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High Holidays 5773 / 2012 

Annual Cemetery Visit 
Sunday, September 16th

10:00am to 12pm 

Rosh Hashanah 

Sunday, September 16th

6:30pm Ma’ariv (Evening services) 

Monday, September 17th

9:00am  Shacharit & Torah Reading (Morning services) 
10:30am Shofar, Sermon & Musaf 
5:30pm Tashlich @ Bishop’s Landing 
6:30pm Mincha (Afternoon services) 

Tuesday, September 18th

9:00am  Shacharit & Torah Reading (Morning services) 
10:30am Shofar, Sermon & Musaf 

Yom Kippur 

Tuesday, September 25th

6:30pm Musical Introduction 
6:45pm Candle Lighting followed by Kol Nidre and Ma’ariv 

Wednesday, September 26th

9:15am  Shacharit & Torah Reading (Morning services) 
11:00am Yizkor & Musaf 
5:45pm Mincha 
6:25pm Neilah (The final hour with Avinu Malkeinu) 
7:47pm Shofar blowing and End of Fast  
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Sukkot 

Sunday, September 30th

6:00pm Sweets & Study in The Shaar’s Sukkah 

Monday, October 1st

9:15am Shacharit & Torah 
10:15am Sweets & Hallel in The Shaar’s Sukkah 

Tuesday, October 2nd

9:15am Shacharit, Hallel & Torah 
10:30am Sweets & Musaf in The Shaar’s Sukkah 

Shemini Atzerat & Simchat Torah 

Sunday, October 7th: 
6:00pm Ma'ariv for Shemini Atzeret 

Monday, October 8th:
9:15am Shacharit, Hallel, and Yizkor for Shemini Atzeret 
6:30pm Simchat Torah Party 

Tuesday, October 9th: 
9:15am Hallel & Torah reading for Simchat Torah 

High Holiday Reminder:
When you enter our sanctuary for services throughout the High 
Holidays, remember to have your cellular telephones turned 
completely off.  Also, Jewish tradition believes that anytime a 
quorum of Jews is together praying in a sanctuary, God descends 
upon them.  In that vein, please ensure that your attire matches the 
religious intensity of the High Holidays and entering in the 
presence of God.  Our recommendations for appropriate attire 
include avoiding jeans, sandals, tank tops, exercise clothing, and 
shorts.
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Tapestries by Sophia (Ostrovsky) Adler, 
American Jewish Artist of Note  
Exhibited at Shaar Shalom 

Tapestries by the noted Jewish American 20th century artist, Sophia 
Adler, will be on exhibition in the chapel at Shaar Shalom during the 
high holidays in honor of the synagogue's 60th Anniversary. 

Sophia Adler, 1916-2008, a Jewish artist from NYC, is credited as a 
central figure in the development of "abstract expressionism" in the mid-
20th century.  Her family fled the 1907 Pogroms in the Ukraine, settling 
into a Jewish neighborhood of NYC, a hotbed of Ashkenazic culture.  
They lived in a chassidic shetl until it was obliterated by violent, anti-
Semitic pogroms in which family members were murdered.  Sophia's 
father was 14 and fled with surviving family members including his 
younger sister Sarah to NY.  They lived in a tenement on Manhattan's 
Lower East Side where Sarah sewed in sweatshops and studied painting 
at night with notable American painter, Robert Henri, of the famed 
"Ashcan School". 

During Sophia's childhood, her aunt Sarah (Berman) established herself 
as a major NYC artist, a "social realist" painter and chronicler of Jewish 
tenement life in the Lower East Side.  By the 1920's Sarah Berman's  
works were exhibited by the famed impresario and gallery owner, J.B. 
Neumann of Manhattan's New Art Circle, who also represented Max 
Beckmann, Paul Klee, Yankel Adler, Max Weber, Edvard Munch, and 
Georgia O'Keeffe, among others.   

An aspiring artist early on, Sophia became Sarah Berman's protege.  In 
1933, Sophia enrolled in art school at Manhattan's Cooper Union and the 
Art Students League where she studied painting under Willem de 
Kooning.  She met two other students in de Kooning's class who 
impacted her, Jackson Pollock and Frederick Adler, whom she would 
later marry.  In 1934,  the height of the Great Depression, Adler and 
Pollock were selected with their teacher, de Kooning, to become salaried 
painters by F.D. Roosevelt's "Works Progress Administration" (WPA), 
joining the “easel project" of the New York City Federal Arts Project" 
(NYC-FAP). Adler, de Kooning and Pollock painted together from 1934-
1939 along with several other still unknown artists including, Mark 
Rothko, Arshile Gorky, Milton Avery and Jack Levine.  Sophia, now 
nineteen and married to Fred Adler, began her lengthy studies under 
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Thomas Hart Benton, who profoundly influenced her work for the 
remainder of her life. 

In 1939 at the WPA's culmination, Fred, then 25, won the WPA's top 
artistic awards, distinguishing himself as a top young artist in the 
country, along with Arshile Gorky and Jack Levine (but not Jackson 
Pollock).  Fred's paintings were collected and exhibited by the Museum 
of Modern Art and other notable institutions.  Fred, however, despaired 
that he and his associates remained starving artists, literally.  Some 
tended to be drunks, too, while he aspired to having children and raising 
a family.  When the WPA ended there was no longer a clear path to earn 
a living.  Fred decided to abandon his art and pursue an engineering 
career to make a living and decided to live his art life vicariously through 
Sophia by putting her on a pedestal as an artist.  Sophia's art flourished, 
as did Fred as an engineer.  In the 1940's-50's Sophia continued studying 
art and was a fixture at the Brooklyn Museum studios where she 
expanded her range of media into ceramics, sculpture, and textile art, 
plus drawing and painting. 

Marc Chagall fled Paris to New York in 1941, where he met Sarah 
Berman and her husband Levi, an art collector.  Levi helped launch 
Chagall's first NY exhibit at the Jewish Museum.  Chagall attended Sarah 
Berman's exhibitions and profoundly influenced her artwork until her 
death in 1957, refocussing it back to the memories of her shtetl 
childhood.   

Sophia's artwork had also become much more secular through the 1930's 
as she strayed from her own eastern European Jewish roots and 
increasingly focussed on Greenwich Village Jazz  clubs, urban 
landscapes, angry subway commuters, life in the "rat race", and scenes 
from the broad American landscape, such as Appalachian coal mining 
towns, railroad yards, the American working class, racial segregation and 
integration, and other social commentary.  Sophia's art incorporated a 
broad range of media and a wide range of subjects both secular and 
Judaic by the '50's.  She bore the children Fred wanted, but her creativity 
and artistic genius consumed her. Sophia had a huge studio in her house 
where she spent all of her time working when she wasn't in art class or 
museum studios.   

During the 1940's and early '50's Sophia produced numerous silk 
tapestries celebrating secular American life, like boxing matches and 
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basketball.  Sarah Berman's death in 1957 had a major impact on her.  
Sarah left her lifetime collection of artwork to Sophia, and it reawakened 
her Jewish roots.  Already experimenting with abstraction, Sophia got 
back to her Jewish roots merging Jewish biblical and holocaust themes 
into large silk tapestries, in a blend of abstraction and realism.  The silk 
tapestries and Torah mantles she created during the late 1950's-'60's 
constitute her best known work, and she received numerous commissions 
from various Jewish institutions for them.  Now, 50 years later, several 
of these masterpieces remain in their original installations.  "The Seudah" 
was commissioned by Temple Ohef Sholom, an American synagogue 
founded in 1844.  It depicts the mythical banquet that will take place at 
the end of time, when the messiah comes, and good finally conquers evil.  
This mind boggling silk tapestry measures 12 feet x 18 feet and has been 
on continuous exhibition there ever since.  It remains beloved by the 
congregation and it is featured on their website today, where it can be 
viewed at: http://www.ohefsholom.org/about-us/our-history/60-
cbe/about-us/our-history/429-seudah 

Sophia is cited in the Encyclopedia of Jewish Women in the chapter "Art 
in the United States" for her "increasingly important role as an abstract 
artist", alongside several other important 20th century Jewish women 
artists who all happened to be married to major artists, including Lee 
Krasner (Jackson Pollock's wife), Helen Frankenthaler (Robert 
Motherwell), Hedda Sterne (Saul Steinberg), Sally Michel (Milton 
Avery), and Ruth Gikow (Jack Levine).  These artists constituted a close 
circle of Jews in the New York art scene. The Encyclopedia notes 
Sophia's "synagogue and other commissions from Jewish organizations".  
Sophia's art work is included in Avrum Kampf's book 20th Century 
American Synagogue Art and was covered in major publications such as 
"Craft Horizons". 

Sophia died in 2008 at 91 and her large collection of artwork, including 
the life works of Sarah Berman and Fred Adler, was recently relocated to 
Halifax by her children and grandchildren who are cataloguing it and 
seeking help from art historians and curators in the hope of exhibiting it.  

Respectfully submitted by David Adler 
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Rabbi Isenberg teaching Halifax campers at Camp Kadimah, July 2012 

Dear Congregants, 

My five-year rabbinical school journey has reached its final year.
In a few short months, I will graduate from the institution 
established by Solomon Schechter a century ago; an institution that 
was home to Louis Finkelstein, Saul Lieberman, Abraham Joshua 
Heschel, and so many of the great Jewish minds of the 20th

century.  I will graduate with my rabbinic ordination, a Masters in 
Sacred Jewish Music, and I will assume my seat on the Rabbinical 
Assembly of America.   

In July, 2013, I will resume the sacred task of being your full-time 
spiritual leader, your rabbi.

In unambiguous terms, had my parents not brought me to 
synagogue as a child, I would never have discovered my passion 
for the pulpit.

This is my story: 

My very first memory at shul, an exceptionally vivid one, is of Rosh 
Hashanah, when I was five years old. I recall my pleasure as I sat, with 
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machzor in hand, mesmerized by the cantor and the choir.  The most 
poignant memory of that day, however, revolves around the rabbi and 
cantor prostrating themselves during the Musaf Aleinu. They lay on the 
floor of the bimah, stretched out, bowing before God.  I was enthralled 
by that image.  It sparked curiosity and triggered certain emotions 
within me that, at the time, were indescribable.  In retrospect, I realize 
that, on the one hand, I felt overcome with emotion, sensing that I had 
just born witness to an extremely holy ritual.  On the other hand, a less 
comfortable emotion, envy towards the rabbi and cantor, began to well 
up within me.  In the simplest of terms, I wanted to do what they were 
doing.  I wanted to be the one who was up on that bimah praying and 
teaching with kavanah.

My parents could never have predicted that simply bringing me to 
synagogue would influence my vocational path in life, but they 
were attune to the importance of exposing their children to Jewish 
tradition.  They taught me the value in engaging with and 
participating in my heritage, the Jewish community.   

We recite the Shema twice a day.  In it, we find the imperative to 
teach our children; to act as role models and provide them with the 
tools necessary to learn and grow.  This year, on these High 
Holidays, take your children out of school and provide them with 
another form of learning – the gift of communal celebration in 
synagogue.  Teach them the importance of synagogue attendance, 
of prayer and reflection, and of community involvement.  The gifts 
that such an experience could yield are limitless. 

You have an opportunity, a sacred gift, to bestow upon your 
children.  Teach them about their ancestry and their heritage.  
Expose them to prayer and Jewish mindfulness.  Demonstrate 
Jewish rituals in your home, and nurture their love of our tradition 
with others, in synagogue.

On these High Holidays of 2012 (5773), on this 60th anniversary of 
Shaar Shalom Congregation, celebrate with your family in shul. 

I’ll see you there. 

Rabbi A. Z. Isenberg
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Editor’s note:  Ari Isenberg started as Cantor, coming in 
specifically for the High Holidays.  Being so impressed with him, 
it was decided by the Congregation to ask him to be the Spiritual 
Leader of Shaar Shalom.  In 2005 he became and still is, the 
Spiritual Leader and soon to be the full time Rabbi.  Following is 
his first published address to his congregation,  I thought it would 
be nice to end the Rabbi’s section with the actual beginning. 

