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We Have a New Logo! 
 
Months ago, the Board sought your input on a new logo for 
Shaar Shalom. Today we unveil our choice: the logo was
inspired by the mural on the back wall of our bimah.

This mural, depicting the heavens, is integral to the founding of 
the Shaar. It was painted 62 years ago by prominent Israeli
artist Perli Pelzig, commissioned through the recommendation
of Rabbi David and Zipporah Jacobs, who, as the first rabbi and 
rebbetzin of the new Shaar Shalom, were hugely influential in 
shaping it. As a young girl, Nancy Cieplinski, remembers
Pelzig’s stay in her family home while he painted the mural
(and also installed the enamel depiction of the twelve tribes
along the front sides of the bimah), particularly the animated
discussions between Pelzig and her parents about music, art and
the best recipes for matzah brie. Lloyd Newman remembers his
first marriage, to Iris Cappell in 1956—the first wedding in the
new Shaar building-- in front of the scarcely-dry mural.

For 62 years this mural has formed the backdrop for Shaar
weddings and bar and bat mitzvahs, for countless Shabbats and
holidays, for members past and present. It is part of our
enduring experience of the Shaar, linking the past and the
present as we move toward the next 65 years. We are delighted 
that it will now be enshrined in our logo.

Please join us in thanking our own Samantha April, daughter of
Lysa and Michael, who created and designed the logo. Thanks
also to Fran Ornstein for art oversight and project coordination.
We are very grateful to both.
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Childcare During High Holiday Services

There will be babysitting services provided during the High 
Holidays.

In the upstairs Gold Room, there will be snacks, juice and 
supervision for younger children. The upstairs library will 
remain open for older children to rest and talk quietly 
during services. Childcare will be provided during the 
following times:

Rosh Hashanah Day 1:
Monday September 10 9:30-12:30

Rosh Hashanah Day 2:
Tuesday September 11 10:00-12:00

Kol Nidre:
Tuesday September 18: 6:30-8:30

Yom Kippur Morning:
Wednesday September 19: 9:30-12:30

Yom Kippur Evening:
Wednesday September 19: 5:30-7:30

Reminders 
All honourees called up to the Bimah should have their heads 
covered.
Shaar Shalom is a scent-free building.
Please bring your High Holiday ticket to services.

Decorum
When you enter our sanctuary for prayer, remember to have your 
phones turned completely off. This is as much for your personal 
benefit as it is for the general atmosphere. Disconnect from the 
mobile world and plug-in to your soul, be attuned to your voice, 
hear your prayer, and feel the embrace of community.
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Children
No sound is more cherished than that of the next generation.
Children are always encouraged to participate in the main 
sanctuary’s services. Parents should feel free to make use of our
childcare options on the 2nd floor as they see fit.

Toys
Just as adults are turning off their smartphones, we ask that 
electronic children’s toys and colouring materials stay out of the
main sanctuary. The childcare rooms on the 2nd floor are stocked
with games and activities for your children’s use. Of
course, children are welcome to bring puzzles, books, stuffed 
animals and the like into the main sanctuary.

Sanctifying Space
You are encouraged to pace yourself throughout services and
attend as you see fit. Please make every effort to keep the main 
sanctuary doors closed after entering and exiting the sanctuary so 
those in services will not be distracted by outside noise.

And finally, the High Holidays is an especially auspicious time 
to connect with others and build community. Greet newcomers
or introduce yourself if you are new to the Shaar.

Security for High Holy Days
On High Holy Days additional security is provided on contract by 
the Halifax Regional Police force in the form of uniformed 
officers on the street.

Additionally, volunteer ushers and ticket takers are positioned 
inside both exterior doors whose job it is to take attendees’ 
tickets.

The exterior doors are not locked during High Holy Day services 
and the role of greeter is shared between the Caretaker and the 
volunteers.



Rabbi’s New Year’s 
Message 

The Strength of Threes 

Shalom friends, 

In the Jewish tradition, there is a 
special power to the number 
three.  There is even a special 
concept in Jewish lore that grants 
the status of a “chazakah” – or 
expected regular practice – to 
something that has occurred three 
times. We pray three times a day 
as a way to reinforce and strengthen our awareness of G-d, each 
other, and the world around us. You might have also heard the 
famous humorous adage: “two Jews, three opinions.”   Our 
diversity of perspectives also represents the strength of threes – we 
are not an either/or people. We thrive from difference and 
discussion. 

As our family enters into its third year as part of the Halifax Jewish 
community, I look back with gratitude at the different life 
milestones we have marked and the memories we have created 
together with you during this time.  It feels especially appropriate 
that this coming Jewish New Year we are entering into the third 
triennial selection of the Torah reading.  

Borrowing from another famous grouping of three, the rabbis teach 
us that the world stands on three pillars: the pillar of Torah, the 
pillar of ritual service, and the pillar of acts of loving-kindness 
(Ethics of the Fathers 1:2).   
 
In preparing programming for the synagogue, my goal as a rabbi 
has been to embrace these three different central pillars.  We strive 
for the pillar of Torah in our studies together, whether through 
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special learning experiences at our Halifax Joint Hebrew School,
the tireless work of the Education Committee, personal bar/bat 
mitzvah preparation, the monthly Chai Mitzvah adult education 
program, the Library Committee’s new Shaar Book Club, the 
different lunchtime learning series throughout the year, the annual 
Halifax Communal Beit Midrash, the Introduction to Judaism 
program, and periodic post-service learning sessions, including 
Rabbi Rank’s monthly NaKh and Nosh series.

Ritual service is embedded not only in regular Shabbat and holiday 
services, which have been beautifully enhanced by the efforts of
our team of dedicated gabbai’im and other service participants, but 
also through the great dedication of groups such as our Chevra
Kadisha and the Ritual Committee. Our Gift Shop Committee 
enables our members to bring Jewish ritual into their homes 
through offering personal Judaica items. Additionally, it is 
important to recognize with gratitude the many behind-the-scenes,
practical elements that enable ritual service to happen, including
building maintenance, donations, and volunteer work. So much of 
what we do depends upon the substantial work of the House 
Committee, the vital work of the Finance Committee, the 
generosity of the Capital and Endowment Committee, and the 
exciting creation of the new Fundraising Committee and the new 
volunteer recruitment initiative.  We are very blessed by the 
countless hours our volunteer executive and board leaders dedicate 
in the service of the community, as well as the commitment and
hard work of Tamara Daiman, our office administrator and Alan 
Doyle, our caretaker.

We see the pillar of acts of loving-kindness express itself in our 
community in a variety of ways, some more public, and many 
more private.  The Simon Gaum Bereavement Centre continues to 
bring comfort and practical assistance to those in the community 
facing life’s hardest moments; the Membership Committee 
graciously extends itself to include and acknowledge members new 
and old. Additionally, initiatives such as Jewber, our community’s 
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effort to share rides to help each other get around town and the 
food drives we have organized represent just some of the ways we 
are trying put our values into action in the world around us. We 
very much hope you will consider contributing non-perishable 
food items as part of our upcoming High Holiday food drive.

These three pillars hold us up and sustain us, and there are so many 
ineffable moments of connection that I can neither formally 
categorize nor possibly capture adequately in words.  One of the 
greatest joys of working in a community is the intergenerational 
component. As part of our mutli-generational outreach, we have 
created quarterly programming designed for families with babies 
and toddlers, as well as quarterly programming targeted to our 
immediate post-bar/bat mitzvah population, including a spring 
youth Shabbaton with over 70 attendees at the Friday night service 
and dinner alone. Through these programs, it has been a pleasure 
to see growth and connection within and between families and 
friends in our community. We have bolstered intergenerational
sharing further by introducing, in February of 2018, a new practice 
during Friday night services on the first Friday of each month, 
when, each month, a different community member brings in an 
object that connects them to their own personal Jewish history and 
shares their story with the congregation.  It has been an honour for 
me, through these presentations and also through private 
conversations, to share the ideas and experiences of members of 
our community – from the very youngest to the most senior.

May this New Year bless each of us with the opportunity to 
continue to grow and to flourish both as individuals and as a 
community and together to add our own chapter to the tradition 
and history of Jewish Halifax.

L'shana tova tikateivu – may you and yours be inscribed for a 
Blessed New Year,

Rabbi Raysh Weiss
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Greetings from the Chair of the Executive Committee

Among the many wonderful aspects of
Rosh Hashanah is the annual opportunity
it provides (indeed, demands) for
introspection into the actions and choices
that have shaped the previous year of our
lives. For me, in my role as Chair of the
Shaar, that also means examining and
recognizing the crucial contributions of
staff, members, the Executive Committee
and the Board of our cherished synagogue.
Here at the Shaar we witnessed an
incredible year.

