish a  Peaceful Year, 

Good Health and Much Joy 
 

David & Yona Korn 
and  Family 
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 Shanah Tovah 
„Szczęśliwego Nowego Roku” 

from 
Dorota Glowacka and Family 

L’ Shana Tova to All 
KarenGaum a n d Family 

Lesley, Dov, Rebekah & Matthew Bercovici  
Jennifer, Adam, Sam & Maddy Bobker 

 
L’ Shana Tova u’ M’tuka u’Vriah 

 
To a Good, Sweet and Healthy New Year 

To You and Yours 
 

 
Sherri Kasten 

 
 

 

 Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosalie Fine, Steve, Rebecca & Jacques 

 Wolff 
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A Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year 
 

 
Linda Law & Lloyd Newman 

 
 

 
 

Peace, Joy and Health 
 
 
 

Victoria & Ed Rosenberg 
 

 

Shanah Tovah to All From 
 
 

Ian, Erin, Lena, Violet and Harris 
Epstein 

 

 
Wishing You All a Sweet, 

Happy and Healthy New Year 
 

Joan & Ronald Pink 
And Family 
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Warmest Wishes for a Happy & Healthy 
5777 

 
 

Alan & Janet Stern 
Adam, Debbie, Gabriel & Madelyn Stern 

Debra, Dave, Zev & Navah Rootman 
 

 
 

Wishing Everyone a Happy & Healthy New Year 
Shana Tova  

 
 

Jennifer, Louis, Charlie & Shayna 
Wolfson 

 

 

Warmest Wishes to 
all for a Happy New 

Year 
 
 

Catherine Nathanson 
 

 

A Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 
 

Ken Offman & Family 
 

 

 
Best Wishes for a Good 
and Sweet New Year 

 

 
Howard Heyman 

& Hal Walsh 

 

L`Shana Tova to All 
 

Barry & Deborah  
Rose 
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L’ Shana Tova to All  
 
  

The Hirsch Family 
 

 
 

 

Warmest Best Wishes 
for a Healthy and 
Happy New Year 

 
Alex & Shifra Richman 

and Family 

 

Wishing Everyone a  
Happy and Healthy 

New Year 
 

Juan Alas 
 

 
Happy New Year 

To All 
 

Hector Rivas 
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Warmest Wishes for a 

Healthy and Happy New Year 
 

Cindy Gillies 
Kimberly, Saul, Eli & Naomi 

Offman 

 
We Wish You ALL a 

Sweet and Happy Rosh Hashanah 
 

Tamara Daiman and Alan Doyle 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
I wish to thank all who made this year’s bulletin possible. 
Greetings callers, Nancy Cieplinski, Mary Kanner, Lea McKinight, 
Molly Rechnitzer and Deborah Rose.  To Rabbi Weiss and all 
contributors for their articles and reports and to Sharon Waxman 
for her stories on Gordon Dankner and Constance Glube. To Tim 
Margolian for his great efforts in getting our advertisers and a big 
thank you to those who advertised.  To my eagle-eyed proof-
reader Molly Rechnitzer who is ever vigilant, thank you Molly.  
Last but not least, a special thanks to Lysa April who got 
everything going, including me and kept at it until all was in place 
and finished. 
 
Thank you ALL, 
Florence Slaunwhite 
Editor NYB 5777 



57

 

Committed to keeping 
strong our community 

 

 

 

 

BMO Bank of Montreal ® is proud to support: 

Shaar Shalom Synagogue 
1981 Oxford Street 

 

At BMO Bank of Montreal, we take pride in our 
local community.  That’s why, each year, 
through various donations and sponsorships, 
we are committed to providing our support. 
 
Your Quinpool and Harvard team 
6371 Quinpool Road, Halifax, NS 

 

 

        PROUD TO BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY 

®Registered trade-mark of Bank of Montreal 
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WINES FROM ISRAEL FOR  
THE HIGH HOLIDAYS 

 
 Yarden brand Kosher Israeli wine is again available in Metro 

Halifax for the High Holidays. The Yarden Mount Hermon Red 
and the Yarden Mount Hermon White are now regular core   
products at 6 NSLC outlets in Metro:  Port of Wines, Bayer’s 
Lake, Mill Cove, Portland Street, Larry Uteck Boulevard, and 
Fall River. 
 
The Red and White are both quality wines at popular prices. They 
add to the enjoyment of both traditional and modern High Holiday 
dishes. They are also available year round for simchas, social 
events, gifting, and any occasion enhanced by good wine. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Green Landers Chartered Accountants Inc. 
“When Experience Counts” 

 
Contact:  Barrie Green or Ross Landers 
Telephone: 902-481-8144 
Fax:   902-481-8143 

 
 

Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year 
 

273 Bedford Highway  Halifax, NS    B3M 2K5
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Jessica Margolian 
REALTOR®

CELL  902.580.5665
jessicamargolian@royallepage.ca

7071 Bayers Road, Suite 102 
Halifax, Nova Scotia  B3L 2C2

www.royallepageatlantic.com

Jessica Margolian 
REALTOR®

CELL  902.580.5665
jessicamargolian@royallepage.ca

7071 Bayers Road, Suite 102 
Halifax, Nova Scotia  B3L 2C2

www.royallepageatlantic.com

Jessica Margolian 
REALTOR®

CELL  902.580.5665
jessicamargolian@royallepage.ca

7071 Bayers Road, Suite 102 
Halifax, Nova Scotia  B3L 2C2

www.royallepageatlantic.com



60

WINES FROM ISRAEL FOR THE HIGH HOLIDAYS 

Yarden and Galil brand Kosher Israeli wine is available in 
Metro Halifax for the High Holidays. 
 

The Hermon Red and the Hermon White are available at seven 
NSLC outlets in Metro:  Port of Wines, Bayers Lake, Mill Cove, 
Larry Uteck, Fall River, Tantallon and Portland Street. 

Yarden Viognier, Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon as well as 
the red blend Galil Alon  are available at Bishops Cellar at 
Bishops Landing on Lower Water Street in  Halifax. 

These quality white and red wines add to the enjoyment of both 
traditional and modern High Holiday dishes. They are also 
available year round from the same outlets for family dinners, 
simchas, social events, gifting and all occasions enhanced by 
good wine. 
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BLUENOSE SEAFOOD 
 

 

 

wishes you a 

 

Happy & Prosperous New Year 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halifax, NS  B3R 1V5  Telephone:  (902) 407-0700 

!שנה טובה  
 

Wishes you a

Happy, Healthy & Prosperous
New Year
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C M Y K

PROCESS SEPARATIONS

BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR

With law offices across Atlantic Canada, we are where you need us.

Here    THere
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CRUIKSHANK’S 

 
 

FUNERAL HOME 
 
 
 

“A Name you can trust since 1902” 
 
 
 

2666 Windsor Street 
 

Halifax 
 
 

(902) 423-7295 
 
 
 

Visit our website 
 

www.cruikshankhalifaxfuneralhome.com 
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  JOHN ROSS & SONS LIMITED                        
  BUYERS & SELLERS OF FERROUS AND 

NON-FERROUS SCRAP METALS
 

 

  171 Chain Lake Drive, Halifax, Nova Scotia  
B3S 1B3  Canada

 

  
BUS  902.450.4633  |   FAX  902.450.5084 

 

  

Have a healthy and happy New Year, 
from the Ross Family

 