FROM ARIʼS DESK 

Dear friends, 

It is with a great sense of humility and exuberance that I take over 
the religious reigns on a permanent basis here at the Shaar.  I look 
forward to meeting you all, and getting to know you all on a more 
personal level.  The following is a copy of the Address that I made 
on the first Shabbat of my tenure here: 

Amid the hectic preparation involved in planning my move from 
Montreal to Halifax, I spent some time fielding questions from 
family and friends alike.  Questions such as: “What’s Halifax like? 
Is their smoked salmon really better than our smoked salmon?  
And even if it is, will you find good bagels to eat it with?  What 
are Haligonians like? Describe some of their qualities.” 

It required little effort to provide a response. 
When this city was blessed with three snowstorms within a span of 
ten days, you relentlessly dug yourselves out from beneath it.  As 
Haligonians, you honoured your civic responsibility to clear a 3-
foot wide passageway along the perimeter of your property.  I 
believe that this act, one that you repeat after every snowfall, 
accurately reflects the sense of responsibility and dedication you 
have to the city in which you live, and ultimately helps convey the 
principles that you live by.

These principles and values extend beyond clearing sidewalks and 
beyond your civic duties.  As members of this congregation, you
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all display the same sense of commitment, accountability and 
involvement here.  Without religious leadership over the past 
while, many of you have stepped up to the challenge of keeping 
this institution in-motion.  Whether it’s organizing a service, 
leading it or attending it.  Organizing an event, or attending the 
event.  Conceptualizing a program, or funding the program.  The 
variety of ways in which you, the shul membership, honour your 
responsibilities to this synagogue, are all valued. 

Today I stand before you with the following pledge:  Your 
commitment, your enthusiasm and your dedication to the Shaar 
invigorate me, motivate me, stimulate me and help guide me.  I 
promise to work hard, to devote myself and to provide you all with 
more reason to remain inspired and active members of the Shaar.   

May the experiences, the music and the energy we create within 
this sanctuary resonate beyond its four walls, and may that same 
ruach, spirit, propel us to continue to strive for excellence, both 
here at home at the Shaar, as well as in the Jewish community at-
large. 

And now that I am here, remember that I’ll always be available to 
lend a helping hand with the shoveling. 

Ari Isenberg 
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Shaar Shalom Board of 
Trustees 2011 – 2012

EXECUTIVE  

Co-Leader
Rosalie Fine 
431-0569
halifaxrosa@hotmail.com 

Co-Leader & Treasurer 
Mark Rosen 
425-3902
Mrosen@bdo.ca 

Co-Leader & Cemetery 
Chair & House Chair 
Mitchell Zusman 
443-7854
mitchellz@eastlink.ca 

Programming
Lysa April 
425-4180
lysa@ns.sympatico.ca 

Ritual
Donna Assh 
422-7453
donnaassh@gmail.com 

Recording Secretary 
Beth Donald 
bejodo2@fastmail.ca 

Members at Large 

Corresponding Secretary 
Membership Chair 
Molly Rechnitzer 
443-4770
mollyr@eastlink.ca 

Elliot Givner 
477-8279
elliot@bluenoseseafood.com

Johnathan Shapiro 
404-7302
Johnathan.Shapiro@justice.gc.
ca

Seth Bloom 
406-2894
sabloom@dal.ca 

Jennifer O’Connor 
jennifer.oconnor@ns.sympatic
o.ca

Stacey Schwartz 
macschwartz@ns.sympatico.ca 

Dawn Frail 
dawn.frail@gov.ns.ca 

Louis Wolfson 
louis@peppermintproperties.ca 
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60th Anniversary Greetings From the Shaar Board 

As we reflect upon the immense accomplishment of 60 active 
years as an egalitarian congregation in Halifax, one factor driving 
this success is the wonderful group of volunteers who have served 
our congregation over time. A synagogue is a unique organization. 
There are in fact very few employees earning a salary to perform 
their responsibilities. Rather, the synagogue runs from day to day, 
week to week, year to year, and decade to decade on the efforts of 
many volunteers.  

While it is not practical to list the hundreds of Shaar members who 
have helped to build and sustain our congregation over 60 years, 
we can discuss the types of volunteerism that allow our 
congregation to operate so successfully today. We salute and thank 
all those who assist the congregation. Here is a partial list of ways 
in which our volunteers support Shaar Shalom: 

-organizing and leading weekly services 
-organizing High Holiday services 
-attending services 
-managing our Kosher kitchen 
-keeping up our physical building 
-cooking in the kitchen 
-setting up, serving, and cleaning up from events 
-running our Cooperative Hebrew School 
-working with children at school or junior congregation 
-managing our trusts 
-acting as Board members 
-assisting with yard sales and other events 
-keeping up our cemetery 
-organizing fundraising activities 
-making calls regarding life cycle events 
-making fundraising calls 
-writing and publishing bulletins 
-overseeing our website 
-working with our office and house staff 
-hosting Shaar Shalom guests 
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-visiting the ailing and those in need 
-supporting those who are grieving 
-assisting our spiritual leader 

There are so many different people and so many unique ways in 
which individuals and families assist us in operating Shaar 
Shalom. To all of you, thank you so very much for your 
contributions. We couldn't do it without you. 

Rosalie Fine, Mark Rosen, Mitchell Zusman 
Co-leaders of the Shaar Shalom Board of Directors 

Annual Latke Makers 

GOING FORWARD 

Another year is coming to a close.  We have seen Florence retire, 
but not leave us.  We have been very fortunate to have Tamara join 
us in the office, and she is working out great.  We are in the 
process of building a new Sukkah for the upcoming holiday and 
hope that many will join us in it for good fun and food.  Our house 
(building) has survived another year, but we are faced with issues 
that will have to be tackled, as you would expect in a building of 
this age. 
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I am happy to say that as of next summer, we will have a full time 
spiritual leader.  Rabbi Isenberg will have graduated, and be with 
us on a full time basis.  It has been quite an interesting and 
challenging time with only part time spiritual leadership over the 
past years, and it will be a stabilizing force to have our new Rabbi 
full time.  

Our cemetery is in good shape, but going forward we must soon 
look into options for new space. In not that many years ahead, we 
will be out of room.  We also have a team, lead by Sharon 
Waxman and Susan Arklay-Lehman that are working on having 
pictures taken of each headstone and the plan is to upload them to 
our Shaar website. 

As of this writing, we lost one congregant this past year – Ruth 
Shane – may she rest in peace. 

We thank Florence, Scott, and Tamara for their dedication and 
hard work to keep things moving this past year. 

As we begin our 60th year, we look forward to an exciting future, 
full of possibilities.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all board members and volunteers for their efforts and dedication.  
Without them we could not exist.  We would also like to thank 
those that attend services.  Making a minion is one of the most 
important things one can do.   This allows us to have full services, 
and those in mourning can have the opportunity to say Kaddish.  It 
would be nice in the upcoming year if some of those that do not 
attend regularly, set aside the occasional time to attend a service 
and help us make a minion.  We love to have fresh faces.  

May all our members have a healthy and happy year ahead.
L’Shana Tova. 

Mitchell Zusman 
Shaar Administrator 
House and Cemetery Chair
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New Year’s Message from the Ritual Committee 

Dear Shaar Shalom Community, 

On behalf of all members of the Ritual Committee, I wish you and 
all of your loved ones a peaceful, healthy and Happy New Year 
/Chag Sameach. 

 I (Donna Assh) wish to thank all of my colleagues on the Ritual 
Committee for their collaborative approach over this past year. I 
would especially like to thank my new Co-Chair of Ritual 
Committee, Dr. Phil Warman for tirelessly ensuring week after 
week that there is a full complement of volunteers who can lead all 
parts of Friday night and Saturday morning services.  Without 
Phil’s Gabbai skills and his organizational skills, Shaar Shalom 
would be hard pressed to be a house of worship!

There are many other dedicated volunteers that we would like to 
formally thank. First, Marty Zelenietz has continued to serve for so 
many Shabbat services as Gabbai Rishon. Thank you so much for 
this Marty. Thank-you so much as well to David Zer-Aviv for 
lending his skills and beautiful singing voice to our services, 
especially to Torah and Haftorah portions month after month. 
Howard Heyman has chanted several times and in particular has 
led many Friday night services. Beth Donald has similarly been the 
leader of numerous Friday pm services. Thank-you as well to 
Mitchell Zusman who does a stellar job of maintaining our house 
of worship in beautiful condition. Mitchell also performs Gabbai 
functions several times a month. Thanks as well to other 
individuals who serve as Gabbais, enabling our services to run 
smoothly. We have been privileged to have a new member; Sherri 
Kasten, lead many parts of the services. Sherri brings a fresh and 
knowledgeable perspective to the Ritual Committee, as our newest 
member.  Lastly, thank-you to our regular attendees who bring so 

much richness to prayer. I would encourage each one of you to 
please take the time to personally thank each of the people I have 
mentioned above, for their contribution to Shul life.  
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Continuing spiritual practice, in the absence of Ari Isenberg; soon 
to be Rabbi Isenberg, can be challenging. However, it also 
strengthens us as a Chevra. We so look forward to Ari’s visits. His 
gifts of leadership, spiritual enhancement, friendship, caring, 
education and promotion of peaceable relationships within our 
Jewish community and between our community and that of other 
faiths are beyond measure. We so look forward to having Rabbi 
Isenberg as our full time spiritual leader in 2013!

We hope to continue to assist you in any ritual matters that arise, 
and welcome, as always, your constructive feedback.
In closing, a sweet year to all of you.

B’Shalom, 
Donna Assh and Phil Warman, Co- Chairs of Ritual Committee   

Join your spiritual leader, Ari Isenberg, 
 in downtown Halifax for a ceremony  

rich in symbolism: 
‘TASHLICH’ 

Bring your friends and family to experience this 
meaningful Rosh Hashanah ritual 

 
Monday, Sept. 17th @ 5:30pm 

Bishop’s Landing on the waterfront 
 

Over 75 people participated last year.  Let’s surpass 
that number this year!  If you’ve never been, there’s no 

better time than now. 
(B.Y.O.B. = Bring Your Own Bread
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From The Education Committee 

The Education Committee is pleased to report that we enjoyed another 
successful academic year in 2011-2012. 

The school was fortunate to see many new faces in the lower grades.  
This was due in large part to the continuing arrival of new families to our 
community.  This trend continues as we welcomed approximately 85 
students in September 2011 – again, one of the biggest enrolments in 
years! All Grades continue to be combined class ventures with both 
Shaar Shalom and Beth Israel fully participating.   

Last year, Lysa Appleton was the full-time administrator for the Hebrew 
School and was able to help ensure an efficient line of communication 
and support to teachers as well as parents and families. This past year, 
we were extremely fortunate to have a dedicated teaching complement of 
Jason Berman and Samantha April for the preschool/primary class as 
well as a number of gifted teachers return to the classroom including:  
Bracha Koren, Gordon Danker, Yona Korn, Rabbi Ari Sherbill, and 
Raaya Sherbill. We also welcomed Elena Hazankin, Ashley Promislow 
and Joanna Wexler.   

Providing  a fluent Russian/Hebrew speaking teacher in the pre-school 
/primary class to help connect with the students and families was also a 
priority this past year. 

In addition, the commitment of the members of the Joint Education 
Committee was invaluable as the Hebrew School experienced an 
unprecedented need for substitute teachers, due to expected and un-
expected circumstances. However, the transition where additional 
teaching support was required was seamless and the children continued 
to thrive in the Hebrew School environment. 

Junior Congregation remains an integral part of the students’ education, 
from Grade 2.  All students – from the Shaar Shalom and the Beth Israel 
– are encouraged to attend Sabbath services together.  Junior 
Congregation alternates between the synagogues, each shul hosting one 
service for students every month.  We are once again fortunate to have 
Gordon Danker provide consistency and strong leadership of Junior 
Congregation in both synagogues. 