We enjoyed a full year of rabbinical leadership by Rabbi Weiss
and our Maskil, Rabbi Rank. Inspiring Shabbat and holiday
services were only the beginning. We also saw empathic pastoral
care, engaging educational opportunities, introduction to Judaism
instruction resulting in many new Jews by choice, and b'nai
mitzvah. We are very grateful for the spiritual guidance of our
Rabbis, as we are also for the unflagging service of our Gabbaim
and lay leaders. Week in and week out we relied upon all of them
to keep the spirit of Judaism and the Torah alive for us. ‘Thank
you’ cannot begin to express what we need to say.

And where would we have been without the talent and energy that
fueled the secular initiatives of the Shaar over the past year? We
are incredibly indebted to the Board and all the committee heads of
the Shaar: Jennifer Pink, Seth Bloom, Fig Frail, Sherri Kasten,
Lysa April, Joanna Wexler, Saul Offman, Shira Collins, Linda
Law, Dan MacDonald, Bev Hymes, Molly Rechnitzer, Matt
Robinson, Lyle Goldberg, Mark Rosen, Wayne O’Connor,
Peggy Walt, Sharon Waxman, Jennifer Wolfson, Doug
Raphael, John Goldberg, Rita Pink, Mitchell Zusman, Greg
Hirsch, Yolana Wassersug, Philip Belitsky and Sandra Heft.

Tamara Daiman, our office administrator, once more kept office
activities running smoothly, while Alan Doyle, our caretaker,
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remained the go-to person for all things related to the building and
its regular and special activities. Every Shabbat, Alan’s smiling
face is the first we see when we come through the door; may it
continue to be for many more years to come. Florence Slaunwhite
produced this year’s High Holiday Bulletin, a challenging but
important task for our congregation.

In the past year we were inspired by a clear buzz of engagement as
we undertook many projects and improvements at the Shaar. These
would never have happened without the work of volunteers and
there are many to thank. From those who came into to bake, to
those who helped with events, here are only some of them.

• We reinstated the Breakfast Club with three Sunday morning
presentations:
✓ December – Dr. Saul Offman, “Cancer from the Inside

Out”
✓ January – Josh Judah and Yolanna Wassersug, “People

of the Book: Adult Literacy Education in Halifax”
✓ May –participants of “The Jewish Renaissance Project”

through which young Jewish mothers journeyed through
Israel to deepen their connection to the country.

• We recharged the library under Peggy Walt, whose library
committee is now introducing a Shaar Book Club.

• The gift shop has been taken over by Roz Belitsky and Jo-
anne Nozick, who have many plans for its revival.

• The upper floor has been refreshed with new lighting, paint and
carpet under the leadership of Doug Raphael and Arik
Drucker.

• The silver Torah adornments have been cleaned and, where
necessary, are being repaired.

• Our signature annual events achieved their customary success:
the Hanukkah sale, the latke bake and the spring yard sale (the
latter led, as always, by Lysa April and Leigha Givner).

• Annual outreach activities returned with the Dr. Saul Green
Memorial Lecture, in conjunction with the University of
King’s College, this year featuring Dr. Bertha Fuchsman-Small
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from Médecins Sans Frontières; and the Shaar Shalom Lecture
at Dalhousie University with Stephen D. Smith from the USC
Shoah Foundation, Countering Hate in the Digital Age: The
Power of the Human Story.

In addition to outreach and congregational activities there were
many projects undertaken behind the scenes that are critical to the
efficient running of the synagogue and the preservation of the
Shaar building for the next 65 years.

✓ Under the stewardship of Matt Robinson, we undertook an
assessment of our building’s security, and developed a new
security policy and measures.

✓ Herb Vandermeulen updated the office computer system.
✓ Fig Frail worked with Tamara to reorganize the office’s

electronic files.
✓ Doug Raphael led us through a renovation and maintenance

evaluation, from which we developed a plan for both the
interior and exterior of our building.

✓ The new Shaar logo was created and is being unveiled here in
our Bulletin, thank you to all of you for weighing in!

✓ A membership database was developed that will soon be
operational.

✓ The ‘greening’ of the Shaar was begun with the launch of
recycling and composting services (see the article What Goes
Where? in this Bulletin).

All in all, as I think you will agree, 5778 will be a hard act to
follow. But we are more than up for the challenge and, in fact,
embrace it wholeheartedly. As some of you may remember (or
not!), during my Kol Nidre address last year I remarked on the
many spiritual and religious benefits we have received through the
work of Rabbi Weiss and Rabbi Rank. I wondered at the time what
might be possible if we were to realize similarly-enticing
opportunities for social engagement. This is not a frivolous issue—
it goes to the heart of what helps us feel fully committed to our
identity as Jews in Halifax and our experience as members of the
Shaar.
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To that end, in 5779 we are launching an exciting new initiative
called ReJewVenation, whose aim is to spark even wider volunteer
commitment at the Shaar. Think of it as an opportunity for each of
us to imagine ourselves as part of an “Engagement Team” that can
bring us together in newly-creative ways, providing meaningful
projects that make us feel connected and at home.

A volunteer questionnaire will go out in the next week or so to
gauge your interests and skills, and to inform you, if you don’t
already know, of all the myriad ways you can contribute. A
fundraising committee has been struck to bring new resources to
these initiatives and to help them grow and thrive. You will be
hearing much more about ReJewVenation in my Kol Nidre address
and in the days immediately after. In the meantime, on behalf of
the Board, we wish all of you a healthy and happy New Year.
Shana Tova U’Metukah.

Jennifer O’Connor, Chair, Executive Committee
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Shaar Shalom Board of 
Directors, 2017-18
EXECUTIVE

Chair
Jennifer O’Connor
902-209-7111
jenncoconnor@gmail.com

Vice Chair & Meeting 
Chair
Seth Bloom
902-406-2894
sabloom@dal.ca

Treasurer
Jennifer Pink,
902-499-7591
pinkjenn11@gmail.com

House Liaison, Kitchen & 
Beautification
Lysa April,
902-425-4180
lysa@ns.sympatico.ca

Dawn (Fig) Frail,
902-422-7776
dmfrail@eastlink.ca

Joanna Wexler
902-877-8708
joannamirskywexler@gmail.
com

MEMBERS AT LARGE

Matt Robinson
902-404-5898
matt.robinson85@gmail.com

Corresponding Secretary &
Membership Coordinator
Shira Collins
902-404-0798
collins4jslj@gmail.com

Ritual Chair
SherriKasten
902-444-2146
smk1@eastlink.ca

Secretary
Lyle Goldberg
902-423-6480
banjolyle@gmail.com

Volunteer coordinator
Linda Law
902-492-2228
linda.law@ns.sympatico.ca

Molly Rechnitzer,
902-443-4770
mollyrechn@gmail.com

Bev Hymes
902-445-8238
hymesbev@gmail.com

Saul Offman
902-446-2231
soffman@dal.ca

Dan MacDonald
902-818-4593
dankmacdonald@gmail.com

Arik Drucker
902-499-2104
adrucker@dal.ca
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Committees
Cemetery House
Mitchell Zusman Doug Raphael

Library: Peggy Walt, Sharon Waxman, Nancy Cieplinski, Linda
Schroeder, Conor Falvey and is facilitated by Rabbi Jonah Rank

Tikun Olam: Rabbi Wiess, Yolana Wassersug, Greg Hirsh
Josh Judah, Andrea Hilchie-Pye, Bobbi Zahra, Janet Kravetz
Sherri Kasten, Zak Kadmon, Emma Halpern, Hanna Garson
and Mitch McNeil

Capital Endowement and Cemetery Funds
Wayne O’Connor, Lloyd Newman, Debra Garson, Harry Glube, 
Tim Margolian, Barrie Green, Mitchell Zusman, Martin Herschorn
and David Zitner

Finance: Mark Rosen, Jennifer Pink, Barrie Green, Mitchell 
Zusman, Michael April, Matt Robinson and Tim Margolian

Gift Shop: Jo-Anne Nozick, Roz Belitzky, Sandra Heft, 
Sharon Waxman, Andrea Hilchie-Pye and Sue David

Education: Jennifer Wolfson, Joanna Wexler, Sheri Lecker, and 
Ian Epstein

Chevra Kadisha

Women’s Division
Rita Pink, Elizabeth Pink, Dr. Nancy Bloom, Sherri Kasten, Sheri
Lecker, Sondra Rutman, Lea McKinght

Men’s Division
Jon Goldberg, Marty Zelenietz, Mitchell Zusman, Dr. Seth
Bloom, Mark David

Shiva at Home
Molly Rechnitzer, Nancy Cieplinski, Yona Korn,

We welcome anyone who would be interested in joining the
Chevra Kadisha. Both men and women are needed. 
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The Tikkun Olam Committee: A Year in Review
Yolana Wassersug

Over the past year, the Tikkun Olam Committee has continued to 
plan events and projects which connect Shaar Shalom congregants 
to worthy charitable causes, and deepen our commitment to serv-
ing the needs of others. The following are some highlights from 
5778.