Last year, the school year featured enthusiasm and commitment from the 
students as well as the teachers and parents. But, with each new year 
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comes new opportunities and challenges.   Among other things, the 
school now has a joint budget. Policies that guide the school’s operations 
are supported by the Boards of both shuls. 

As a follow up to the survey conducted last summer and in response to 
feedback received, a decision has been made to move week-day Hebrew 
School classes from two to one day per week, effective September 2012.  
Classes will take place on Tuesdays from 4 – 6 pm and Sunday from 
9:15 am to noon for Grades 2 to 7 and 10:15 am – 11:45 am for 
Preschool/Primary and Grade 1 

Attendance at Hebrew School during the week has been sporadic and on 
the decline over the past number of years – a trend that continues. This 
fluctuation in attendance is a frustration for both teachers as well as 
students – making it difficult to plan, teach and experience a Hebrew 
education in a fulfilling environment conducive to learning and amongst 
peers. 

It is important to note that this decision was made after a great deal of 
discussion, thought and research into the structure of other Hebrew 
Schools across Canada.  Many other Hebrew schools are also following a 
similar format of one week-day class supplemented by week-end classes. 
We are also working with representatives from the newcomer families as 
this new format also presents an opportunity to ensure that the 
educational needs of our growing Jewish community continue to be met. 

Members of the Education Committee have worked extensively with the 
current teachers of the Hebrew School, Rabbi Ari Sherbill as well as 
Spiritual Leader Ari Isenberg to transition the current curriculum to this 
new format.  The underlying commitment is to ensure that the goals and 
objectives of the Hebrew School continue to be met and achieved.  
Junior Congregation and Sunday classes will continue to be an integral 
and essential part of the Hebrew School. 

We look forward to an extremely rewarding Hebrew School with the 
introduction of this new format to help us better meet the needs of our 
community.  
Respectfully Submitted, 

Lesley Gaum,  
Sheri Lecker,
Jennifer Wolfson
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CONGREGATION NEWS 

MAZAL TOV TO all who celebrated milestones and life events 
this past year. 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Marianne and Lawrence Ferguson on the occasion of their 65th 
wedding anniversary. 

Renee and Gordon Dankner on the occasion of their 50th 
wedding anniversary. 

Alex and Shifra Richman  on the occasion of their 60th wedding 
anniversary.

BAR/BAT MITZVAH 
Aaron Kovacs and his family on the occasion of Aaron’s Bar 
Mitzvah.

Samantha Chigier and her family on the occasion of  Samantha’s 
Bat Mitzvah. 

David Myer and his family on the occasion of David’s  Bar 
Mitzvah. 

Bessie Leia Lecker-Evans and her family on the occasion of 
Bessie’s Bat Mitzvah. 

Leah Mary-Anne Collins and her family on the occasion of 
Leah’s Bat Mitzvah. 

BIRTHS 
Sharon Waxman and Charlie Campbell on the occasion of the 
birth of their grandson, Matthew who was born on September 12, 
2011. Matthew is the son of Jamie Marchand and Ayelet Levy of 
Hoboken, New Jersey. 
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Constance Glube on the occasion of the birth of her great-
granddaughter, Alana Malca, 6 lb., born to Naomi and Mark 
Marcus on September 29, 2011, in Boston Mass. Naomi is the 
daughter of Erica (Glube) and Barry Kolatch of Silver Spring. 

Miriam and Leonard Goldberg on the occasion of the birth of 
their great-grandson Eli and to grandparents Lori and Paul 
Goldberg.

Linda and David Schroeder on the occasion of the birth of their 
first grandson, Jayden William Alexander, who was born on June 
5, 2012.  Jayden is the son of Emily and Paul Alexander, of 
Ottawa.

Millie and Harvey Meretsky on the birth of their granddaughter 
Ida Grayce Meretsky, in Halifax on June 4, 2012. Proud parents 
are Jonathan and Natalie Meretsky. The baby is named in Hebrew, 
after her two great grandmothers, Ida Pascal, a founding Shaar 
Shalom member and Reva Meretsky of Windsor, Ontario. 

Valerie & Jonathan Shapiro on the birth of their son, Eric David 
Shapiro, born in June in Halifax. 

Amy & Michael Shugar on the birth of their daughter , 
Gwendolyn Kate Marie Shugar, born in July in Halifax. 

Parents Rachel Pink and Nathan, and grandparents Ronald 
and Joan Pink, on the birth of Orli Laura in June in Halifax. 

Leah Pink and grandparents Rita & Joel Pink on the birth of 
Isaac Wolf Pink. 

BIRTHDAYS 
Connie Glube on the occasion of her 80th birthday. 

David Korn on the occasion of his 75th birthday. 

Peter Hershorn on the occasion of his 91st birthday. 

Randy Ferguson on the occasion of his 65th birthday. 
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WEDDINGS & ENGAGEMENTS 
Millie & Harvey Meretsky on the marriage of their son  
Jonathan to Natalie Chapman, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Bob 
Chapman of Halifax. 

Denise and Natan Nevo, who are very pleased to announce the 
engagement of their son, Amir, to Shirley Shamash. Wedding 
plans are not finalized yet. 

GRADUATIONS 
Matt Burgar  graduated from grade 12 from Armbrae Academy 
on June 14th. He will be studying at Dalhousie University in the 
fall, majoring in History. He received an entrance scholarship to 
Dalhousie and was awarded the Armbrae prize for history, having 
received the highest standing in that subject.  

Joshua David, son of Mark and Sue David, has been accepted into 
the Music Business program at NSCC where he will be furthering 
his music studies (Bachelor of Music degree from Acadia 
University 2011).

Rebecca David, daughter of Mark and Sue David, graduated from 
Halifax West High School. She will be attending Queen's 
University in the fall where she will be pursuing a Bachelor of 
Arts (Honours) degree. Rebecca will also be a member of Queen's 
synchronized swimming team. 

Jacob Eisenstat, grandson of Dr. Alex and Mrs. Shifra 
Richman, was awarded two music scholarships by the Edmonton 
Kiwanis Festival of Music and placed second in the Grade 7-8 
piano class at the Alberta Provincial Music Festival. 

Rebecca Ferguson, daughter of Jamie Ferguson and 
granddaughter of Lawrence and Marianne Ferguson, graduated 
from NSCC on June 11th, 2012, with a diploma in Tourism 
Management.  Her family is very proud of her achievements and 
wish her continued success and happiness. 

Eric Goldberg graduated with honours from University of 
Toronto with a joint degree. He received his J.D. M.B.A. from the 
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law school and the Rotman School of Management. He will article 
with Goodman LLP in Toronto. Proud parents Judith and Victor, 
and his sister Rachael wish him Mazel Tov!  

Maya Kovacs is proud to join the graduating class of 2012 at 
Citadel High School in Halifax. She is a graduate of the 
International Baccalaureate Program, honours with distinction. She 
will head to Ottawa in the fall to attend Carleton University, and is 
registered in the Department of Sciences. She has been awarded 
the President’s Scholarship based on academic standing. We are 
all very proud of her and wish her a wonderful future ahead!  
Maya is also a graduate of the Intensive Training Program at 
Halifax Dance where she started at three years old with the final 
performance this past May. Thanks for all the proud moments. 

Jessica Margolian who graduated with honours from the Post 
Graduate Marketing Management Program, Humber School of 
Business (Toronto) in June 2012.  Jessica also has a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Acadia University.  Her parents, Tim Margolian 
and Dawn (Fig) Frail, are very proud! 

Matthew and Nathan Rechnitzer, twin sons of the late Bernie 
Rechnitzer and grandsons of Molly Rechnitzer, had their 
graduation ceremony on June 25th at Bridgewater Elementary 
School.

Hannah Walt, daughter of Shimon and Peggy Walt, graduated 
from grade 12 at Citadel High School with Honours with 
Distinction.  Hannah received a Canadian Parents for French 
Award for the highest French mark in Core Grade 12 French, and 
four academic achievement awards from Citadel High School - for 
Comparative Religion, Math, French and Multi-media.  Hannah 
also completed her Grade 9 Royal Conservatory piano and theory 
examinations. Hannah has been offered a renewable scholarship to 
Carleton University, where she will be starting in the fall on her 
Bachelor of Social Work. 

Congratulations to all of our graduates of 2012. 
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ACHIEVEMENTS 
Marty Zelenietz who has had a Hebrew School textbook 
published entitled "Return to the Land: The Challenge of 
Rebuilding Israel : Exploring History through Stamps". 

Ruth and Richard Goldbloom who recently received the  
Halifax Citadel -Sable Island Liberal Association’s Award of 
Recognition and Tribute. This award was presented to the 
Goldblooms to honour ‘those whose lives demonstrate an 
extraordinary commitment to improving the lives of others and to 
serving their community’.

Shimon Walt who was named Artist-in– residence for the St. 
Cecilia Concert Series. 

Ken Offman on the great job opportunity given to his daughter
Stacey.  A New York-based production company Jigsaw Pro-
ductions has added  Stacey Offman as VP of Development & 
Production.  TV and film veteran Offman  will manage Jigsaw's 
production business and develop new documentary and  feature 
projects. Offman has produced both documentaries and non-fiction  
series across networks IFC, Comedy Central, F/X, History 
Television, OLN,  Alliance Atlantis and the CBC. 

CONDOLENCES  
Our sincere condolences to the following members who lost 
loved ones over the past year. 

The family of Mrs. Ruth Shane. 

Catherine Nathanson (wife of Peter Nathanson) on the passing of 
her mother 

Marty Zelenietz and family on the passing of Marty’s father, Jacob 
Zelenietz, in Chicago. 

Dr. Greg Hirsch and his family on the death of his mother, Teresa 
Hirsch, who died on April 19 in Longport, New Jersey. 
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Beverly Hymes on the passing of her Father in Ottawa. 

Marty Wexler and family on the passing of his aunt Lil who 
passed away Sunday July 22 in Montreal. 

Jamie Blustein on the recent passing of his aunt Lil. Lil passed 
away July 22nd in Montreal. 

Ari Isenberg on the passing of his grandfather Jack (Yankel) 
Grzeda.

CHEVRA KADISHA 

WOMEN’S DIVISION 
Chair
Beverly Parsons 
Rita Pink - Assistant 

Performing the Recht  At the Shiva Home
Jana Wieder      Molly Rechnitzer   
Sondra Rutman    Nancy Cieplinski   
Stacey Schwartz   Yona Korn      
Elizabeth Pink    Lea McKnight   
Nancy Bloom    Joanna Wexler 

MEN’S DIVISION 
Chair
Jon Goldberg 

Marty Zelenitz    Mitchell Zusman 
Mark David    Seth Bloom 

We welcome anyone who would be interested in joining the 
Chevra Kadisha.  Both men and women are needed.
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CALLING COMMITTEE 
Funeral Notification Policy 

It has always been the Shaar Shalom’s policy to communicate 
funeral information to our community in the quickest manner due 
to the short period of time between death and burial.  In the past 
the phone has been the most efficient way to achieve this goal.

Now that the Shaar and a majority of its members have fully 
adopted digital technology, the board has deemed it more efficient 
to pass funeral information on by way of email. 

By simply checking your email every morning, you will be certain 
not to miss notification of a funeral at the Shaar or the Beth Israel.

For those of you who are not on our e-mail list, our dedicated 
calling committee volunteers will call you by telephone to inform 
you of the passing of any Shaar member. 

Please remember to check your email! 
A very big thank-you to the wonderful team that have been making 
phone calls on behalf of the Shaar Shalom:   

Debbie Whitzman, Rona Schwartz, Celia Fried, Ruth Garson, 
Margaret Green, Helena Jockel, Nancy Cieplinski, Dawn Frail, 
Edith Schneiderman, Jo-Anne Nozick, Jane Alexander, Molly 
Rechnitzer, Sharon Waxman and Cynthia Guzner.   

Thanks to our new policy some of you will finally be able to retire 
after so many years of service. 

GIFT SHOP
The Shaar Shalom Gift Shop continues to try to meet the needs 
and requests of our congregation. We have contacts with many 
suppliers and co-operate with the Beth Israel gift shop for bulk 
buying.  In an effort to keep down prices, I have also been able to 
take advantage of post-holiday sales on our travels. This has 
resulted in a large supply of both holiday items as well as other 
Judaica. We are well-stocked with candles, both Shabbat and 
yahrzeit.  As always, if you want something not in stock, a phone 
call to me is all that is needed to have me try to source your item. 
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TREE OF LIFE 
The Trees of Life mounted on the outer walls of the Sanctuary and 
of the Chapel help us maintain a connection to our past as we 
honour present and former congregants. 

A Foundation Stone remains at $1800 and a Leaf  is still $180. 
This is a lovely way to commemorate any occasion. I will be 
pleased to process your orders. Molly Rechnitzer   443-4770
mollyr@eastlink.ca 

Leaves planted since last NY Bulletin 

IN CELEBRATION OF 
65TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

OCTOBER 20, 2011 
MARIANNE & LAWRENCE 

FERGUSON
FROM YOUR FRIENDS 

                     ~ ~ ~ ~ 
In celebration of 

The birth of 
Our granddaughter 

ORLI LAURA 
June 3, 2012 

Joan & Ronald Pink 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

In celebration of 
The birth of 

Our grandson 
ELI CHARLES 

November 7, 2010 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

In Celebration of 
RANDY FERGUSON 
On his 65th Birthday 

August 13, 2012 
From

His Loving Family 

IN MEMORY OF
DR. AUBREY SHANE 

1921 - 2010
FROM

HIS LOVING FAMILY 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

In Celebration of 
SHIFRA & ALEX 

RICHMAN’S 
60th Wedding Anniversary 

August 2012 
With Best Wishes 

From Your Friends 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

In celebration of 
The birth of 

Our grandson 
ISAAC WOLF PINK 

February 22, 2012 
With Love 

Rita and Joel Pink 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

To Constance Glube 
With much love and affection 
Ronald & Joan Pink & Family 
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Foundation Stone, August 2012,
Simon L. Gaum Bereavement Committee 

The Simon L. Gaum Bereavement Committee 
Gratefully acknowledges the thoughtfulness and 

Generosity of the Gaum family and friends 
In establishing this Committee 

To help others 

B’RUCHIM HABAYIM 
A warm, hearty welcome to the new members who have joined the 
Shaar since those listed in the New Year's Bulletin: Heather 
Astroff & David Anderson, Bill Chernin, Ramm & Caroline 
Hering, Denise Morency, Ben Schelew, and Bruce Sillburt.  

         Canadian	Foundation	for			 	
Masorti	Judaism		

&	
MERCAZ‐Canada	

Wish	the	Shaar	Shalom	community,	along	with	your	families	and	
friends,	a	happy,	healthy,	and	peaceful	new	year	filled	with	
renewed	determination	in	our	continuing	support	for	Israel.		
May	the	year	5773	bring	peace	and	security	to	Israel	and	the	

Jewish	community	around	the	world.	

K’tiva	v’chatima	tova.	
Shana	tova.	

	
Ron	Hoffman,	President	 																															Marion	Mayman,	President		
Canadian	Foundation	for																																MERCAZ‐Canada	
Masorti	Judaism	

Rabbi	Jennifer	Gorman,	Executive	Director	
David	Schild,	administrative	Assistant	

www.masorti.ca		 	 www.mercaz.ca
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SHAAR SHALOM CONGREGATION 

FOUNDERS PLAQUE 
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List of Founders on Plaque 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Abbit 
Mr. & Mrs. Morris H. Aronoff 
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Argand 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Arron 
Mr. Jack Baig 
Mr. Samuel Bersudsky 
Dr. & Mrs. Mendel Burnstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Cappell 
Dr. & Mrs. Sidney Chernin 
Mr. & Mrs. John Cordon 
Mr. Joseph Cordon 
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Cummings 
Mr. & Mrs. David Devlin 
Mr. & Mrs. Otto Echt 
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold S. Feder 
Mr. Henry Ferguson 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Ferguson 
Mr. Samuel W. Ferguson 
Mr. & Mrs. Elliot Fineberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Fineberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Fishman 
Mr. & Mrs. Max Fishman 
Mr. & Mrs. Maxwell Forman 
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Forman 
Mrs. Faye Frank 
Mr. & Mrs. Saul Fried 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Gaffen 
Mr. & Mrs David Glass 
Mr. John Glick 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Gleeckman 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Glube 
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Glube 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Glube 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Glube 
Mr. Earle Goldberg 
Dr. Howard Goldberg 
Dr. & Mrs. Leonard Goldberg 

Mr. & Mrs. Morris Goldberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Goldman 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Goodman 
Mr. Samuel B. Goodman 
Mr. & Mrs. Solomon Goodman 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Gould 
Dr. & Mrs. Leo Green 
Mr. Morris Green 
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Green 
Dr. & Mrs. Saul Green 
Drs.James & Anne Hammerling 
Mrs. Jennie Harris 
Mr. & Mrs. Noa Heinish 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Herschorn 
Mrs. Seema Herschorn 
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Jacobson 
Mr. & Mrs. David N. Jacobson 
Mr. & Mrs. Hyman I. Jacobson 
Mrs. Hanna Kanigsberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kanigsburg 
Mr. & Mrs. Samual Koch 
Mr. M. Kay Kominsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Kominsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Levine 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Levine 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Levine 
Mrs, Ruth Marcus 
Mr. Edgar Miller 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Morris 
Mr. & Mrs. David Myer 
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Nathanson 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Newman 
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel H. Newman 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Novack 
Mrs. Rebecca Novack 
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Nutlay 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Offman 
Mr. & Mrs. Saul Offman 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Offman 
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Founders List Cont…
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Ottman 
Mr. & Mrs. Max Pascal 
Mr. Harry Paton 
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Paton 
Dr. & Mrs. Irving A. Perlin 
Mr. & Mrs. Elkanah Rafuse 
Mr. Jack Rafuse 
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Rockman 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Rozovsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Sodofsky 
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Shane 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Shane 
Mr. & Mrs. David Sherman 
Mr. & Mrs. Julius Silverman 
Mr. & Mrs. David Simon 
Mr. & Mrs. Moses Slone 
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Solomon 
Mr. & Mrs. Julius Solomon 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel H. Solomon 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Stein 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Stein 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Stern 
Mr. & Morris Strug 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Turel 
Mrs. Ida Volinsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry I. Webber 
Mrs. Larry Wineberg 
Mr. Bert Zebberman 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Zebberman 

Surving Founding Members 
who are still active members of 
Shaar Shalom Congregation 

Jack Baig 
Anetta Chernin 
Lawrence & Marianne Ferguson 
Florie Fineberg 
Celia Fried 

Constance Glube 
Dr. Leonard & Miriam Goldberg 
Roselle Green 
Peter Herschorn 
Dr. Irving Perlin 
Julius Solomon 
Ethel Stein 
Morris Strug 

Adult Children and 
Grandchildren of Founders 
who are active members of 
Shaar Shalom Congregation 

Michael Argand and Family 
Janet Chernin 
Randy Ferguson 
Renee Dankner & Family 
Lea McKnight & Family 
Paul Goldberg & Family 
Harry Glube 
Jon Goldberg 
Victor Goldberg & Family 
Victoria Rosenberg & Family 
Nancy Cieplinski & Family 
Martin Herschorn 
Bernie Myer & Family 
Ken Offman 
Millie Meretsky & Family 
Willard Strug & Family 
Joseph Strug & Family 
Alan Stern & Family 
Tova Sherman Lang & Family 
Eric Zusman 
Mitchell Zusman & Family 

If we inadvertently left anyone 
out please accept our apologies.
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PAST 60 YEARS LEADERSHIP 

Rabbi   President 
D. Jacobs  N. Heinish  E. Rosenberg 
I. Freeman  N. Green  A. Stern 
E. Goldsmith  R. Kanigsberg  R. Pink 
I. Freeman  J. Glube  B. Paton 
M. Wallach  P. Herschorn  G. Dankner 
A. Lupkin  H. Offman  L. Newman 
L. Heim  F. Zebberman  M. Zelenietz 
M. Kurtz  W. Yaphe  D. Sherman 
G. Friedlin  J. Rafuse  C. Tax 
J. Chinitz  J. Solomon  M. Schwartz 
L. Hoffman  F. Zebberman  P. Belitsky 
E. Milder  M. Forman  P. Warman 
M. Goldberg  H. Paton  B. Zahra 
A. Isenberg  N. Newman    M. Schwartz & P. Belitsky 

2010-2011 Executive committee on a rotation basis, consisting of 
Lysa April, Donna Assh, Rosalie Fine, Mark Rosen, and Mitchell 
Zusman. 

2011-1012 Joint Presidency of Rosalie Fine, Mark Rosen and 
Mitchell Zusman 

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS ON PAST LEADERSHIP 

From the very beginning of Shaar Shalom, nearly 60 years ago, 
leadership has been great.  There was a lot of enthusiasm in the 
congregation and the board, together with various Rabbis, ran the 
synagogue very well.  We had excellent Presidents and although in 
the last couple of years it has been difficult to find a president, 
several members of the board have been doing the job together 
very successfully. 
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In earlier years we had the Women’s League which took a lot of 
pressure off the Board of Trustees by doing all of the fund raising, 
social functions and the weekly Oneg Shabbat and Saturday 
morning kiddushes.  I think they were of great help and 
instrumental in making the synagogue a success. 

 Dr. Irving Perlin was taking the place of a Rabbi during the times 
we were without spiritual leadership and even acted as Cantor 
when we did have a Rabbi.  He was a busy doctor, yet he seldom 
missed a service.  He also delivered most of the babies born to our 
members.  Many of those children are now middle aged.  Many 
other congregants also were very much involved with the running 
of the services.  I will not mention them for fear of leaving 
someone out. 

As I was very much involved myself in many aspects of 
synagogue life, especially the Chevra Kadisha, I want to say that 
all the leaders of the synagogue treated me with the utmost respect 
and valued my opinions and suggestions. 

 A new generation must take over as time goes by and I feel that 
things are running smoothly under the present board, as they have 
for all these many years. 

Respectfully submitted by Marianne Ferguson 

60 YEARS OF LEADERSHIP

Of course I have known all the Rabbis and Presidents over the last 
sixty years.

The Shaar was formed by a group of families—their names appear 
on a bronze plaque in the synagogue—that broke away from the 
Baron D’Hirsch in the early fifties.  I believe the break was as 
much for sociological reasons as for differences in views on 
religious practice.  A major issue at the time was the hierarchy that 
existed in the predecessor synagogue, particularly maintaining the 
leadership in a stagnant manner.  Among the religious issues under 
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contention were allowing Alliyot to be auctioned off; not 
acknowledging the changes necessary to satisfy many younger 
families, e.g., particularly the women sitting upstairs and men 
down; and certain prayer practices including Duchaning.

There were immediate differences between the newly created 
Shaar and the Baron D’Hirsch. There were frequently prayers in 
English. Microphones were used. The congregation chanted 
together in an orderly fashion. Girls were trained for Bat Mitzvah 
and called to the Torah for their maftirs.  Young boys were called 
upon to lead sections of the service. The early Shaar was almost 
unrecognizable from the Shaar of today.  It certainly was not 
egalitarian in those early years. That came later.  

The Rabbis listed have led us from the ethos of the Conservative 
Movement of the 1950’s, Rabbi Jacobs our founding Rabbi, to one 
Rabbi urging upon us  much more right wing views under which 
the Congregation bridled.  Some Rabbis were successful and some 
caused significant controversy. Throughout its history the 
Congregation chose the more liberal views.  After a long struggle 
led by Simon Gaum to make it so, the Shaar became a fully 
egalitarian congregation in 1953.

The long list of synagogue presidents have all done yeoman 
service responding to the continuous queries, questions and 
difficult issues that have developed over the past sixty years.  (It is 
unfortunate that our membership in recent years has been unable to 
find an individual willing to take on the presidency, although we 
are grateful that co-leadership has been found.)