In February, we assembled a team of Shaar members for the annual 
Coldest Night of the Year (CNOY) fundraising walk. CNOY is a 
national non-profit organization that raises money and awareness
for local charities serving hungry and homeless people across 
Canada. In Halifax, the funds raised during the CNOY walk go to 
support ARK, which is a drop-in shelter for street-involved and 
homeless youth. Our team, “Shaar Shalom and Friends,” made a 
significant contribution; our 11 team members raised over $4,328! 
A substantial portion of the donations came in through the efforts 
of gold-star team member Noah Drucker, who joined the walk for 
his Bar Mitzvah Project (nice work, Noah!). The Tikkun Olam 
Committee is already looking forward to the CNOY walk in 2019. 
We hope to have an even bigger team, and continue to support the 
meaningful work that ARK does to care for Halifax’s homeless 
youth. 

The Tikkun Olam Committee is also involved in supporting Feed
Nova Scotia through food drives. Feed Nova Scotia supports 
families all across Nova Scotia, where the level of need is very 
high. 15.4% of the households in our province face food insecurity, 
and 1/3 of the people effected by food insecurity are children. In 
the past year, the Tikkun Olam Committee has held three food 
drives, all of which were planned to coincide with holidays and 
festivals. We had drives during the High Holidays, Hanukkah, and 
Purim. Thank you to all congregants who brought in donations of 
non-perishable food items to donate during these drives! As we 
look ahead to the coming year, the Tikkun Olam Committee plans 
to continue running food drives to support Feed Nova Scotia, 
especially at the times of year when our donations can have a 
profound impact. 



14

Another successful initiative this year was a collaboration between 
the Tikkun Olam Committee and the Halifax Community Learning 
Network (HCLN). The HCLN is a community group that provides 
free literacy and upgrading tutoring and classes for adults, 
empowering them to reach their learning goals. As a happy 
coincidence, two members of the Tikkun Olam Committee (Josh 
Judah and Yolana Wassersug) are also members of the HCLN’s 
Board of Governors, so the opportunity to collaborate towards a 
common goal came along organically. This year, the HCLN 
launched an award to acknowledge the achievements of their 
learners and to celebrate the memory of one of their most 
committed former board members and volunteers: The Constance 
Glube Learner Achievement Award. In January, the Tikkun Olam 
Committee hosted a Breakfast Club event to raise awareness of the 
HCLN and its important work, and to announce the HCLN’s plans 
to create the award in Connie’s name.  In June, the first ever 
Constance Glube Learner Achievement Award was given to Samia 
Eldik, a very deserving recipient. Samia came to Canada as a 
refugee from Sudan in 2003 with her husband and her four 
children. Growing up, she never had consistent access to education 
because her village was miles from the nearest school. Upon 
arriving in Canada, Samia began learning to read and write, and 
got tutoring and support from the HCLN. Samia achieved her high 
school diploma in 2017, and in the coming year she will begin 
studying in the Continuing Care Program at NSCC. Along with 
Samia’s $500 award, five of the other short-listed applicants for 
the Constance Glube Learner Achievement Award received $100 
each. The wonderful event celebrating these learners at the Halifax 
Central Library was a fitting tribute to Connie. The HCLN aims to 
give this award annually, and they will require support from 
donors to continue. Some Shaar members have already donated to 
support the award, including Connie’s son, Harry Glube, who has 
been very supportive of the HCLN’s efforts (thank you, Harry!). If 
other Shaar members wish to support the HCLN, they can donate 
through the website www.hcln.ca. Shaar congregants who would 
be interested in volunteering as a literacy/upgrading tutor with the 
HCLN should visit the website as well.



Another major project for the Tikkun Olam Committee this year 
was Jewber. This initiative is about making sure that all of our 
congregants are able to attend services, Shaar events, and local 
professional appointments. Jewber connects community members 
who are volunteer drivers with members who are passengers, to 
ensure equitable access for all. This past year has been a pilot 
project for Jewber, and as we look forward to the new year, we 
hope to expand the project with more volunteer drivers, and more 
passengers making use of the service.  Kol HaKavod to Andrea 
Hilchie-Pye who has done an exceptional job all year keeping track 
of our volunteer drivers and connecting them with passengers in 
need.  
 
So… how can you get involved? Keep your eyes on the bulletin, 
and watch for announcements about events, food drives, Jewber, 
and more. The Tikkun Olam Committee will be rolling out new 
projects for the year 5779; and the weekly Shaar Shalom Update is 
the best way to stay up-to-date. If you are interested in learning 
more, or in joining the committee, please contact either Dr. Greg 
Hirsch (shevhirsch@gmail.com) or Dr. Yolana Wassersug 
(ywassersug@gmail.com). 
 
On behalf of the whole Tikkun Olam Committee, shana tova 
u'metukah to all! 
 

 
"Harry Glube and Josh Judah with Samia Eldik, the first recipient 
of the HCLN's Constance Glube Learner Achievement Award." 
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Library Committee Report

The Shaar Shalom Library Committee consists of Peggy Walt,
Sharon Waxman, Nancy Cieplinski, Linda Schroeder and Conor 
Falvey and is facilitated by Rabbi Jonah Rank. The Committee’s
goals are to revitalize the library and make it a vibrant and
welcoming place.

Our first task of cleaning up the library still remains, and it is no
small task. Books need to be culled from the older collections,
books need to be re-shelved, and there are still boxes and boxes
of donated books that need to be gone through. We have and
will continue to identify books that we can donate, give to
appropriate partners or that may need to be buried because of
their content. Until we finish the large job of culling books, we
ask that congregants refrain from providing donations of any
more used books until further notice.

One of our goals is to have the library open any time that Tamara
is in the office and have an honour system for borrowing books.
We are also reviewing the other times that the library can
remain open.

With the Board’s backing, we have bought ten new books and
we will make sure to publicize the titles in the weekly email that
is sent out to the congregation.

In June, the very first Book Club event was held in the library.
The book, ‘This is Real, and You Are Completely Unprepared’
was discussed. We thank Rebecca Winn for her work in
facilitating the Book Club.

In July, we conducted a Survey to find out what type of books
that the congregation would like to have in the Library and at
this time, we are reviewing the results. Many of you gave us
titles of books you would like to see in the Library and we will
follow up with your suggestions. And we appreciate having your
feedback at any time.
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House Committee Report

This past year continued the theme of enhancing the Shaar through 
upgrading building projects.  Specifically, we focused on the upper 
floor level where we replaced the carpet and lighting, painted 
common areas and updated Rabbi Ranks office.

Emergency lighting throughout the building was also updated. I 
would like to thank our Shaar custodian, Alan who has taken great 
effort to manage many of these projects to ensure they are 
completed to the highest standards.

We will continue updating our building to ensure a pride of place 
for all to use for many years to come.

Shanah Tovah
Doug Raphael

Peace, Joy, Health and Prosperity to the 
Shaar Shalom Families  

 

Tamara and Alan 
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Congregational News

Births
Mazel tov to Barrie Green and Linda Rand on the birth of a 
grandson, Arlo Jack.

Mazel tov to Rita and Joel Pink on the birth of their granddaughter, 
Talia Samantha Pink, to Elissa Gurman and Daniel Pink in 
Toronto.

Mazel tov to Shifra and Alex Richman on the birth of their great-
granddaughter, Chloe Isabel.

B’nei Mitzvot
Mazel tov to Sarah Myer and her entire family on the occasion of 
her bat mitzvah in November 2017

Mazel tov to Noah Drucker and the Drucker-Hurley family on the 
occasion of his bar mitzvah in March 2018.

Mazel tov to Yale O’Connor and his entire family on the occasion 
of his bar mitzvah in August 2018.

Mazel tov to Rhonna and Tom Gaum on the bar mitzvah of their 
eldest grandson, Joshua Levitt, in Toronto.

Mazel tov to Natan and Denise Nevo on the bar mitzvah of their 
grandson, Itai Nevo, in Israel.

Mazel tov to Rachael Chigier and her family on the occasion of her 
bat mitzvah in June 2018.

Mazel tov to the Matthew Bercovici-Gaum and his family on the 
occasion of his bar mitzvah in July 2018

Graduates
Mazel tov to our member Rachael Goldberg on graduating last 
week from the Nova Scotia College of Early Childhood Education.
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Mazel tov to Hannah Walt, daughter of Shimon and Peggy Walt, 
on receiving her Master of Social Work degree from Carleton 
University in June. Hannah is now working in Ottawa for 
Rideauwood Addiction and Family Services as a Young Adult 
Addictions Counsellor.

Mazel tov to Madeleine Young, the granddaughter of Wendy Katz 
and Alan Young, on graduating from Halifax West High School 
with high honors. Madeleine will be attending Mount Saint 
Vincent University in the fall.