Few would recognize our congregation today compared to sixty 
years ago. In a real way we have gone from strength to strength, 
both with the religious thrust of our congregation and our financial 
strength, all now under the wonderfully capable leadership of Ari 
Isenberg.

Respectfully Submitted By: Lloyd Newman
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REFLECTIONS OF THE PAST  
Corner Stone Laid

On October 31, 1955 a Corner Stone was laid by the Shaar Shalom 
President, Mr. Noa Heinish after Mr. Max Pascal had filled the 
time-capsule.  Inside  the time-capsule was a brochure printed just 
after the getting of the land, the first bulletin announcing services 
in the synagogue, the names of the 43 children in the first Hebrew 
class held, the addresses being given on that day, two coins of 
1955 and a bag of Holy Earth from Mount Sinai brought over for 
that purpose. 

"It is a day that the Lord Hath made." Rabbi David Jacobs on 
the opening of Shaar Shalom Synagogue. 

“SHAAR SHALOM CONGREGATION TO HOLD HIGH 
HOLIDAY SERVICES

IN BEAUTIFUL NEW SYNAGOGUE.”

1955 ~ 5716

“If you will it, it is not a dream.”  This pithy aphorism applied to 
Shaar Shalom means the realization not only of a dream cherished 
by a handful of members Sixty years ago, but the culmination of 
something for which these same members have sacrificed, striven 
and worked against great odds to achieve.  As they stood on the 
threshold of a New Year, it was with pride coupled with humility 
that they gave thanks to the Almighty that they had been able to 
erect a House of Worship to keep alive their Judaism and to be a 
force for good in this Jewish Community. 

Members of Shaar Shalom recall the difficulties they experienced 
in obtaining the land, the sceptics who had to be convinced that 
such a building was needed; even their own members at times felt 
that the sights they had set for themselves were far greater than 
they could hope to attain – and yet – little by little – month by 
month they have seen their little congregation grow in size and
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strength; enthusiasm grow by leaps and bounds; until this day they 
can truly say “Shehecheyonu vkiymonu vhigiyonu lazman hazeh!” 

Shaar Shalom is an egalitarian congregation where both women 
and men participate fully in the spiritual, ritual and social life of 
the community.  To enhance communal connection and support, 
the congregation offers a variety of activities and organizations: 
religious services on Friday nights, Saturday mornings and 
holidays, Jewish education and religious training for young and 
old alike, which includes a religious school for preschoolers to 
grade 7, a Chevra Kadisha (Burial Society) and cemetery, a library 
for community use, kosher kitchens, function rooms, and a Tree of 
Life.  Close ties to the Atlantic Jewish Council offer access to 
additional Jewish communal programmes. 

Shaar Shalom serves as the focus for important Jewish communal 
and family life cycle events: weddings, funerals, Bar and Bat 
Mitzvahs, Baby Namings, Circumcisions, Conversions.  Religious 
counselling to congregants can be arranged. 
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TEN YEARS OF FIRSTS 

1953
Shaar Shalom Congregation created. 

Birth of Women’s League. 

Mrs. Dave Devlin (Wineberg) became 1st president of Women’s 
League

Rabbi David Jacobs became our spiritual leader. 

First High Holy Days services took place at Dalhousie University. 

First Talmud Torah classes were conducted by Mrs. Zipporah 
Jacobs, held in recreation room of Mr. & Mrs. L. Stern - 26 
students.

Articles of Association (By-Laws) drawn up. 

First Hannukah Sale & Tea at home of Mr. & Mrs. Noa Heinish. 

1954
Shaar Shalom “Varieties” sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. J. Silverman 
presented at Queen Elizabeth High School.

Purim Ball sponsored by Men’s Club. 

First Bat Mitzvah – Natalie Jacobson – daughter of Mr. & Mrs. 
David Jacobson. 

Men’s Club yachting cruise. 

Sod breaking ceremony.  Mr. Noa Heinish turned first sod.  
Participating were Lt. Gov. Alistair Fraser, Premier Henry Hicks 
and Mayor R. A. Donahoe. 

First Bar Mitzvah in congregation Allan Jay, son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Julius Silverman. 

1955
Dedication Services – laying of cornerstone by Mr. Noa Heinish. 
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Mayor Leonard Kitz present in official robes. Dr. Max Artz, vice 
chancellor of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America and 
Rabbi and Mrs. S. Kessler came to Halifax to be with us on this 
special day.  Three beautiful Mezuzahs, hand- wrought in Israel, 
affixed to the building in honour of Dr. I. Perlin and Mr. J. 
Nathanson.  All members of Jewish community were invited. 

Dedication Dance. 

First services conducted in Shaar Shalom Synagogue. Choir in 
attendance under direction of Mrs. Arnold Feder. 

Library instituted. 

First Tea and Sale held in synagogue auditorium. 

First Hannukah dance sponsored by Men’s Club. 

1956
First Birthday Dinner in honour of 3rd Birthday of Shaar Shalom. 

First Marriage solemnized - Miss Iris Esther Cappell and Lloyd 
Merrill Newman.  

First Men’s Club Breakfast. 25 men in attendance. 

Junior Choir organized under the direction of Florie Fineberg. 

First New Year’s Dance sponsored by Men’s Club. 

1958
First Mother’s Day Luncheon. 

First Auction. 

First New Year’s Bulletin. Mrs. D. Glass, Editor-in-chief. 

1962
First confirmations held at Shaar Shalom: Nancy Herschorn and 
Harriette Pascal. 

First Hebrew School High School classes held.
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Jewish music on CHNS-FM radio initiated. 

1963
15th Annual Conference – Eastern Canadian Branch of National 
Women’s League, at Shaar Shalom 

Mordecai M. Kaplan renowned Rabbi, philosopher and author and 
Mrs. Kaplan visited our congregation for an inspiring weekend. 

1964
First Congregational Passover Seder observed in synagogue. 

EARLY REMINISCENCES OF SHAAR SHALOM 
By Reba Glass and Gertrude Shane 
Printed in NY Bulletin 5738 – 1977-78 

We greet our friends of Shaar Shalom 
All those we hold so dear. 
For Shaar Shalom is twenty-five 
And we’ll celebrate this year. 
For those of you who joined us late 
We’d like the chance to tell 
Of some of Shaar’s great moments 
And of those who wished her well. 

You’ve all heard of Noa Heinish 
And how he steered us through 
The times of struggle and of doubt 
And gave us courage too. 
Dalhousie lent its loyal support 
To meet gave us a place 
The school Charles Tupper and the Sterns 
So gladly lent us space. 
First Rabbi Jacobs led us well 
Helped by his wife Zipporah 
Oh how she worked and how she planned 
To start a Talmud Torah. 
All the men and all the women
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Rallied round to help the cause. 
Who’ll forget our melodramas? 
Leonard Goldberg as the hero 
Elliott Jacobs bold and bad. 
Sylivia Herschorn, oh so lovely 
Connie Glube, oh so sad! 
Who’ll forget our skits and dramas? 
Birthdays, dances, Purim, Seders? 
Lively, gay and full of meaning. 
Julius Silverman and stars? 
Roselle Green with all her talent 
Barbara Goldberg and the Newmans,  
Lloyd and Iris, sparkling, witty 
What a glorious time we had. 
Funds weren’t always our concern. 
Carol Feder, Florie Fineberg 
Made sweet music with their choirs. 
Jacob Nathanson, our rerader 
Dr. Perlin, our leader 
Dennis Perlin with his shofar 
Michale Halzel with his learning 
Filled the Holy days with reverence. 
Gave us pleasure in our worship. 

We have had a glorious past 
All the years that went so fast 
So many dear ones now departed 
So many friends who have come and gone. 
What Matter if perhaps we’ve differed 
We have set a forward goal 
Pledge ourselves anew to Shaar 
And make it shine forth ever bright 
To be a source of faith and light. 
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CORRESPONDENCE WITH A FAMOUS JEW  
By The Five Woolfs 

Last year at the Parents Meeting it was decided that each parent 
should volunteer to convene one of the Festivals.  Our parents 
volunteered for Chanukah and then told us to do something about 
it.  Typical parents!! 

We decided to write to Mordecai Richler.  This is the letter we 
wrote:

Dear Mr. Richler: 

This is not a begging letter (at least it is not begging for money) so 
we hope you will read it. 

We are five brothers and this year we have been “chosen” to 
convene Chanukah for our Shul (Shaar Shalom).  We tried 
mentioning that Matathias had eight sons but everyone said five 
was close enough. 

In the past we have been human menorahs (wearing Miner’s 
lamps), human dreidles (clad in cardboard boxes); we have 
galloped around, like hippopotami in orthopaedic shoes, doing 
Israeli dances and we have sung Israeli songs (no-one remembered 
the words) and if we have to do any of it one more time we will go 
mad. 

Please, would you write something – a short play, narrative poem, 
ANYTHING – it doesn’t have to be long, for our Shul. 

If you do this you will become the Theodor Herzl of Halifax, the 
Chaim Weitzman of the Maritimes – you will even rival Noa 
Heinish in fame and popularity. 

Shalom, 
Mark, Saul, Jason, Gordon & Julian Woolf. 
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This is the reply we received. It was addressed to The Five 
Woolfs.

Dear Woolfs – or should I say Human Menorahs: 

I thank you for your charming letter and a chance to break into the 
big time in the legendary Shaar Shalom Shul. 

Alas, I am hard at work on a novel at the moment with an even 
larger congregation in mind so I must say no.  Your letter did 
make my day, however, one question – who is Noa Heinish? 

Shalom to you, 
Mordechai  (signed) 

Editor’s note: Unable to ascertain the year of correspondence.  

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS By: Victoria Rosenberg 

The Shaar Shalom Synagogue was an ever-present topic in my 
childhood. True enough, it was where I had my Bat-mitzvah (when 
my cousin who thought girls had no place on the bimah, let alone 
leading prayers, told me grudgingly that I had made only 3 
mistakes). Where I was married. Where my children graduated 
from Hebrew School. But none of these occasions, huge in my life 
though they were, are what I'm referring to. What made the Shaar 
ever-present in my girlhood was my mother's belief in the ideas 
that had inspired its founding. Dr. Irving Perlin used to tell the 
story of how the fervor for building a new synagogue was 
beginning to falter, until my mother -shy of public speaking- gave 
an impassioned speech. Presumably, then, the creation of the Shaar 
was wholly her fault! I can imagine what she said at that meeting, 
for, at home, I heard her speak so often about the necessity for the 
existence of the Shaar Shalom Synagogue. Necessary for two 
reasons: to serve women and to welcome converts. A place where 
women would no longer be invisible whisperers but would be 
active participants in services. Where converts, women and men, 
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would belong, accepted and respected. As a girl I was proud to 
belong to a synagogue where I could participate every bit as much 
as a boy. As an adult, I believe in its precepts, perhaps not as 
vocally as did my mother, but certainly as fully. 

Unfinished Business 
The Shaar at 60 
By Marty Zelenietz 

“We have already plowed and planted, but we haven’t yet 
harvested.”  This refrain from the Hebrew folk song “Artza 
Alienu” reflects a powerful recurrent theme in Jewish life:  
continuing with the task at hand.  As the Shaar turns 60, we can 
look back with pride on what we’ve accomplished, but we also 
must look ahead at what we still need to do. 

We have created a Conservative egalitarian synagogue that serves 
the needs of our diverse community.  But we can’t rest on our 
laurels.  Our community and our needs change.  “Egalitarian” has 
taken on a wider meaning in the 21st Century, and we need to 
provide for the needs of a community that our founders could 
scarcely have imagined.  With Cantor Isenberg poised to enter the 
rabbinate, we are in secure spiritual hands.  But he can’t do 
everything by himself: we can’t sit back and say “Let Ari do it”.
We need to provide for our own ritual capabilities: people to lead 
services, read Torah, deliver a D’var Torah, prepare and bury our 
dead, comfort the grieving.  In the past, we have been blessed with 
individuals who could do these things for us.  But their ranks grow 
thin.  If we are to thrive as a Conservative congregation, we need 
more people to step forward to take on the regular ritual and 
religious tasks.  Some jobs are difficult, some are easy.  Any 
participation brings both individual and communal benefits: a 
personal sense of satisfaction in having done something to 
contribute to the community, and a community with an ever-
increasing pool of members with skills.  As it is said, “many hands 
make for light work”.  Volunteer for something, help out, 
participate- and you make the Shaar stronger.



42

We provide a fine joint Talmud Torah to educate our children, for 
those who are committed to giving their children a Jewish 
education.  But a true Jewish education is not something that is 
“complete” upon Bar or Bat Mitzvah or graduation from Hebrew 
School.  Jewish learning is a life-long undertaking.  We must 
continually engage our children with Judaism: bring them to shul 
for Friday night, Shabbat, the holidays; show them how to live a 
Jewish life (or how to live life as a Jew); take them to experience 
the land and people of Israel.  Teach by example, lead by 
commitment.  But doing this isn’t easy- we ourselves need the 
necessary tools and skills.  Our congregation must emphasize and 
organize ongoing adult education and participation.  When we 
learn, we can share with our children, and the entire community 
prospers and endures.  Adult education should be a synagogue-
wide priority as we look to the future. 

Rabbi Tarfon taught in the Pirkei Avot, “You don’t have to finish 
the work, but neither are you free to neglect it.”  Let us heed his 
words:  as we celebrate our 60th anniversary, let us start working 
on reaching our 120th

FIFTY YEARS PLUS by Roselle Green 

As we mark the beginning of a new year and the 60th anniversary 
of Shaar Shalom Synagogue, it is only fitting that we pay tribute to 
those who have, because of their invaluable contribution, made it 
possible for us to continue to function as a congregation. 

One person stands out among us. He is Dr. Irving Perlin. "Irv" as 
he is affectionately called by his friends, has made a 'one-of-a-
kind' contribution to the life of this congregation, in many 
instances making family and professional sacrifices. A skilled 
professional in all his undertakings whether as a medical 
practitioner or as a learned man in all things Jewish.  

He never wavered in his devotion to the congregation, appearing 
each and every week to lead Sabbath services in addition to 
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conducting services on the high holidays and festivals.  Irv was 
always there. He led by example. His presence on the pulpit was 
always one of respect. But he went beyond what was expected. If 
called upon he would officiate at circumcisions, be present for 
conversions, offer wise counsel on religious matters and above all 
if need be, mentoring the young and not-so-young. 

First and foremost, Shaar Shalom is a house of worship, dedicated 
to serving a community of families and individuals who come 
together to worship and mark all the facets of the Jewish life cycle. 
We are enjoying these thanks to Irving Perlin's more than 50 years 
of commitment to Shaar Shalom. His humility, modesty, 
dedication and loyalty are hallmarks that we should all aspire to. 
His legacy cannot be matched. 

Dr. Irving Perlin, The Shaar's only Honourary Life Member, in his 
Toronto apartment enjoying an August 2012 Shaar update and 
visit from Lysa April. Dr. Perlin, a Sydney native and Dal medical 
graduate, was for decades considered Halifax's "dean" of 
obstetrics and gynaecology. He and his wife Freda (Garson) were 
founding members of Shaar Shalom and played a pivotal role in 
the early years of the Congregation. 
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Reflections on Shaar Shalom By Mark David 

Shaar Shalom is in its 60th year. I am in my 53rd year. With such a 
small difference in our respective “ages”, and having spent so 
much time in my 52 plus years in, at, or near Shaar Shalom, I have 
many reflections and memories of Shaar Shalom, and it is a 
privilege to have been asked to share them with you. 

Many of the memories are happy. Attending Hebrew School 3 
times a week – trudging with my friends on weekday afternoons 
from Sir Charles Tupper School and Cornwallis Junior High to 
classes from 4-6PM (and, at recess, sneaking up to KFC to share a 
plate of fries that cost a quarter).  Attending Junior Congregation 
every Shabbat (and there was heck to pay if you didn’t) and 
getting a colorful stamp for the parsha of the week for my 
attendance record.  Shabbat dinners and Passover Seders.  Going 
to shule with my parents and sister - listening to my mother chant 
haftorot and watching my father act as a Gabbai.  Participating in 
Hebrew School plays for Purim and Hanukah. My Bar Mitzvah. 
My sister’s Bat Mitzvah. The Bar Mitzvah of our son Joshua and 
the Bat Mitzvahs of our daughters Jennie and Rebecca. Watching 
Sue participate in a synagogue musical and in the Choir, where in 
later years she was joined by Joshua. Helping lead services, and 
acting as a Gabbai myself.  Getting the bimah ready for the Yomim
Noraim.  Shooting the breeze at the back door with the caretakers, 
and sneaking into the kitchen to get an extra helping (or two). 
Calling out the notes to Joshua as he performed the role of Baal 
Tekiah on Rosh Hashanah and after Yom Kippur. Generally being 
in the company of so many wonderful friends and families who 
dedicated so much of themselves to the Shaar.  

There are also memories that are not as happy, and it is only 
proper to note them as well. Some of these memories are obvious; 
the funerals of not only my parents, but of so many of those same 
dedicated people I mentioned above. Some may be less obvious; 
times when there was discord in the Congregation, when there 
were not enough people to help share the load of running services,
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difficulties getting a minyan on a Shabbat or on Festivals, and the 
diminishing crowds on Yom Tov. 

I conclude with a particularly personal reflection. I have followed 
in the footsteps of my father, and have been a member of the 
Chevra Kaddisha for over a dozen years. None of the members of 
the Chevra seek recognition for doing its essential task, since that 
is a tremendous mitzvah and one does not seek honor or 
recognition as a result. Rather, the pride comes from serving in 
difficult situations with people who constitute a true chevra, and 
knowing that the work we do brings comfort to the bereaved and 
helps perpetuate our Jewish identity. 

I wish the Shaar a very happy 60th anniversary, and that it should 
be healthy and thrive well beyond the proverbial “120 years”. 

HENRY OFFMAN by Ken Offman 
My father was a builder in every sense of the word and best 
described as having "golden hands". Henry, alongside his eldest 
brother Saul and others, served as founders of Nova Scotia 
institutions such as the Shaar Shalom Synagogue, Camp Kadimah 
and the first unrestricted golf & country club in the Maritimes, 
Oakfield located in Enfield, N.S. 

While waiting for the Shaar Shalom Synagogue to be built we used 
temporary facilities that were made available. Before the 
Synagogue was built my father built a wonderful ark in his garage, 
on Jubilee Road.  Many congregants stopped by to watch the 
progress of this project.  On this particular High Holidays we 
occupied a section of the Arts & Administration at Dalhousie 
University.  The new Ark was transported to this location. It later 
became the permanent Ark in our chapel. 

The Shaar Shalom Gift Book, situated in the lobby was made by 
Dad and the script was so perfectly done by Jacob Nathanson, the 
grandfather of Mitchell Zusman.  The display cases that constitute 
the gift shop were also made by Dad.  

My father served as President of Shaar Shalom from 1962-1964.
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Memories of the 1960s and 70s at the Shaar 

While my parents had some doubts about joining a synagogue, 
they were reassured by the Davids that their daughter would walk 
me from Tupper up the street to Hebrew school.  (Meanwhile I 
thought Ann was just being nice to me.)  I remember attending 
Hebrew school at the Shaar under the tutelage of Mr. and Mrs. 
Engel, Mr. and Mrs. Halzel, Rabbi Heim, Rabbi Lupkin, Mrs. 
Korn, and many others.  I learned a lot of Hebrew language, along 
with Jewish holidays, customs and ethics. 

Respectfully submitted by Jonathan Falk 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER

LECTURE
Inaugural lecture of the Shaar Shalom Lecture Series at Dalhousie 
University.  This lecture series is part of the community outreach 
components the Riva and Simon Spatz Chair in Jewish Studies. It 
is free of charge and open to all.

The Law of God and the Law of Nature 
Dr. Carlos Fraenkel, professor of philosophy and Jewish studies, 
McGill University 
Thursday, September 20,  7p.m. 
Scotiabank Auditorium 
Marion McCain Arts & Social Sciences Building, 6135 University 
Avenue

Dr Fraenkel will challenge whether the teachings of the Bible 
are in conflict or agreement with today’s concerns and 
assumptions about our environment and its ecology.
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OCTOBER

BREAKFAST CLUB
October 21st (Sunday morning breakfast club with Rabbi 
Isenberg). 

NOVEMBER 

SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE 
November 9-11, 2012 
Scholar in Residence Weekend 
Guest Scholar: Alexandra Benjamin, Director of Overseas 
programming for Melitz, Centers for Jewish Zionist Education.
FULL DETAILS TBA AT A LATER DATE 

The Marcie-Ann Gilsig Series in Jewish Arts and 
Culture
Thursday, November 15,  7:30p.m.
Potter Auditorium, Kenneth C. Rowe Building, Dalhousie 
University 6100 University Avenue 

Dalhousie’s Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences, in conjunction with 
the Department of Music, is excited to announce the Marcie-Ann 
Gilsig Series in Jewish Arts & Culture. This annual program 
honors Simon and Riva Spatz, and will be an integral component 
of the Spatz Chair in Jewish Studies established in their name. The 
series, innovative and interdisciplinary, will explore the many 
aspects of our Jewish cultural tradition. Each lecture will include a 
creative-performance based component to complement the 
academic material being presented. 

The inaugural lecture will feature speaker Marsha Bryan 
Edelman, Professor Emerita Music and Education at Gratz 
College, and Adjunct Professor of Music at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary. Her address is entitled:  

“Chance or Chants: What is Jewish Music?”
A cantor chants a liturgical melody, a mother sings a lullabye, and 
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the Klezmer band plays a folk tune. How can all of these represent 
Jewish music? What is Jewish music anyway and where does it 
come from?

The evening will include appearances by Rabbi Ari Isenberg of the 
Shaar Shalom Synagogue, as well as Halifax-based groups 
Gypsophilia and Rhapsody Quintet. It is certain to be a fun-filled, 
cultural and educational  event.  

DECEMBER 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
December 2nd (Sunday morning breakfast club with Rabbi 
Isenberg). 

WINTER

SAUL GREEN MEMORIAL LECTURE 
The Saul Green Memorial Lecture at King’s College, supported 
by Roselle Green and her family and organized by Shaar Shalom 
and King’s College.

This lecture will take place during the winter of 2012-2013. The 
speaker and topic are being finalized, and details will be distri-
buted as soon as available. 

SPRING 

ANNIVERSARY DINNER 
Join us to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of Shaar Shalom 
Congregation.  We will have full details when the time gets closer. 

We ask anyone who can volunteer for the Breakfast Clubs and 
Dinner to please contact the office and leave your name and 
phone number.
444-4868 Office Phone 
shaarshalom@eastlink.ca e-mail. 
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MENU FOR HIGH HOLIDAYS – 2012 

APPETIZER 

 Pickled Salmon 
2 ½ lbs. skinless and boneless salmon, cut up  

Boil in salted water for 5 minutes.  Take out and put into a large 
jar or other container with a cover. 

Boil: 
1 cup vinegar    ½ bottle ketchup 
1 cup water    1 Spanish onion 
½ cup sugar    1 Tbsp. pickling spices in a 
     cheesecloth bag 

Boil 5 minutes and pour over salmon.  Cover and leave at least 1 
week before using. 

Cherry Soup 
2 bottles pitted sour cherries   4 tsp. corn starch 
4 cups water    Sugar to taste 
1 tsp. cinnamon   ¾ cup red wine 
Slice of lemon 

Whip cherries in food processor.  Put in pot and add water, 
cinnamon and lemon  Simmer for 5 minutes.   Remove lemon.  
Add cornstarch mixed with 2 TBsp of water Stir and cook until 
clear  Add wine and add sugar to your taste.  Serve cold or at room 
temperature.
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SALAD

Madarin/Almond Salad 

Dressing:
½ cup olive oil   4 TBsp. sugar 
6 TBsp. cider vinegar   2 TBsp. chopped parsley 
Salt and pepper to taste 

Salad:
1 head romaine lettuce, cut up 2 stalks celery chopped 
½ small red onion, chopped  1 can mandarin oranges 
½ cup slivered almonds  ¼ cup sugar. 