Mazel tov to Brooklynn Warman the granddaughter of Phil 
Warman, who graduated from C.E.C. last month in Truro with 
Honours with Distinction. She will be attending St. Mary’s Univ. 
in September.

Weddings
Mazel tov to Mark and Ethel Cooper-Rosen on the upcoming 
September marriage of their son, Brendan, to Debra Silberman in
Calgary.
 
Mazel tov to Joshua Spatz, son of Marcie-Ann Gilsig (Toronto) 
and Jim Spatz ( Halifax), and Samatha Bell, daughter of Bruce and 
Bonnie Bell (Toronto), on their September marriage in 
St. Andrews, New Brunswick.

Mazel tov to Fannie Nathanson on the marriage of her daughter in 
Toronto.

Mazel tov to Sandra Heft on the marriage of her daughter, Emily 
Cranston, to Emil Gustaffson in Gothenburg, Sweden.

Honours, Awards, Accomplishments
Mazel tov to Noah Pink (son of Ron and Joan Pink), co-executive 
producer and writer (along with producers Ron Howard and Brian 
Grazier) for the global anthology TV series, Genius. Last year 
Genius was nominated for 10 Emmys!
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Mazel tov to Dr. Janice Richman-Eisenstat, daughter of Shifra and 
Alex Richman, on receiving the Muscular Dystrophy Canada’s 
national Outstanding Healthcare Provider Award.

Mazel tov to Elliott Richman, son of Shifra and Alex Richman, on 
receiving the Nova Scotia Human Rights Award by the Nova
Scotian Human Rights Commission in December 2017. Elliott was 
a member of the Bill 59 Community Alliance, who advocated for 
the passing and proclamation of Bill 59 into the Accessibility Act.

Mazel tov and todah rabah to Bracha Koren on her retirement as a 
beloved teacher in our Hebrew School.

Mazel tov and yasher koach to the Shaar & Friends 2018 CNOY 
(Coldest Night of the Year) team and the Tikkun Olam Committee 
for raising $4,159 for ARK. About a third of the funds were raised 
by Noah Drucker as his bar mitzvah project.

Mazel tov to Hector Rivas on his participation in the Samsung 
Marathon 2018 in Tel Aviv.

Mazel tov to Victor Goldberg on his appointment to Queen's 
Counsel.

Mazel tov to Josh Judah. His craft distillery (Compass Distillers) 
on Agricola Street won a “double gold” for its gin at the 2018 
Denver International Spirits Competition.

Mazel tov to Peggy Walt on being nominated for an ECMA 2018 
Manager of the Year award.

Mazel tov to Jennifer O'Connor on receiving the Sovereign's 
Medal for Volunteers.

Milestones
Mazel tov to Philip Belitsky in honour of his 80th birthday.
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Mazel tov to Miriam and Leonard Goldberg on celebrating their 
75th wedding anniversary!

Mazel Tov to Millie and Harvey Meretsky on celebrating their 50th

wedding anniversary. They were married at Shaar Shalom 
Synagogue on September 1st, 1968.

Condolences
Condolences to Howard Pedvis and his family on the passing of 
his mother, Brenda Pedvis z"l.

Condolences to the family of Shirley (Margolian) Throp, a long-
time member of the Jewish community in Yarmouth.

Condolences to Randy, Lea, and Jamie and their families on the 
passing of their mother, Marianne Ferguson z"l.

Condolences to Richard Kassner and family on the passing of his 
mother, Irene z"l.

Condolences to our members Will, Annette, Susan, Stan, Cynthia 
and the entire Strug family on the passing of their beloved father, 
Morris z"l.

Condolences to Etienne Malan on the passing of his great-nephew.

Condolences to David Wolfe on the passing of his uncle.

Condolences to Cynthia Guzner and her family on the passing of 
her mother, Magda Guzner z"l.

Condolences to Shira Collins and her family on the passing of her 
aunt, Lola Wollock z"l.

Condolences to Faye Cohen and her family on the passing of 
Faye’s husband, Michael Cohen z"l.



Missing Marianne’s Kitchen and Much, Much More… 
 
For years, the Shaar Shalom’s 
High Holiday Bulletin featured 
“tried and true” recipes from 
Marianne Ferguson’s kitchen. Her 
recipes are legendary, but this 
year we lost the woman behind 
them, and we pay tribute to a 
woman who was amazing both 
inside and outside her kitchen! 
Marianne and Lawrence 
Ferguson, along with Marianne’s 
parents (Otto and Meta Echt) 
were among the founding 
members of the Shaar Shalom 
Congregation. The timing of the opening of Shaar Shalom couldn’t 
have been better because Marianne and Lawrence’s son, Randy, 
was old enough to attend Hebrew School. Marianne always spoke 
fondly of those early days when there were many fundraising 
activities and a very active Women’s League and Men’s Club. 
Both Marianne and Lawrence spent countless hours working on 
auctions, bake sales, kiddushes, breakfast clubs, and other Shaar 
activities. Both were active Board members and Marianne was a 
stalwart of the Shaar Shalom choir. She joined the Chevra Kadisha 
and was the head of the Chevra Kadisha women’s division for 
almost 40 years. 
In 1939, Marianne’s family had the remarkable good fortune of 
escaping from the Free State of Danzig (now Gdansk, Poland) 
before the Holocaust. There were growing threats and her father's 
business was trashed during Kristallnacht. As both a pharmacist 
and a hobby farmer her father was uniquely qualified to become 
one of the mere five thousand Jews given permission to enter 
Canada during the Hitler years. Marianne’s mother volunteered her 
services at Pier 21 when it was an immigration shed, and she often 
took Marianne with her. In 1999, Pier 21 became the Canadian 
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Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 and Marianne volunteered 
tirelessly as a guide, interpreter, translator and ambassador, 
greeting dignitaries from all over the world. In fact, when you 
enter the museum, the first thing you will see at the entrance is a 
quote from a young woman, Marianne Echt: “It was hard to leave 
our friends, but it was impossible to stay....”

Marianne met Lawrence Ferguson at a party in Halifax, when 
Lawrence was home on leave from his post in Debert. At the time, 
Marianne was living with friends in Halifax and her parents were 
living on a farm in Milford, Hants County. Marianne had come to 
Halifax to attend Queen Elizabeth High School and after 
graduation, the Halifax Business College. She worked as a medical 
secretary during the course of her career. A few months after 
Lawrence was discharged from the army, the young couple got 
married at the Nova Scotian Hotel (now the Westin). Marianne and 
Lawrence were always a volunteer team, working on behalf of 
others without being motivated by financial or material gain. 
Volunteerism was a part of their lives, something they did whether 
they were working full time or retired. The team was inseparable 
until 2012 when Lawrence passed away.

Marianne was a speaker with Passages of Canada and travelled to 
schools throughout the region educating students about the 
Holocaust. She was featured in many news articles, magazines, 
books, documentaries and on television both locally and nationally. 
Marianne won numerous awards, including the City of Halifax 
Volunteer of the Year Award and a Community Service Award 
from the Atlantic Jewish Council. She enjoyed entering her 
cooking and baking creations in the Atlantic Winter Fair, where 
she was a consistent award winner, year after year.

But her greatest joy was her family. Marianne and Lawrence had 
three children: Randy, Lea (Jacob Wagner), and Jamie (Jennifer 
Jones), five grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. They, like 
her extended Shaar family, miss Marianne for what she did both 
inside and outside of her kitchen.

Adapted from an article written by Sharon Waxman for the Shaar 
Times in 2009.



Remembering Morris Strug 
“It’s all like a dream.” 
These are the concluding 
words Mr. Strug would offer 
me over Kiddush any time he 
reflected on his life before the 
war. How do you capture 96 
years? Indeed, Mr. Strug’s life 
spanned many turning points 
of Jewish history. From his 
childhood, growing up in 
Lechovitch, to surviving the 
war in which he lost his whole 
family of origin, to settling in 
Canada at just around the time of the establishment of his beloved 
modern state of Israel, to creating his own beautiful family, Mr. 
Strug was a bridge to a bygone world and a living testament to the 
resilience of the Jewish people. 
His stories from the earlier chapters of his life included friends the 
likes of former Prime Minister of Israel Menachem Begin. His own 
lineage was filled with notable rabbinic luminaries, including the 
Baal Shem Tov, the founder of modern day Hasidim. 
He would speak with great longing of his life and community in 
pre-war Lechovitch. Through his stories, I learned of his thriving 
town, its music, its class structure (including who was fit to marry 
whom!), the way the Jewish community would take to the streets 
with jubilant song and dance on Simchat Torah, and of course, his 
many bike rides. 
Mr. Strug actively sought out the few survivors from his town after 
the war. He forged a family-like bond with these fellow survivors, 
who attended his grandchildren’s bar and bat mitzvah celebrations 
in Halifax. He erected monuments all over the world in order to 
permanently memorialize the community and family he lost. 
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Despite his slight frame, Mr. Strug loomed larger than life. As an 
individual, he had a commanding presence. A lightning fast 
thinker, an enterprising visionary, and a deeply committed Jew, 
Mr. Strug was famous for his determination and perfectionism in 
all of his pursuits. Lamenting his current physical condition, he 
would tell me of the vitality of his earlier years, and I would 
respond, “most people at their strongest couldn’t do an eighth of 
what you do at your weakest.” And it was true. He had high 
standards, most of all for himself. His work ethic was legendary.
Up until the very last days of his life, he was still working and 
helping others.