Put sugar and almonds in frying pan and stir over low heat until 
sugar melts and coats nuts.  Take off heat. 

Mix up the dressing, pour over salad.  Break the nut/sugar mixture 
into small pieces and sprinkle over salad.  Toss well. 

MAIN COURSE

Classic Sauerbraten 
2 ¼ cups water   1 cup vinegar 
1 onion, chopped   1 lemon cut into 8 wedges 
2 bay leaves    1 ½ tsp. salt 
½ tsp. peppercorns   ½ tsp. whole cloves 
1 brisket or other roast, about 4 – 6 lbs. 
¼ cup vegetable oil   ¼ cup flour 
1 c. broth    1/3 cup brown sugar 
1/3 cup gingersnap cookie crumbs 

Combine 1st 8 ingredients in large saucepan and bring to boil.
Cool.  Place beef into large bowl and pour marinade over.  Cover 
and chill for 2 days. 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Place beef in roasting pan but 
reserve marinade.  Roast beef until tender.  Transfer to carving 
board.  Pour any accumulated juices into marinade.  Strain. 
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Mix ¼ cup oil and flour in heavy, large skillet.  Stir over medium 
heat until brown.  Gradually mix in 2 cups of the marinade until 
thickened.  Mix in cookie crumbs  and pour into roasting pan.  
Place over medium heat.  Bring to boil, scraping up any browned 
bits.  Season to taste with salt and pepper. 

Slice meat, arrange in large baking dish, pour sauce over meat and 
bake at 400 degrees until hot.  Serve.

Turkey Meat Balls 
2 ½  lbs chopped turkey or mixture of turkey and beef, 
½ grated onion   ½ cup bread crumbs 
½ cup water    2 beaten eggs 
Salt and pepper to taste  1 Tbsp. Dijon mustard. 

Mix all ingredients, form into balls and put in sauce below.  Cook 
slowly for 1 ½ hours. 

Sauce:
1 bottle ketchup   1 cup water 
¼ cup vinegar    ½ cup molasses 
¼ tsp. garlic salt   2 TBsp. Worcestershire 
     sauce 

Bring to boil, add meat balls and simmer for 1 ½ hours

SIDE DISHES

Horseradish Mashed Potatoes 
6 medium potatoes, peeled 
9 TBsp. broth (or more, if needed) 
4 TBsp. parve margarine 
3 TBsp. white prepared horseradish 

Cook potatoes, drain, add margarine and broth and add 
horseradish.    Beat until creamy. 
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As an alternative – Kasha and Bows 

1 package bow tie noodles  ¼ lb. sliced mushrooms 
1 medium onion, sliced  1 cup medium grain kasha 
2 cups boiling water   ¼ tsp. salt 
3 egg whites    2 TBsp. parve margarine 
1 chicken bouillon cube 

In 10 inch skillet melt 1 TBsp margarine.  Cook mushrooms and 
onion in this until tender.  In a small bowl beat egg whites slightly.  
Add kasha and stir until grains are well coated. 

Push veggies to one side of skillet, add remaining margarine and 
cook kasha in this for 2 minutes until grains become separate and 
dry.  Stir constantly.  Stir in boiling water, salt and bouillon cube.
Bring to boil, over high heat.  Reduce to low and simmer for 10 – 
12 minutes until kasha is tender. 

Cook bow ties according to package directions   Drain, add to 
kasha and veggies in skillet. Mix kasha, veggies and pasta and 
serve

Carrot Ring 
5 -6 medium carrots, scraped and cut into 1 inch chunks 
2 eggs     ½ cup oil 
½ cup brown sugar   ¼ cup orange juice 
1 ½  cups flour   2 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. baking soda   1 tsp. cinnamon 

Put carrots into food processor until finely minced.  Add eggs, oil 
and brown sugar.  Process until well mixed.  Add remaining 
ingredients and process on/off turns just until flour disappears. 

Pour into greased 6 cup mold or small Bundt pan.  Bake at 350 
degrees about 40 minutes.  Serve warm.  Fill centre with green 
peas. 
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DESSERT:                      

Poppy Seed Cake With Orange Glaze 
2  cups sugar    1 cup vegetable oil 
3 eggs     1 ½ tsp. vanilla 
3 cups flour    2 TBsp. poppy seeds 
1 ½ tsp. baking soda   ½ tsp.salt 
1 ½ cups orange juice 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Grease a 12  cup pan.  Beat first 4 
ingredients.  Blend dry ingredients and add alternately with juice.
Pour into prepared pan and bake for one hour or until tester comes 
out clean.  Cool in pan. 

Glaze 
1 cup icing sugar   ¼ c. orange juice 
Whisk to blend in a small bowl 

Spoon over cake and serve. Some fresh fruit would be nice to 
serve as well. 

I hope you will enjoy these recipes.  Have a wonderful Yom Tov. 

Marianne Ferguson 

                

A Joyous and Prosperous New Year to All! 
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Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year 
 

Derek & Darah Ross 



Warmest Wishes to 
All for a Happy  

New Year 
 

Judith & Steven Bates 
Aaron & Joshua 



May You Have a 
Happy and Prosperous 

New Year 
 

Sheri, Bernie, Bronia, 
David, Marc, & Sarah 

Myer 




A Happy And Healthy 
New Year To All  

 
Peter, Martin & Joseph 

Herschorn 




Warmest Wishes 
for the New Year 

 
Jane, David, Benjamin, & 

Sharon Alexander 




Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year 
 

Rosalind & Philip Belitsky 
and family 






Best Wishes for a 
Happy New Year 

 
Judith, Victor, Eric, & 

Rachel Goldberg 






Our Best Wishes for a 
Happy & Healthy 

 New Year on This 
Special Anniversary 

 
Miriam & Leonard 

Goldberg 
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Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year 
On this 60th Anniversary of Shaar Shalom 

 
Marianne & Lawrence Ferguson, Randy Ferguson 

Lea McKnight & Family 
Jamie Ferguson & Jennifer Jones and Family 





Warmest Wishes for the New Year 
 

Shirley Chernin 
Bill H. Chernin & Family  

Ken Chernin & Family 
Beth Derible & family 





L’Shana Tova to All 
 

Ethel, Mark & Brendan Rosen 
Lauren (Rosen) & Dan MacDonald 





Best Wishes For A Happy & Healthy  
New Year 

 
Constance Glube 
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L’ Shana Tova 
 

Mary Kanner 
Henry, Jennifer  
& Violet Stern 
Dr. Michael &  

Mrs. Rebecca Stern 
 



 
 Best Wishes For A 
Happy New Year 

 
Harry Glube 

 




Warmest Wishes For 
A Happy & Healthy 

New Year 
 

Helen Offman
 



 
Best Wishes For 

A Happy New Year 
 

Louise, Len, 
Adam & Jasper Sonmor 

 


 

Best Wishes for A 
Happy & Healthy 

New Year 
 

Sharon Waxman 
& Charlie Campbell 

 


 
May You Have A 
Happy New Year 

 
Irma, Jerry, 

Philip & Sarah Barkow 
 



 
Best Wishes For 

A Happy & Healthy 
New Year 

 
Jack Baig 

 


 
A Happy & Healthy  

New Year 
 

Linda Rand & Barrie 
Green and Family 
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L’Shana Tova to All 

 
The Hirsch Family 

 
 




 
Congratulations to the Shaar 

Shalom on its 60th Anniversary 
May You Have a Happy And  

Prosperous New Year 
 
 
 
 

Rosalie Fine, Steven, 
Rebecca & Jacques Wolff 
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  Best Wishes for a 
Happy New Year 

Susan, Joe, Andrea, & 
Stephanie Strug 



A Happy and 
Healthy New Year 

Ken Offman 



Best Wishes 
for the New Year 

 
Sandy & George Kovacs 

and Family 



Wishing you Joy, 
Happiness, and Good 
Health Throughout 
the Coming Year 

Florie Fineberg  
& Family 



Best Wishes for a 
Good & Sweet  

New Year 

Howard Heyman  
& Hal Walsh 



Best Wishes for a 
Happy New Year 

Mark Offman 



Best Wishes for the Year 

5773 
Maxine Cordon 

David & Ki nam Cordon 
Danielle Cordon & Steve, 

Oliver, & Fletcher Lohrentz 
 



Wishing You a Happy 
& Healthy New Year 

Nancy & Menashe 
Cieplinski & Family 
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Every Good Wish for  
The New Year 

 
Celia Fried And Family 

 


Shana Tova Greetings, 
And Our Very Best 

Wishes to All 
 

Yona & David Korn  
And Family 

 


Health, Happiness  
And Peace  

In The New Year 
 

Renee Munro–Warman & 
Phil Warman 

 


L’Shana Tova 
To All 

 
Leslie Dubinsky  

& Josine Boucher  



Warmest Wishes for a 
Happy & Healthy  
New Year To All 

 
Eleanor & Morris Givner 




 
Every Good Wish for 

The New Year 
 

Debbie, Martin, 
 Sarah, Rachael  

& Rebecca Whitzman 



Happy New Year 

Annette & Willard Strug 
 



Best Wishes for a 
Peaceful, Happy  

& Healthy New Year 

Denise, Natan, Shirley, 
Tamy, Igal, Itai, Sarah, & 

Daniel Nevo 
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With Best Wishes For 
a Happy & Healthy 

New Year 

Sue, Mark, Joshua, 
Jennie, & Rebecca David 



Best Wishes for a 
Healthy New Year 

 
Renee & Gordon 

Dankner 
 




Best Wishes for 
Health & Happiness 
in the Coming Year 

 
Sondra Rutman,  Jason, 

Shael & Zane Brown 
 


 

Wishing Everyone  
L’Shana Tova 

 
The Lehman Family 

 


All The Best For 
The New Year 

 
Linda, David & Daniel 
Schroeder and Emily, 

Paul & Jayden Alexander 
 



 
Our Best Wishes 

For a 
Happy New Year 

 
Margaret & Allan Green 

 


Warmest Wishes 
For the New Year 

 
Lili & Mike Falk, 

Sons & Grandson Jimmy 
 




 
Best Wishes For 

Health & Happiness 
 

Anetta & Janet Chernin 
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Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year 
 

Rita & Joel, Jennifer& Scott, 
Leah, Aaron, & Daniel Pink 

And Grandchildren 
 





A Happy, Healthy & Peaceful 
New Year 

 
Linda Law & Lloyd Newman 

 


 
 

Wishing You All L’Shana Tova In 
The Year To Come 

 
 

Nancy, Seth Aliya & Yael Bloom 
 



 
  Very Best Wishes To All 

For The New Year 
 

Julius Solomon 
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Best Wishes For A 
Happy & Healthy  

New Year 
 

Fannie Nathanson 
 & Family 

 


 


Warmest Wishes for a 
Happy & Healthy 

New Year 
 

Rona & Murray Schwartz 
 



 
Every Good Wish 
For The New Year 

 
Ethel Stein and Family 

 




Wishing a Happy, 
Healthy and Prosperous 

New Year to All  

Rebecca, Jacob, Nathan, 
Laura and Ben Schelew 




Best Wishes 
For The New Year 

 
Jon Goldberg 

 





Warmest  Best 
Wishes For a Happy  
& Healthy New Year 

 
Alex & Shifra Richman 

 




 
Wishing You Happy 

Holidays 
 

Peggy, Shimon, Josh, 
Maria & Hannah Walt 

 


L’Shana Tova 
to All 

Morris Strug 
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Wishing You Peace on Rosh Hashanah 

& 
Mazal Tov to Shaar Shalom on 60 Years 

 
Julie, Michael, Lila & Eric Brock 

 







Shana Tova to All Our Family and Friends 
 
 
 

The O'Connor Family 
 

Jennifer, Wayne, Blythe, Fleur and Yale 








Warmest Wishes for a Happy & Healthy
New Year 

Janet & Alan Stern 
Adam, Debbie, Gabriel,

&
Madelyn Debra, Dave, Zev,and Navah 
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L’ Shana Tova and 
Peace To All In The 

New Year 
 

The Schwartz/MacDonald 
Family, Stacey, Sandy, 

Leah, Jonah
 




Warmest 
New Year’s Wishes 

 
Mary Dale & Ed Pencer







Best Wishes For A 
Happy And Healthy 

New Year 
 

Lysa, Michael, Allan  
& Samantha April

 




Warmest Wishes to 
All for The New Year 

 
Molly Rechnitzer  

& Family 
 



L’ Shana Tova 
To All 

 
Roselle Green  

And Family 
 




May Your New Year 
Be Sunny & Sweet 

 
The Guzner/Macaulay 

Family 
 



 
Happy New Year 

To The  
Shaar Community 

 
 

Fran Ornstein, Fred, 
Emma & Daniel Wendt 

 


 
L’Shana Tova to All 

Cheryl & Marty Wexler 
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L’Shana Tova 

 
 

Ian, Erin, Lena & Violet Epstein 
 
 





L'Shanah Tovah u'M'tukah u'Vriah -- To a Good, 
Sweet, and Healthy New Year 

 
Sherri Kasten 








Wishing You and Your Loved Ones 
A New Year of Peace and Contentment 



Donna Assh, Rod, Benji & Matt Burgar 






Best Wishes For a 
Happy & Healthy New Year to All 

 
Louis & Jennifer Wolfson and Family 
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L’Shana Tova to All 
 

Jana Wieder, Yolana 
Wassersug & Helena 

Jockel 
 





A Happy & Healthy 
New Year to All 

 
Gertrude Shane 

 


 
A Happy New Year 

To All 
 

Bracha & Jacob Koren  
And Family 

 


 
 

Best Wishes For a 
Happy & Healthy  

New Year 
 

Beth Donald 
 



 

L’Shana Tova to All 
 

Joanne & Ron Abrahams 
& Family 

 


 
A Happy New year 

To All 
 

Wendy Katz, Alan Young 
And Family 

 


 
Best Wishes For A  
Happy New Year 

 
 

Naomi Judah & Family 
 


 

 
Best Wishes For a 

Happy & Healthy New 
Year 

 
Jeffrey, Rachael & Jordon 

Schelew 
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Best Wishes For A 
Happy New Year 

 
Ray Caplan 

& Marilyn Anne Cohen 
 




A Healthy & Happy 
New Year To 

Everyone  
 

Ruth & Ralph Garson 
 



 
Best Wishes for a 
Healthy & Happy  

New Year 
 

Edith Schneiderman 
And Family 

 


 
Our Best Wishes for a  

Happy New Year 
 

Carol Ann, David 
& Lorie Silverman 

 


Best Wishes For A 
Healthy And Happy  

New Year  

Jo-Anne Nozick, Michael 
& Roy Argand 

 


 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy & Healthy  
New Year To All 

 
Beverly Parsons 

 


 

L’Shana Tova and Best 
Wishes for a  
 Sweet Year 

 
The Berman Family 

Robyn,  Jason,  
Benjamin & Jacob 

 


 

Best Wishes For a 
Very Good Year 

Eric Offman & Ruth 
McCulloch 
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Warmest Wishes 
For The New Year 

 
Lorraine Hurtig 

 


 
May Yours Be A 

Happy And Prosperous 
New Year 

 
Diane & Irwin Wanderer 

 


 
Best Wishes For A 

Happy And Healthy 
New Year 

 

Ted, Cara, David, Jaimie,  
& Dana Tax 

 




Our Best Wishes For A 
Happy & Healthy  
New Year To All 

 

Fig, Tim, & Jessica 
Margolian

 




Best Wishes For a 
Happy & Healthy  

New Year 
 

Lorri & Paul Goldberg 
Lisa, Ben, Sarah, Adam & 

Eli 
 



 
Happy Holidays to All 

 
Tova Sherman  

& Joe Lang 
 



 
Good Health And 

Peace In The New Year 
 

Mark Evans, Sheri Lecker 
Bessie, Joey & Sam 

 




Best Wishes For a 
Happy New Year 

 
Alta Mushkat & Family 
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L’Shana Tova U’Metukah 

 
 

Jill, Marty, Caleb 
Sari, Alec & Eliezer   

 
 





Wishing You Health & Happiness in this 
 60th Year’s Joyous Celebration 

 
Victoria & Ed Rosenberg 








Best Wishes for a Happy New Year 
 

Marcie-Ann Gilsig  and Family 
 




L’Shana Tova To All 

Karen Gaum & Family 
Lesley, Dov, Rebekah & Matthew Bercovici 

Jennifer, Adam & Sam Bobker 
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Best Wishes for a 
Very Good Year 

Eric Offman & Ruth 
McCulloch 

 





Best Wishes For a 
Happy & Healthy

New Year 

Millie & Harvey
Meretsky & Family 










Warmest Wishes For a 
Healthy & Happy  

New Year 
 

Cindy Gillies  
Kimberley, Saul & Eli 

Offman   





L’Shana Tova To All 
 

Leigha, Elliot, Benjamin, 
Jacob & Hannah Givner 





ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The 60th Anniversary edition of the Shaar Shalom NY’s Bulletin 
came together with a lot of help from so many people this year. 

I want to acknowledge and express my deep appreciation to
Tim Margolian and Molly Rechnitzer for the greatest amount of 
advertisements in many years. To Fran Ornstein for the fantastic 
cover. To all the callers who called for Personal NY Greetings,  
Jane Alexander, Nancy Cieplinski, Rosalind Belitsky, Marianne 
Ferguson and also for her menu, Rosalie Fine, Cynthia Guzner, 
Mary Kanner, Sherri Kasten, Lea McKnight, Molly Rechnitzer 
who also proofread and Sharon Waxman. To all, who participated 
in submitting reports and articles, thank you so much.  

Last but by no means least, Lysa April, who was there for me every 
time I needed advice and material.  Lysa was my positive influence 
in getting this done.  It would not have happened without her. I owe 
you big time. 

Florence S., Editor 
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Committed to keeping
our community strong

® Registered trade-mark of Bank of Montreal.

PROUD TO BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY

BMO Bank of Montreal® is proud to support:

Shaar Shalom Synagogue
1981 Oxford Street

At BMO Bank of Montreal, we take pride in our
local community. That’s why, each year, through
various donations and sponsorships, we are
committed to providing our support.

Your Quinpool and Harvard team
6371 Quinpool Road, Halifax N.S.
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BBLLUUEENNOOSSEE  SSEEAAFFOOOODD  

 

wishes you a 

Happy & Prosperous New Year 

 

!   
 
 
 
 
 

Halifax, NS B3R 1V5 Telephone: 902-407-0700 
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Reach your goals faster with the right lawyer.

coxandpalmerlaw.com

B E S T W ISH E S FO R A HAPPY N E W Y E AR

 New Brunswick Newfoundland & Labrador Nova Scotia Prince Edward Island

TRAMPOLINE BRANDING 
Contact: Larry Bootland  902 405 4809 

Project: 9529C&P Shaar Shalom Ad 

Client: Cox & Palmer 

Publication: Shaar Shalom 

Size: 4.875” x 7.875” 

Insertion Date: Aug, 2012 

Photos/Logos: Hi res

NOTE: All trapping is the responsibility of prepress

K

Process seParations
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‑
“We offer an  

extensive variety of dry goods and  
Kosher foods year-round.”

 Fresh Deli/Meats

 Frozen Meats

 Grocery

 Confectionery

 Fish Products

 Pickles

 Bread

 Dairy and Cheeses

From your friends at  

Quinpool Road Superstore, 
have a Happy and Healthy New Year 

Atlantic

superstore
 425-1498

6139 Quinpool Road, Halifax Nova Scotia
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Wishing our Jewish Community 

a Healthy and Happy New Year 
 

As the only Kosher bakery East of Montreal,  
Stone Hearth offers a wide variety of bread products to  

meet all your needs.  In addition to the traditional breads,  
we have expanded our  selection to include sandwich  

breads, buns, rolls and many others.  Our products are  
available in white, whole wheat, and multi grain. 

 

We have moved!!!! 

Visit us at our New retail Location at 7071 Bayers Rd, next to the 
fountain and escalators. Use the building entrance  

next to Canada Blood Services 

Ph: 454-2851 
Fax: 454-2881 

Email manager@stonehearth.ca 

Special orders are welcome.   
Our kiosk may not always have the product you are looking for  

so please call so we can insure we have what you want. 
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Kosher Meat & Delicatessen Inc.

5800 Cavendish, 
Cote St. Luc, Quebec
www.jrkosher.com
jrkosher@gmail.com
facebook.com/jandrkosher
twitter.com/jrkosher
1-855-JR-KOSHER (575-6743)1-855-JR-KOSHER (575-6743)

Montreal's 
Best Kosher 

Meat

At J & R, we are committed to providing our customers 
with the highest quality Kosher foods at the best value. 
Above all,we are committed to providing warm and
courteous service, one customer at a time.

Our Products
J&R offers a wide array of superior quality foods.
WWe offer all types of kosher beef, veal, lamb and poultry.
Don’t miss an opportunity to try our ever expanding
variety of ready-for-take-home cooked foods.

Delivery Service
We also ship our products in refrigerated trucks across 
Canada. To place an order or if you have any questions 
call usat 514-369-2727 during our business hours.

Serving the Community for Over 50 Years
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Barrie M. Green, CA
Rakesh C. Jain, CA

Bruce MacInnis, CA
Nancy Murray, CA
Phillip Read, CA
Patricia Dyson, CGA

CHARTERED 

ACCOUNTANTS

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy New Year

Suite 5003
7071 Bayers Road

Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3L 2C2

Tel: (902) 453-5005 Fax: (902) 407-8761

GREEN
JAIN

Jennifer Baker, CA

Christina Johnston, CMA

BDO Canada Limited is an affiliate of BDO 
Canada LLP. BDO Canada LLP, a Canadian 
limited liability partnership, is a member of BDO 
International Limited, a UK company limited by 
guarantee, and forms part of the international 
BDO network of independent member firms. 
BDO is the brand name for the BDO network and 
for each of the BDO Member Firms.

DEBT WORRIES?
Let BDO help you get on the 
road to financial stability.

BDO Canada Limited
(formerly BDO Dunwoody Goodman Rosen Inc.)
Insolvency Consultants | Trustee in Bankruptcy

Mark S. Rosen, LLB, FCIRP (Trustee)
Phone: 902 425 3100 Toll-free: 888 337 5764
620 – 1718 Argyle St.  Halifax
insol-halifax@bdo.ca
www.bdodebthelp.ca
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CRUIKSHANK’S 
FUNERAL HOME 

 

“A Name you can trust since 1902” 
 

2666 Windsor Street 

Halifax 

423-7295 
Visit our website 

www.cruikshankhalifaxfuneralhome.com 
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L’Shana Tova to the whole community.
Kassner 
Goodspeed
a r c h i t e c t s

sUite 200, 5663 cornWaLLis street, haLiFaX, n.s. b3K1b6  
teL: (902) 422-1557 FaX: (902) 422-8585     www.kgarch.ns.ca

WINES FROM ISRAEL FOR
THE HIGH HOLIDAYS

Yarden brand Kosher Israeli wine is again available in Metro
Halifax for the High Holidays. The Yarden  Mount Hermon Red
($19.29) and the Yarden Mount Hermon White ($19.29) are now
regular core products at 6 NSLC outlets in Metro: Port of Wines,
Bayer’s Lake, Mill Cove, Portland St, Larry Uteck, and Fall
River.

The Red and White are both quality wines at popular prices. They
add to the enjoyment of both traditional and modern High Holiday
dishes. They are also available year round for simchas, social
events, gifting and any occasion enhanced by good wine.