When Mr. Strug would describe his passion for the construction of 
buildings, including work on the Shaar, the different features of 
this building came to life for me in his depictions of the tiles being 
laid and the carpets upstairs installed under his watch. We have 
Mr. Strug to thank for the very foundation on which the Shaar 
stands. He was a true pillar of this community whose generosity
has benefited countless Jews both past, present, and future.

How fitting that the very name of this week’s Torah portion is 
Terumah, which is the Hebrew word for contribution. The portion 
relates in vivid detail the many nuts, bolts, and special materials 
used in the construction of the Tabernacle. Like Mr. Strug, the 
Torah reminds us that sacred spaces do not simply “happen,” 
rather, they are the products of hard work and many, many details.
The portion opens with the words, “Speak to the Children of Israel 
and have them take for Me an offering.” Our sages notice the 
unusual word choice of “take for me an offering” – why does it not 
say “give,” as one might expect? The answer relates to the 
symbiotic relationship between a true and sincere donor and the 
effects of their contribution. When you give, you also take. When 
you give freely, with an open and generous heart to your 
community, as Mr. Strug did, you also affirm yourself as part of 
that community. This week’s portion is about creating together a 
shared sacred space. For Mr. Strug that also meant creating the 
community you inhabit. Mr. Strug was a builder of buildings; a 
developer of dreams, and a giver of gifts. He was especially 
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famous for gifting friends and family with his very own homemade 
pickled herring, halva, and chocolates, which he always had on
hand.

More recent examples of Mr. Strug’s magnanimity include his 
donation to Dalhousie University to create the forthcoming Joseph 
Strug Concert Hall in memory of his beloved son, Joseph, as well 
as the Mei Esther Mikveh, the forthcoming new, state-of-the-art 
mikveh on the premises of Chabad of the Maritimes, named in 
memory of his beloved wife, Esther.

After everything Mr. Strug lived through, it is a profound act of 
what we call in Hebrew, emunah, of belief and commitment to 
both G-d and the Jewish people, to support the community so 
generously.

Mr. Strug was a backbone of our Shabbat morning minyan. No 
matter his condition, he would always be at services, sitting in his 
regular spot. The prayers came alive in his voice. He sang with 
gusto and adored traditional cantorial music, especially the famed 
cantor Yosele Rosenblatt, whose records he owned and would 
dance along to with his grandchildren during their many visits to 
his home in their youth. The highest compliment Rabbi Rank 
received was when, after Mr. Strug heard him lead davening for 
the first time, he remarked that he had not heard chazonish like that 
since Europe.

Mr. Strug used to lead services at the Shaar, especially when he 
observed the yahrzeits of his beloved family. Even this past year, 
he would always insist on reciting himself the el maleh 
remembrance prayer for his dear departed relatives. Typically 
whoever reads Torah on the given morning would recite that 
prayer, but Mr. Strug would always assert, “I’ll do it myself!” A 
gabbai would then hand him a prayer book, which he would 
summarily push away and proceed to chant the prayer by heart. 
And it was perfect. This was classic Mr. Strug.

Mr. Strug’s Hebrew was perfect. His family relates how he would 
recite the entire Shabbat Kiddush and conduct the whole Passover 
Seder in Hebrew, late into the night. When he attended study 
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sessions after Shabbat morning services at the Shaar, he would 
effortlessly read and follow along in the original Hebrew texts. He 
would tell me of his early Jewish education, including his 
extensive background in Talmud from before the war. “Bava 
Metzia, you name it, I learned it all!” he’d exclaim to me. (Bava 
Metzia, incidentally and appropriately, is the tractate which deals 
primarily with business and tort law.)

There is a saying in the tractate of Bava Metzia (85a) referring to 
someone of great Torah study, whose sons and grandsons have 
also engaged in deep Torah study, “תורה מחזרת על אכסניא שלה,” 
Torah has returned to its lodging, meaning it is now engrained in 
the family for generations to come. Mr. Strug generously shared 
his Torah with many young charges, including one of his first jobs 
upon arriving in Canada - tutoring children in Hebrew. Later, Mr. 
Strug tutored four of his grandchildren, Lowell, Lisa, Jeffrey, and 
Morgan, for their bar and bat mitzvah services. They recount his
passion for singing, which he would do with great enthusiasm for 
much of their lessons.

One would be remiss to speak of Mr. Strug’s greatest passions 
without speaking of his family. His three beloved sons, Will, Joey, 
and Stan, each created their own beautiful family, resulting in nine 
grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren. His grandchildren’s 
burgeoning careers and many accomplishments was a source of 
particular pride to Mr. Strug. This was a perennial topic during our 
Kiddush conversations and one he would share with particular zest.
Indeed, his grandchildren Jeff, Lowell, Lisa, Stephanie, Morgan, 
Jason, Matthew, Jennifer, and David were like children to him, and 
they remained devoted to him.

In 18 days, it will be the yahrzeit for Mr. Strug’s beloved wife 
Esther. Mr. Strug would always speak so lovingly and longingly of 
his beloved Esther. They shared almost 60 years of marriage 
together. He raved about her cooking. As his children related, he’d 
shower her with gifts, some of which she didn’t want. “Trust me. 
It’s nice! You’ll like it!” he’d exclaim over a piece of jewelry. 
They would play cards together. They would travel together, 



including their annual Florida trips with Will and Annette’s family. 
Together they maintained a beautiful Jewish home. 
Although Mr. Strug is no longer with us physically, he will always 
be with us spiritually, through his teaching, his generosity, and his 
example. 
May his memory be for a blessing. 
Adapted from Rabbi Weiss’ eulogy for Morris Strug at his funeral 
on February 15 2018 
 

 
UNSTOPPABLE MOLLY  

 
Molly Rechnitzer cannot understand 
why I would want to interview her 
for the 2018 Shaar Shalom New 
Year’s Bulletin.  She has no idea 
how important she is to the 
synagogue and to the Jewish 
community, and what an amazing 
volunteer she is. Name a job and she 
has done it.  
 

Molly is on the Board of Governors and has been for many years.  
She provides consistency and history on a Board whose members 
can change annually, and she has assisted in making many policies 
and decisions. I asked her how she feels about that, and she says 
with good humour, “I have been a Board member forever.  I am 
past my due date, but they have not kicked me off yet.” 
 
Just until last year, Molly was Membership Chairperson, recruiting 
and welcoming new members. She also was Corresponding 
Secretary, the person who writes cards on behalf of members 
making a donation to the synagogue.  She continues to be our 
promoter for the Tree of life. She is a member of the Chevra 
Kadisha and Bereavement Committees, helps out at the Chanukah 



Fair and the Yard Sale and has proofread many New Year Bulletin  
editions.   Molly has also has been a Tu B’Shevat Telethon 
canvasser for 11 years. 
  
Molly and her late  husband Ricky (a Holocaust survivor) moved 
from Montreal to Halifax in 1977.  It was a year after Rene 
Levesque came into power in Quebec.  The Rechnitzers were 
bilingual but they did not want to be unilingual French.  Many 
English speaking Quebecers started the exodus out of Quebec, and 
a great many moved to Toronto.  Since Ricky’s business took him 
to the three Maritime provinces on a regular basis, he wanted to 
move to Moncton which was central for him. But Molly wanted to 
go to a ‘bigger city’, and so they moved to Halifax with their two 
sons, Bernie (18 years old) and Stuart (15 years old). Sadly, only 5 
years later, Ricky was killed by a drunk driver and Molly was left a 
widow at 45 years of age.  
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Molly’s friends call her “The Energizer Bunny”. In the same year
that she wrote the thesis for her Masters of Social Work at McGill,
she was President of B’nai Brith Women in Montreal. In Halifax,
Molly practiced social work at the Diabetes Management Centre at
the QEII until she retired in 2001. After that, individual clients
came to her home on a part-time basis for private and marital
counselling sessions.

The Shaar Shalom Synagogue is a focal point of Molly’s life. She
regularly attends both Friday night and Saturday services. “Being
brought up Orthodox I never had a chance to have a Bat Mitzvah.”
Molly’s wish was fulfilled when she celebrated a joint Bat Mitzvah
with nine other women in June, 2004.

Molly loves to travel and has had wonderful experiences in
Argentina, Costa Rica and on an African safari. She also
volunteered for Sar-El in Israel, where she worked on a medical
base updating medical kits. She enjoyed meeting other volunteers
and the soldiers on the base and having weekends free to explore
the country. An avid reader, Molly belongs to two book clubs. For
years she practiced Tai Chi and she is a self-confessed ‘puzzle
nut’, solving crosswords, Target Word, Cryptoquotes, and Sudoku.

I asked Molly what motivates her to be such a terrific volunteer.
“Just join in on any volunteer work that interests you, and that is
how you will meet people. You feel satisfied when you are doing
something that is needed. And when you do something for others,
you also do something for yourself.” Wise words from a very
giving and wise lady.



Lloyd Newman – A Lifelong Volunteer 
 

As Lloyd Newman steps off the Shaar 
Shalom’s Capital and Endowment Fund 
Committee, we want to reflect on his 
lifelong commitment to volunteerism, for 
which the Shaar Shalom has greatly 
benefitted. 

Born in Detroit, Lloyd graduated from the 
University of Michigan and served in the 
US Air Force from 1956 to 1959. After 
active duty, he went back to Detroit to live 
with his first wife and young son. Within 
several years he was offered a position 
with his in-laws’ retail fashion industry in 
Halifax, so the young family settled here. 
Lloyd was not immediately enamored 
with Halifax, but as the years went by he 
began to think of Halifax as “a fabulous 
place to live because a person can achieve 
and have more effect in a smaller 
community. You also find out how important the synagogue is to the 
community.” 

Lloyd’s foray into the fashion industry developed, at the height of its 
success, into a chain of 20 stores, 18 in Atlantic Canada and two in 
Ontario, until they closed in 1993. 

In 1995, Lloyd tried retiring. Not happy with the inactivity, he accepted a 
position with the London, Ontario, Jewish Community Federation, where 
he took on the task of analyzing the resources of that community and 
recommending what could be done with them. He remained at the job for 
the one year it took to implement his recommendations, then moved back 
to Halifax to retire again. He was soon recruited to the Northwood 
Foundation where he quickly found himself in the position of Managing 
Director. A tireless volunteer for the Northwood Foundation, Lloyd also 
found time to make significant contributions to the Jewish community, the 
community at large and the arts community. 



32

In the Jewish community, Lloyd is a Past Director of the AJC, past 
Executive Director of the London Jewish Community Federation, Past 
National Secretary of Canada United Israel Appeal, Past President of the 
Shaar Shalom Synagogue (two terms) and Past Chair of the Shaar Shalom 
Capital and Endowment Fund.

In 1992, Lloyd was honoured by the Government of Canada as the 
recipient of the 125th Anniversary of the Confederation of Canada medal. 
To better understand the honour, the following is a quote from the 
Governor General of Canada’s website:

Commemorative medals are struck from time to time to mark important 
anniversaries and other great occasions. Issued in 1992 to commemorate 
the 125th anniversary of the Confederation of Canada, the Medal honours 
Canadians who have made a significant contribution to their fellow 
citizens, to their community or to Canada.

Lloyd’s passion for the arts saw him take volunteer leadership roles at 
Neptune Theatre, Nova Scotia Film Development Corporation, Symphony 
Nova Scotia, NSCAD, Nova Scotia Museums, the Prince Edward 
Scholarship Fund and others. For six years he was a Board Member of the 
Canada Council for the Arts, Canada’s public arts funder.

If you ask Lloyd what is most important to him, he would say his family. 
He has an amazing wife, Linda Law, who is a Board member of the Shaar 
Shalom Congregation. His son Mark and wife, Barbara, live in Japan. 
They have three children: Hannah, Chloe and Max. His daughter Amy and 
husband, Mitch Brown, live in Toronto. Their three children are Joey, Eli 
and Leah. His daughter Shawna and husband, Charley Kummel, live in 
New York.

In 2007, Sharon Waxman interviewed Lloyd for the Shaar Times. When 
asked if he had any advice to give to young people growing up in today’s 
society, Lloyd’s response was that he would tell them the same thing he 
told his grandchildren on the occasion of their B’Nei Mitzvot:

“Do not waste the gifts you have inherited”.

Throughout his path in life, it seems Lloyd has taken his own advice 
seriously; he has not wasted any of his gifts and he has used these gifts for 
the betterment of the community. Thank you, Lloyd!

Adapted from an article originally written by Sharon Waxman for the 
Shaar Times in 2007.



Upcoming Shaar Events 
For dates and details of all upcoming Shaar events, go to our 
website: www.theshaar.ca.  Here are a few highlights: 
 
Shabbat, September 1, 12:00 to 1:30pm 
NaKh & Nosh 
We never read many parts of the Jewish bible, the TaNaKh, in 
services. The word TaNaKh is an acronym for the Jewish bible’s 3 
categories of books: the Torah (the five books of Moses), Nevi’im 
(the Prophets), and Ketuvim (the Scriptures). Over the course of 
the Jewish year, we read the full Torah, but never read the full 
books of NaKh (Nevi’im and Ketuvim). At each Nakh & Nosh 
session, we study one more chapter of NaKh: discovering why 
these words were so sacred to our ancestors, and why so few Jews 
read them. Find Rabbi Rank’s table at Kiddush. 
 
Shabbat, October 13, 9:15am 
Dedication of the Foundation Stone in memory of Freda & 
Irving Perlin 
The family of our beloved Freda 
and Irving Perlin will dedicate a 
foundation stone on our Tree of 
Life in memory of their parents. 
Please join us to pay tribute to 
these founding members and to 
Dr. Perlin’s life-long dedication 
to the Shaar as Ritual Chair, 
voluntary Cantor, and Honorary 
Vice-President. 
 
Sunday, October 14, 10:00am to noon 
Breakfast Club: Water Protectors in Nova Scotia – a Film & 
Discussion 
Do we need Water Protectors in Nova Scotia? What are Water 
Protectors? 
These are the questions that will be explored through a short film 
“Water Protectors”. Following the film, a discussion will be 
facilitated by Eliza Knockwood, a Spiritual Mi’kmaq artist/film 
producer, and Bobbi Zahra. 



 

The Dr. Saul Green Memorial Lecture addresses the intersection of 
Judaism, medicine and humanitarianism, all three of which Dr. Green 
was passionate about in his lifetime.  The lecture focuses on complex 
humanistic and ethical challenges. 

The lectureship has been endowed by a gift from the Green family to 
honour the memory of Dr. Saul Green and to inspire and knit together 
the congregation of Shaar Shalom Synagogue and the community of 
Halifax. The lectureship partners are Shaar Shalom Synagogue and the 
University of King's College. 

This year’s lecture will be presented by Dr. Sageev Oore,  a professor 
in the Faculty of Computer Science at Dalhousie University and Visiting 
Faculty Research Scientist, Google Brain, Google Research (2016-
2018). Dr. Oore received his MSc and PhD in Computer Science from 
the University of Toronto. In his PhD research, he developed a high-
degree-of-freedom interface for manipulating a virtual puppet. His 
undergraduate degree was in Mathematics & Computer Science from 
Dalhousie University. As a musician, Sageev embraces a wide range of 
influences, having performed a Mozart piano concerto with 
Symphony Nova Scotia, written and arranged an original klezmer-
influenced score for Symphony Nova Scotia, and as a member of 
multiple-ECMA winning jazz/world music group Gypsophilia. 

Dr. Oore’s topic will be ‘Being Human in the Digital World’ where he 
will include aspects of music that are 
connected to being human. 

The lecture takes place on Wednesday, 
October 10, 2018, 7:00 PM in Alumni 
Hall, University of King’s College. 
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The Shaar is Getting Greener!
 

 

Preserving our planet is a duty for every Jewish community and 
the Shaar Shalom is taking one more step to reduce its carbon foot
print.

A few months ago our member, Charlotte Mendel, strategically 
placed recycling and composting bins along with “how to use” 
posters throughout the Shaar. In the main floor kitchen there is a 
large green bin for food and soiled cardboard/paper. In the upstairs 
kitchen, there is a small green bin.

In the main floor kitchen there is a blue bag for bottles, cans, 
plastics and foils, as well as another blue bag for paper, boxboard, 
egg cartons, etc. In the classrooms and upstairs kitchen there is a 
blue bin for clean paper/cardboard. Other recyclables like plastic, 
bottles and cans can be placed in these blue bins and our caretaker
will sort them into the correct bags in the main kitchen.

More importantly, we hope you will help us reduce the amount of 
garbage produced during events. Instead of plastic cups, consider 
using the glassware and cups available in the Shaar. Instead of 
plastic plates, consider using ceramic plates available at the Shaar.
We have an amazing industrial dish washer that washes dishes in 
minutes!
If you do need to use disposables, please use compostable 
cardboard plates.

Please help us make the world a better place for our children and 
grandchildren. L'dor v'dor
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Ben, Sarah, Adam, Eli & Henry  

 Lisa & Adam 
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Best Wishes for a  
Happy New Year 

 
 

Susan, Andrea & 
Stephanie Strug 

 

 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy & Healthy 
New Year to All 

 
 

Beverly Parsons 
 

 
W ishing You a 

Happy and 
Healthy New Year 

 
 

Nancy&  Menashe 
Cieplinski and 

Family 
 

 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year 
 
 

Etienne Malan 
 

 
L’Shana Tova  

to All 
 

Leah Aubrecht 

 
Best Wishes for a 
Happy New Year 

 
Harry Glube 

 

 
A Happy and Healthy 

New Year 
 
 

Linda Rand & Barrie 
Green and Family 

 

 
Best Wishes for a 
Happy New Year 

 
 

Mark Offman 
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Warmest Wishes for a  
Happy and Healthy 

New Year to All 
 
 

Eleanor & Morris 
Givner 

 

 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year 
 
 

Fannie Nathanson 
and Family 

 
 

Best Wishes for a 
Healthy New Year 

 
 

Rene Dankner  
and Family 

 
 

 
Best Wishes for a 

Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 
Lysa, Michael, Allan & 

Samantha April 
 

 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and 

Healthy New Year 
 

Randy Ferguson 
 

 
 

Best Wishes to All 
From the 

 
Shapiro Family 

 

 
Wishing You 

Happy Holidays 
 
Peggy, Shimon, Hannah,  

Josh, Maria ,    Ava  and 
Emma Walt 

 

 
Best Wishes for a 

Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 
 

Jack Baig 
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Best Wishes for a 
Happy & Healthy  

New Year 
 

Beth Donald 
 

 

Best Wishes for 
Health & Happiness 

Anetta and Janet 
Chernin 

 

 
Warmest Wishes for a 

Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 
Helen Offman,  
Steven & Sons 

 

 
 Warmest New Year’s 
Wishes to Our Friends 

at the Shaar                                     
 

The Guzner/Macaulay 
Family 

 
 

Best Wishes for a 
Very Good Year 

 
 

Eric Offman & Ruth 
McCulloch 

 

With Best Wishes for a 
Healthy, Happy and 

Prosperous New Year. 
 

Mark, Sue, Joshua, 
Jennie & Rebecca David 
 

 
 

Every Good Wish for 
the New Year 

 
 

Debbie, Martin, Rachael 
& Rebecca Whitzman, 

Sarah,   Andrew & Declan 
 

Wishing you all a 
Happy, Healthy &  
Peaceful New Year 

 
 

Bracha & Jacob 
Koren and Family 
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Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy  

New Year 
 

 
Marcie-Ann Gilsig and Family 

 

 
 

L' Shana Tova U'metukah to All 
 
 
 

From the Zelenietz Family 

 

 
 

Shana Tova to 
All Our Family and Friends and the 

entire Shaar Community 
 
 
 
 

The O’Connor Family  
Jennifer, Wayne, Blythe, Fleur & Yale 
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Warmest Wishes for the New Year 

 
Shirley Chernin 

Bill H. Chernin& Family 
Ken Chernin and Family  ~   Beth Derible and Family 

 

 

Wishing You Health 
and Happiness In the 

Coming Year 
 

Florie Fineberg  
and Family 

 

 
Good Health & Peace in 

the New Year 
 
 

Sheri Lecker,  
Mark Evans,  

Bessie, Joey & Sam 
 

 
Wishing Everyone a 

Healthy & Happy  
New Year 

 

Cara & Ted,  
David, Jaimie & Dana, 

Toby Koffman 
 

 
L'Shana Tova 

Tikatevu! 
Best Wishes from 

 
 

Mike & Lili Falk  
Dan, Jonathan, 

George & Jimmy 
 

 
L’Shana Tova 

to All 
 

Jana Wieder, 
Yolana Wassersug  

Warmest Wishes for 
the New Year 

 
Linda and David, 

Daniel, Sylvie & Felix 
Schroeder  

 Emily, Paul, Jayden 
and Miles Alexander 
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Shana Tova! 
Wishing You a Healthy and Sweet 

New Year 
 
 

Jo-Anne Nozick , Michael and Roy Argand and  
Nicole Heelan 

 
 

Best Wishes for a  
Happy and Healthy  

New Year 
 

Jeffrey, Rachael & 
Jordon Schelew 

 
 
L’Shana Tova to All 
 
Phil Star and Family 

 

 
A Healthy and Happy 

New Year to All 
 

Ruth Garson 

 
A Happy, Healthy and 

Peaceful Year to All 
 

Sandra Heft and 
Family 

 
Wishing You a 

Happy New Year 
 
 

Fran Ornstein & 
Fred Wendt 

 

 

Warmest New Year’s 
Wishes 

 
 

Mary Dale & Ed Pencer 
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Best Wishes for a 

Happy and Healthy New Year 
 

Rita & Joel Pink 
Leah, Aaron and Holly 

Daniel and Elissa and Grandchildren 
 

 

Our Best Wishes for a 
Happy & Healthy 

 New Year 
 

Miriam & Leonard 
Goldberg 

 

 
Warmest Best Wishes 

for a Healthy and 
Happy New Year 

 
Alex & Shifra Richman 

                  and Family 

   Shanah Tovah 
„Szczęśliwego  
Nowego Roku” 

 
Dorota Glowacka and 

Family                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

 
L’Shana Tova to All 

 
 

Roselle Green and 
Family 

 

 

Our Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year to All 
 
 

Fig, Tim & Jessica 
Margolian 

 

 

A Happy New Year 
to All 

 

 
Wendy Katz, Alan 
Young and Family 
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L’ Shana Tova to All 

 
Ethel-Cooper Rosen & Mark Rosen 

 
 

 
Warmest Wishes to 

All for the New Year 
 

Molly Rechnitzer and 
Family 

Stuart, Corinne, Alexandre and 
Melanie, Diana, Arielle, 
Matthew and Nathan 

 
Best Wishes for a 

Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 
 

Lea  & Jack Wagner 
and Family 

 
 
 

L’Shana Tova 
 
 

Fay Cohen 

 
Best Wishes for a 

Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 

 
Bev Hymes & Herb 

Vandermeulen, Aviva, 
Ari and Noah 

 
 

 

Wishing Everyone 
a Happy New Year 

 
 

The Lehman Family 
 

 
Wishing Everyone 
a Sweet New Year 

 
 

The Kovacs Family 
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Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy  

New Year 
 
 

Lauren, Dan, Jackson & Lyla MacDonald 
 

 
A Happy and 

Healthy  
New Year  

 
 

Annette & Will Strug 
 

 
Best Wishes for a 
Happy New Year 

 
 

Louise, Len, 
Adam & Jasper 

Sonmor 
 

 
L’Shana Tova to All 

 
Leigha, Elliot, 

Benjamin, Jacob and 
Hannah Givner 

Wishing Health and 
Happiness to the 

Shaar Community 
 
 

Ben, Laura, Rebecca, 
Jacob & Nathan 

Schelew 
 

 
Wishing You a Happy 
and Healthy New Year 

 
 

Alissa, Mike & Aria 
Pencer/Mattie 

 

 

Best Wishes for a Happy 
And Healthy New Year 

 
Sheri, Bernie, Bronia, 

Davcid, Marc and Sarah 
Myer 
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Wishing You All L’ Shana Tova in the 

Year to Come 
 
 
 

Nancy, Seth, Aliyah & Yael Bloom 
 

 
May Yours be 

a Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

  
  
Diane & Erwin Wanderer 

 

 
Best Wishes for a Sweet 

and Happy New Year 
 
 

Jennifer Pink, Scott,  
Freya & Joshua Neilson 

 
 

 L’Shana Tova 
To Everyone 

 
Andrea, Alexander & 

Erika Hilchie-Pye 
 

 

Shana Tova 
U’metukah 

 
 

David & Leah  
Zer-Aviv 

 

 
A Happy and 

Healthy New Year 
to All 

 
 

Gertrude Shane 

 
 

Wishing Everyone a 
Peaceful, Happy and 
Healthy New Year 

 
Fivel Warman 
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Best Wishes for a  

 

A Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year 
 

 
Linda Law & Lloyd Newman 

 

Peace, Joy and Health 
 
 
 

Victoria & Ed Rosenberg 
 

 

Shanah Tovah to All From 
 
 

    Ian, Erin, Lena, Violet and Harris 
Epstein 

 

 
Wishing You All a Sweet, 

Happy and Healthy New Year 
 

Joan & Ronald Pink 
and Family 
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Wishing All a Happy, 
Healthy “Sweet” New Year 

 
Alan & Janet Stern 

Adam, Debbie, Gabriel and Madelyn Stern  
Debra, Dave, Zev and Navah Rootman 

 

 
 

Wishing Everyone a Happy & Healthy New Year 
Shana Tova  

 
 

Jennifer, Louis, Charlie and Shayna Wolfson 
 

 

Warmest Wishes to 
all for a Happy New 

Year 
 
 

Catherine Nathanson 
 

 

A Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 
 
 
Ken Offman & Family 

 

 
Best Wishes for a Good 
and Sweet New Year 

 

 
Howard Heyman 

& Hal Walsh 

 

L`Shana Tova to All 
 

Devorah Gillard 
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L’ Shana Tova to All  
 
  

The Hirsch Family 
 

 
 

 

Wishing Everyone a Happy and Healthy 
New Year 

 
Juan Alas 

 
 
 

Avinu Malkenu, Aavinu Malkenu. 
Kotbenu besefer jayim tovim Avino Malkenu 

Jadesh aleinu Jadesh aleinu Shana Tova 
 

Hector Rivas 
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L’ Shana Tova u’ M’tuka u’Vriah 
 

To a Good, Sweet and Healthy New Year 
To You and Yours 

 
Sherri Kasten 

 
A Happy and 

Healthy New Year 
to All 

 
 

Victoria & Martin 
Herschorn 

 

 
L'Shana Tova 

 
 

Irma & Jerry Barkow 
Philip Barkow,  
Sarah Barkow, 

Joshua , Evelyn & 
Simon Kalb 

 
 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy 

New Year 
 
 

Sharon Waxman & 
Charlie Campbell 

 

Best Wishes for a 
Happy New Year 

 
 

Victor, Judith,  
Eric, Genna, & Rachael 

Goldberg 
 

Warmest Wishes for a  
Healthy and Happy New Year 

 

Cindy Gillies 
Kimberley, Saul, Eli & Naomi Offman 
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Committed to keeping 
strong our community 

 

 

 

 

BMO Bank of Montreal ® is proud to support: 

Shaar Shalom Synagogue 
1981 Oxford Street 

 

At BMO Bank of Montreal, we take pride in our 
local community.  That’s why, each year, 
through various donations and sponsorships, 
we are committed to providing our support. 
 
Your Quinpool and Harvard team 
6371 Quinpool Road, Halifax, NS 

 

 

        PROUD TO BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY 

®Registered trade-mark of Bank of Montreal 
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Green Landers Chartered Accountants Inc. 
“When Experience Counts” 

 
Contact:  Barrie Green or Ross Landers 
Telephone: 902-481-8144 
Fax:   902-481-8143 

 
 

Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year 
 

273 Bedford Highway  Halifax, NS    B3M 2K5
 

“We offer an extensive variety 
of dry goods and 

Kosher foods year-round.”
Fresh Deli/Meats - Frozen Meats

Grocery - Confectionery
Fish Products - Pickles

Bread - Dairy and Cheeses

From your friends at
Quinpool Road Superstore

Have a Happy and Healthy New Year

   Atlantic 
 superstore 

902-425-1498
6139 Quinpool Road, Halifax, Nova Scotia

“We offer an extensive variety 
of dry goods and 

Kosher foods year-round.”
Fresh Deli/Meats - Frozen Meats

Grocery - Confectionery
Fish Products - Pickles

Bread - Dairy and Cheeses

From your friends at
Quinpool Road Superstore

Have a Happy and Healthy New Year

   Atlantic 
 superstore 

902-425-1498
6139 Quinpool Road, Halifax, Nova Scotia

Wishing the entire Shaar Shalom Congregation  
a Shana Tova and best wishes for 5778! 

Wishing the entire Shaar Shalom Congregation a Shana Tova
and best wishes for 5779!

 
 
 
 

 
 

Green Landers Chartered Accountants Inc. 
“When Experience Counts” 

 
Contact:  Barrie Green or Ross Landers 
Telephone: 902-481-8144 
Fax:   902-481-8143 

 
 

Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year 
 

273 Bedford Highway  Halifax, NS    B3M 2K5
 

“We offer an extensive variety 
of dry goods and 

Kosher foods year-round.”
Fresh Deli/Meats - Frozen Meats

Grocery - Confectionery
Fish Products - Pickles

Bread - Dairy and Cheeses

From your friends at
Quinpool Road Superstore

Have a Happy and Healthy New Year

   Atlantic 
 superstore 

902-425-1498
6139 Quinpool Road, Halifax, Nova Scotia

“We offer an extensive variety 
of dry goods and 

Kosher foods year-round.”
Fresh Deli/Meats - Frozen Meats

Grocery - Confectionery
Fish Products - Pickles

Bread - Dairy and Cheeses

From your friends at
Quinpool Road Superstore

Have a Happy and Healthy New Year

   Atlantic 
 superstore 

902-425-1498
6139 Quinpool Road, Halifax, Nova Scotia

Wishing the entire Shaar Shalom Congregation  
a Shana Tova and best wishes for 5778! 



54

Jessica Margolian 
REALTOR®

CELL  902.580.5665
jessicamargolian@royallepage.ca

7071 Bayers Road, Suite 102 
Halifax, Nova Scotia  B3L 2C2

www.royallepageatlantic.com
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WINES FROM ISRAEL FOR THE HIGH HOLIDAYS 

Yarden and Galil brand Kosher Israeli wine is available in 
Metro Halifax for the High Holidays. 
 

The Hermon Red and the Hermon White are available at seven 
NSLC outlets in Metro:  Port of Wines, Bayers Lake, Mill Cove, 
Larry Uteck, Fall River, Tantallon and Portland Street. 

Yarden Viognier, Chardonnay and Cabernet Sauvignon as well as 
the red blend Galil Alon  are available at Bishops Cellar at 
Bishops Landing on Lower Water Street in  Halifax. 

These quality white and red wines add to the enjoyment of both 
traditional and modern High Holiday dishes. They are also 
available year round from the same outlets for family dinners, 
simchas, social events, gifting and all occasions enhanced by 
good wine. 
 
 

WINES FROM ISRAEL FOR THE HIGH HOLIDAYS

Yarden and Galil brand Kosher Israeli wine is available in Metro 
Halifax for the High Holidays.

The Hermon Red and the Hermon White are available at eight NSLC outlets 
in Metro: The Port on Clyde Street, Quinpool Road, Bayers Lake, Mill 
Cove, Larry Uteck, Fall River, Tantallon and Portland Street.

Yarden Cabernet Sauvignon and the red blend Galil Alon are available at 
Bishops Cellar at Bishops Landing on Lower Water Street in Halifax.

These quality white and red wines add to the enjoyment of both tradi-
tional and modern High Holiday dishes. They are also available year 
round from the same outlets for family dinners, simchas, social events, 
gifting and all occasions enhanced by good wine.

 
 

WINES FROM ISRAEL FOR THE HIGH HOLIDAYS

Yarden brand Kosher Israeli wines are available in
Metro Halifax for the Holidays. 

Both the Hermon Red and the Hermon White are available at nine 
NSLC outlets in Metro: The Port, Quinpool Rd, Joseph Howe 

Dr, Bayers Lake, Mill Cove, Larry Uteck, Fall River, 
Tantallon and Portland Street. Also in Antigonish.

Both the Yarden Cabernet Sauvignon and the Galil Alon red 
blend are available at Bishops Cellar at Bishops Landing. 

These quality Israeli white and red wines add to the enjoyment of 
both traditional and modern Holiday dishes. They are also 

available year-round from the same outlets for family dinners, 
simchas, social events, gifting and all occasions 

enhanced by good wine.
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BLUENOSE SEAFOOD 
 

 

 

wishes you a 

 

Happy & Prosperous New Year 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halifax, NS  B3R 1V5  Telephone:  (902) 407-0700 

!שנה טובה  
 

Wishes you a

Happy, Healthy & Prosperous
New Year
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Contact: Larry Bootland  902 405 4809 
Project: 11304C&P NS Shalom Ad Resize 
Client: Cox & Palmer 
Publication: Shaar Shalom  
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C M Y K

PROCESS SEPARATIONS

BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR

With law offices across Atlantic Canada, we are where you need us.

Here    THere
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CRUIKSHANK’S 

 
 

FUNERAL HOME 
 
 
 

“A Name you can trust since 1902” 
 
 
 

2666 Windsor Street 
 

Halifax 
 
 

(902) 423-7295 
 
 
 

Visit our website 
 

www.cruikshankhalifaxfuneralhome.com 
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  JOHN ROSS & SONS LIMITED                        
  BUYERS & SELLERS OF FERROUS AND 

NON-FERROUS SCRAP METALS
 

 

  171 Chain Lake Drive, Halifax, Nova Scotia  
B3S 1B3  Canada

 

  
BUS  902.450.4633  |   FAX  902.450.5084 

 

  

Have a healthy and happy New Year, 
from the Ross Family
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    B tinU ,daoR loopniuQ 7526
902-429-6257

Our specia lty:
The freshest 
bagels 
made here 



KOSHER WINES FOR ALL OCCASIONS



HIGH HOLIDAY BULLETIN
5779 /  2018

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1981 Oxford Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H 4A4 

(902) 423-5848 
shaarshalom@eastlink.ca 

theshaar.ca 


